LESSON 2
ANNOUNCING A MIRACLE CHILD

SCRIPTURES:
     Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25

OBJECTIVE:
     By faith we know that Jesus is the Son of God who lived as a man on earth.

POINTS:
1. God sent an angel named Gabriel to tell a young lady named Mary she would have a baby son.

2. Mary didn’t understand this because she was engaged, but did not yet have a husband.
3. The angel told Mary this baby would not have a earthly father, but would be the Son of God.

4. The angel also told Mary that her cousin, Elizabeth, was going to have a baby.

5. Joseph, the man Mary was engaged to, did not understand all this, but God told him to marry and take care of Mary.

6. Joseph obeyed the Lord’s angel.
MEMORY VERSE:
     Luke 1:31  “For with God nothing will be impossible.”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Miracle                                                Womb                               Faith
     Engaged                                              Greeting

LESSON:  

     We know that nothing is too hard for God to do.  In this lesson, we will talk about a special miracle which reminds us that God can do anything!   While Zacharias and Elizabeth were waiting for John to be born, God sent the angel Gabriel to deliver another special message.
     About six months after visiting Zacharias, the angel Gabriel went to see a young lady named Mary.  Mary lived in the city of Nazareth and was a cousin of Elizabeth.  She was engaged to be married to a young man named Joseph.  Joseph was a carpenter and from the family of King David.  The angel told Mary, “Don’t be afraid….You will give birth to a son and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and people will call Him the Son of the Most High….His kingdom will never end.”  Mary didn’t understand how she could have a baby, since she did not have a husband.  The angel told her that this baby Jesus would be the Son of God.  Gabriel also told Mary about her cousin Elizabeth.  Even though Elizabeth and Zacharias were old, they were going to have a baby (as we studied in our last lesson).  There is nothing God cannot do!
    After the angel left, Mary hurried to visit Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the unborn baby John leaped for joy inside her womb.   Mary was very excited that she was to be the mother of Jesus, the Savior.  She sang a song praising God for all His blessings to her.

     Joseph, Mary’s husband-to-be, was a good man.  When he heard May was pregnant, he did not know that the baby was Jesus, the Son of God.  He decided to send Mary away to have the baby instead of marrying her.  But the angel Gabriel came to him in a dream.  The angel told him not to worry; he should still get married, because the baby is the Son of God.  The angel told Joseph that this baby was Jesus, who would save His people from their sins.

     When Joseph woke up from the dream, he did what the Lord’s angel had told him to do.  He took Mary home, married her, and took care of her.  Joseph and Mary believed and trusted in God.  By faith, we also believe and trust in God’s promises.       

QUESTIONS:
1. Who did God send to tell Mary that she would have a son named Jesus?

2. How did Mary react to the news she was going to have a baby son?

3. Describe Joseph. 
4. Gabriel told another person about Jesus; who was it and how did Gabriel tell him?

5. What did Mary do to show God that she was thankful for all her blessings?

6. When Mary greeted Elizabeth, what did Elizabeth’s baby do?
7. Did Joseph do what the angel told him to do?
RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES:
     Book # 4 – Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8)   (pp 9, 10, 11)

     Book # 6 – Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 2-3)   (pp 44-45)

     Book # 12 – Bible Crafts on a Shoestring Budget (ages 4-5)  (p 53)

     Book # 15 – Favorite Bible Stories (coloring sheets for ages 4-5) (p 32)

     Book # 20 – Bible Story Activities   (pp 25-28)

     Book # 36 – Bible Stories about Jesus  (pp 8-9)
     Book # 39 – Bible Puzzles for Kids (ages 6-8)  (pp 61-63)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson 3 – “The Birth of Jesus”  

                         Luke 2:1-20

     Memory Verse – John 3:16   “For God so loved the world that He gave His only

                                                     begotten Son…”       

