LESSON 4
THE WISE MEN AND FLIGHT TO EGYPT

SCRIPTURES:
     Matthew 2:1-23

OBJECTIVE:
     As God led the wise men to Jesus, so God has led us to find Jesus.  The scriptures were used to tell the wise men where to find Jesus; the Bible also tells us where to find Jesus.

POINTS:
1. Wise men from the East came to Jerusalem asking about the baby who was born to be the king of the Jews.

2. King Herod heard about this new baby and was worried that He might take his job.

3. King Herod had a secret meeting with the wise men and asked them to find the Child so that he could go worship Him, too.  

4. King Herod lied; he wanted to kill Baby Jesus.

5. The star guided the wise men to the place where Jesus was living.

6. The wise men fell down and worshiped Jesus; they also brought Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

7. God sent a message to the wise men in a dream, warning  them NOT to go back to tell King Herod where Jesus was living.  They went home a different way.

8. An angel warned Joseph in a dream to take the young Child and Mary and go to Egypt because King Herod was wanting to kill Jesus.  They obeyed and left at night for Egypt.

9. King Herod ordered all baby boys who were two years old and younger to be put to death.

10. After King Herod died, an angel told Joseph it was safe to go home.  He moved his family back to Nazareth.

MEMORY VERSE:
     Matthew 2:2   “…We saw His star in the east.  We came to worship Him.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Wise men                               Scriptures
      East 

LESSON:
     What gift would you give Baby Jesus if you could have visited the newborn King?  Today, we will hear about some wise men who came from very far away to praise the Savior, Jesus, and to bring Him gifts.  Those costly gifts would also help Joseph, Mary, and Jesus travel and live in far away Egypt.  Why did they go to Egypt?  Listen and you will learn.

     After Jesus had been born, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem and said, “Where is the King of the Jews who was born?  We have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”  Herod the king did not like to hear this.  Would this Baby Who was born to be King of the Jews grow up and take over his job?  Herod called a meeting of the priests and teachers because they knew what the scriptures said about where the Christ would be born.  They told King Herod that the prophets had said in the book of Micah from the Bible that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem, in the land of Judah.  Do you remember from our last lesson where Jesus was born?  YES, in Bethlehem!

     King Herod had a secret meeting with the wise men.  He asked them the exact time they first saw the star.  King Herod told the wise men to go to Bethlehem   Herod lied to the wise men and said, “Go and find the Child and come back and tell me where He is so that I can go and worship Him also.”  Do you think King Herod really wanted to worship Jesus?
     The wise men left Jerusalem; the star which they had seen in the East went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where Jesus was living with His family.  The wise men were very happy to have the star guide them to Baby Jesus.  The wise men fell down before the Savior and worshiped Him.  They also gave Him expensive gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  But God sent a dream to warn the wise men NOT to go back to tell King Herod where Jesus was living.  They listened to the dream and went home a different way.

     Then, an angel from the Lord came to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the young Child and Mary and go to Egypt and stay there until you are told to return.  King Herod is going to try to find Jesus to kill Him.”  Joseph, Mary, and Jesus left right away at night to go to Egypt. King Herod also realized the wise men had tricked him and were not going to come back to tell him where Jesus was living.  King Herod was so determined to kill Baby Jesus that he ordered  all baby boys who were two years old and younger, and lived in or around Bethlehem, be put to death.  Did King Herod kill Jesus?  NO!  
     After King Herod died, an angel told Joseph it was safe to go back home.  They moved to Nazareth.  All these things – Baby Jesus’ birth, the shepherds coming to see Jesus, the wise men who brought gifts to Jesus, the trip to Egypt to escape King Herod; and  their return to Nazareth – happened just like it was told in the Bible many years before.

QUESTIONS:
1. How did the wise men know that Jesus had been born?

2. Where were the wise men from?

3. Who told King Herod about Jesus being born?

4. What did King Herod tell the wise men to do?

5. How did the wise men find Jesus?

6. What did the wise men give the baby Jesus after they worshiped him?

7. How did the wise men know to go home by another route?

8. Where did Joseph take Mary and Jesus?  Who told them to go?

9. What did King Herod do to try to kill the baby Jesus?

10. What did Joseph, Mary, and Jesus do after King Herod died?

Discuss:

     How many wise men were there?  (The Bible doesn’t tell us; some speculate three men because there were three gifts given, but we do not know).

Reiterate:  Savior = Christ = Jesus

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Complete the map from last week, showing the flight to Egypt and the return to Nazareth.
     Book # 8 – Bible Stories about Jesus (activities for ages 4-5)

                       (pp 14-15)

     Book # 36 – Bible Stories about Jesus (grades 1 & 2)
                          (pp 14-15)

     Book # 39 – Bible Puzzles for Kids (ages 6-8)

                          (pp 66, 68)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson 5 – “Jesus as a Boy”

                         Luke 2:40-52

     Memory Verse – Luke 2:49  
“…I must be where my Father’s work is.”

