LESSON 1
ZACHARIAS AND THE BIRTH OF JOHN

SCRIPTURES:
     Luke 1:5-25, 57-80

OBJECTIVE:

     God promised to send a Savior and God always keeps His promises

POINTS:
1. God promised that He would send a Savior to save people from their sins.
2. God also promised that He would send a special man to tell us about this Savior we call Jesus.

3. This special man God was to send to tell us about Jesus had a very unusual birth.
4. Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth were very good people, but they were sad because they had no children and were now too old to have a baby.

5. An angel appeared to Zacharias while he was working in the temple.  The angel told Zacharias that he and Elizabeth would have a baby boy and they were to name him John.

6. Zacharias wondered how this could happen because he and Elizabeth were so old.  

7. Because he doubted, God punished him by taking away his speech until after the baby was born.

7. Just as promised, Elizabeth had a baby boy, and she named him John. Friends and relatives wanted to name him Zacharias after his father.  Zacharias wrote on a tablet, “His name is John.”  Zacharias could immediately talk again!

8. God kept His promise to send a special person to tell people about Jesus.
MEMORY VERSE:
     Luke 1:15     “John will be a great man for the Lord…”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Promise                      Sin(s)

     Savior                         Doubted

LESSON:
     Have you ever made a promise to someone?  A long, long time ago, God made a very important promise to all people:  He was going to send them a Savior to save them from their sins.  This Savior is whom we call JESUS or LORD.   But, before Jesus, came to earth, God also promised to send a special person to tell us all about who Jesus was and what He could do for us.  In this lesson, we’re going to learn about this special person and his very unusual birth.

     Once there was a priest named Zacharias.  He and his wife, Elizabeth, were very good people who loved and worshiped God.  But, they were sad because they had no children and were now too old to have a baby.  One day, Zacharias was doing his work in the temple, when suddenly, he saw an angel of the Lord standing by the incense table!  Zacharias was very scared, but the angel told him, “Zacharias, don’t be afraid.  Your prayer has been heard by God.  Your wife, Elizabeth, will give birth to a son.  You will name him John. He will turn many hearts to the Lord.”
     Zacharias wondered how this could happen since both he and Elizabeth were so old.  The angel answered him, “I stand before God.  God sent me to talk to you and to tell you this good news.”  The angel went on and told Zacharias he would lose his speech because he doubted the message sent from God.  At that moment, Zacharias lost his voice and was not able to speak– not even a single word!  When he went outside the temple, all he could do was make signs to them.
     Finally, the time came for Elizabeth to have the baby.  It was a boy – just as God had promised!  Her friends and relatives heard the good news and came to rejoice with her.  They wanted to name him Zacharias after his father.  But, Elizabeth insisted that his name was John.  The people said, “But no one in your family has this name!”  Then they made signs to Zacharias and asked him what he would like to name the baby.  Zacharias motioned for something to write on, and then wrote, “His name is John.”  Zacharias was immediately able to talk again, and he thanked and praised God for the blessing of having this baby boy.

      All the people were amazed at the birth of John and the things that happened to Zacharias.  They wondered, “What will this child be?”  They knew this was a special baby because the Lord was with him.  Do you know why John was so special?  God chose him to prepare the way for Jesus.  The people were excited because they knew Jesus would be coming to save them from their sins!  God kept His promise to send a special person to tell people about Jesus.  We are happy that God always keeps His promises to us.
QUESTIONS:
Choose the correct answer:

1. To tell us about the Savior that was to come, God sent a special (memo, person, picture).

2. Zacharias was a (king, priest, baker).

3. Zacharias and his wife, Elizabeth, thought they were too (young, old, poor) to have a baby.

4. The angel told Zacharias to name the baby (Zacharias, Jesus, John).

5. God took away Zacharias’ voice because he (doubted God, got angry at God, believed God).

6. John’s important job was to (rule people, raise animals, tell people about Jesus).
7. God always (keeps, breaks, forgets) His promises.

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 39 – Bible Puzzles for Kids (ages 6-8) (p 60)
     Attachments – next page
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson 2 – “Announcing a Miracle Child”

Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25

     Memory Verse – Luke 1:31

                                 “For with God nothing will be impossible.”
                                                                                           Can you find these words in the puzzle?

P    A    S    D    Z    C    V    B    N                                            OLD                                      
E    L    I     Z    A    B    E    T     H                                            ANGEL
O   M   Q    G    C    C    E    A    Y                                             ZACHARIAS
P    U    J    O    H    N    I     L     B                                             GOD
L    P    O   D    A    Y    R    K    A                                             JESUS
E    Q    A    S    R    F    G    H    B                                             JOHN
O    L    D    C    I    V    B    N    M                                             ELIZABETH
N    B   V    C    A    N   G    E    L                                              BABY                                              
U    Y    T    E    S    U    S    E    J                                               TALK
Draw a picture of the angel telling Zacharias he was going to have a baby son.
