LESSON 3
THE BIRTH OF JESUS

SCRIPTURES:
     Luke 2:1-20

OBJECTIVE:
     God loves all the people of the world so much that He sent His only Son to save us.

POINTS:
1. It was about time for Jesus to be born.

2. The Roman Emperor, named Augustus Caesar, ordered everyone to go to their home city to register and pay taxes.

3. Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth; they had to pay their taxes in Bethlehem where their family was from.

4. There were so many people in Bethlehem that Joseph and Mary could not find a room in an inn or hotel.

5. Joseph and Mary had to stay where the animals were kept.

6. Jesus was born and wrapped in cloths and laid in a box where animals were fed.

7. An angel went to shepherds who were watching their sheep in the field and announced the birth of Jesus.
8. The shepherds went to Bethlehem to see the baby and to worship Him.

9. The shepherds went back to their sheep, praising and thanking God for sending Christ, the Lord.

10. When the baby was eight days old, he was named Jesus, just as the angel had told Mary before He was born.

MEMORY VERSE:
     John 3:16    “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son…”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Roman Emperor                   Shepherd(s)               Taxes
     Manger                                 Prophets                     Register
LESSON:
     The time was near for Jesus to be born on the earth.  The true prophets we read about in the Bible had all said He would be born in Bethlehem.  Mary and Joseph lived a long ways from there in a city called Nazareth.  How was this to happen?  Listen to the Bible lesson from Luke 2.

     The place where Mary and Joseph lived was ruled by a Roman Emperor named Augustus Caesar.  Even the name sounds big and frightening, doesn’t it?  Well, Augustus Caesar wanted money or taxes from all his subjects.  He made them go to the city where their family originally lived to register and pay their taxes.  That way, he could keep up with the all the people and where they lived.

     Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem because they were from King David’s family.  Mary was about to have a Baby, but she needed to go with Joseph.  There were so many people in Bethlehem that they could not find a room in a hotel or an inn.  Mary and Joseph had to stay in a place where the animals were kept.  While there, the time came for Jesus to be born.  Mary wrapped Jesus in swaddling clothes (another name for strips of cloth)  and placed Him in a manger where hay for the animals was laid.  Jesus was born in Bethlehem, just as the prophets had said many, many years earlier.
     That same night Jesus was born, an angel came to shepherds who were watching their sheep in the field.  The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, because I am bringing you some good news.  Today in Bethlehem, a Savior, Christ the Lord, was born.  You will find the Baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.”  Suddenly, the sky was FULL of angels praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”  Then the angels went back to heaven.
     The shepherds said to each other, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this Baby.”  The shepherds hurried to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby Jesus Who was lying in the manger.  Everyone was so amazed when the shepherds told them what the angels had said about the Child.  Mary continued to think about all these things she was hearing, and remembered them again and again.
     Then, the shepherds returned to their sheep.  They were so happy to have seen this special Baby.  They gave praises and thanks to God for sending the Savior Jesus.   Everything was just as the angel had told them.

     When the Child was eight days old, he was given the name JESUS.  When the angel had told Mary she was going to have a Baby, he told her the Child would be a Boy and she was to name Him Jesus.  Isn’t it wonderful Jesus was born exactly as the Bible says it would happen so many years ago!
QUESTIONS:
True or False

1. An emperor, named Augustus Caesar, was the ruler when Jesus was born.

2. Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem to pay their taxes.

3. Mary and Joseph stayed in a fancy hotel.

4. Jesus was born in a nice hospital.

5. Jesus was wrapped in a new blanket and put in a bassinet.

6. The shepherds were watching their sheep.

7. The angels told the shepherds that Jesus was born.

8. The shepherds went to see Jesus after a few days.

9. The shepherds kept Jesus’ birth a secret.

10. Mary knew that Jesus was very special.

RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES:
Have a map, showing at least Nazareth and Bethlehem (and Egypt).  Let the kids mark the route taken by Joseph and Mary to pay their taxes.  Save it for the next lesson and mark the route taken to Egypt.
Review time-line.

     Book # 1 – Big Puzzles for Little Hands (The Bible Tells Me So; ages 3-8; p 79)

     Book # 4 – Big Puzzles for Little Hands (Jesus’ Life and Lessons; ages 3-8; pp 12-15)

     Book # 6 – Favorite Bible Heroes (activities; ages 2-3; pp 44-45)

     Book # 8 – Bible Stories About Jesus (activities; ages 4-5; pp 10-13)

     Book # 12 – Bible Crafts on a Shoestring Budget (ages 4-5; pp 53-54)

     Book # 15 – Favorite Bible Stories (coloring sheets; ages 4-5; pp 30-32)

     Book # 20 – Bible Story Activities (pp 29-32)

     Book # 23 – New Testament Coloring and Activity Book (Intermediate; pp 4-5)

     Book # 34 – Life of Jesus Dot-to-Dot (pp 2-12)

     Book # 36 – Bible Stories about Jesus (grades 1 & 2; pp 10-13)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson 4 – “The Wise Men and Flight to Egypt”

                         Matthew 2:1-23

     Memory Verse – Matthew 2:2
“We saw His star in the east.  We came to worship Him.”
