LESSON 5
JESUS AS A BOY

SCRIPTURES:
     Luke 2:40-52
OBJECTIVE:
     Children should love to talk about God’s Word like Jesus did when He was a young boy.

POINTS:
1. When Jesus began to grown up, He became stronger and wiser.

2. At twelve years of age, Jesus went with His parents to Jerusalem to the feast.

3. Joseph and Mary traveled back toward Nazareth when the feast was over.

4. Jesus stayed in Jerusalem, listening to the teachers and asking them questions.

5. Joseph and Mary did not know Jesus was in Jerusalem; they thought He was with friends or family going back to Nazareth.

6. Joseph and Mary traveled a whole day before they realized Jesus was not with the group.

7. After three days, Joseph and Mary found Jesus in the temple.
8. Mary asked why He had done this to them because she and Joseph had been very worried about Him.

9. Jesus answered, “You should have known that I must be where my Father’s work is!”

10. Jesus returned to Nazareth with His parents and obeyed them always.

MEMORY VERSE:  

     Luke 2:49    “…I must be where my Father’s work is.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Passover Feast                                        Synagogue
     Occupation                                              Ancestors
LESSON:
     The Bible tells us that as a child, Jesus grew strong in His body and in His spirit.  He became very wise and God’s grace was upon Him.  But, there is only one story in the whole Bible about what Jesus did as a child.

     We do know that Joseph was a carpenter, so Jesus was probably learning that occupation at a young age.  Jesus had brothers and sisters because the Bible tells us that sons and daughters were added to Mary and Joseph’s household.    Most Jewish boys learned the Old Testament by heart and went to the synagogue to worship God.  Even though Jesus was the Son of God, He lived as a normal young child with His family.

     Every year, Jesus’ mother and father would travel from their hometown, Nazareth, to a city called Jerusalem.  They went there to celebrate the Passover Feast.  When Jesus was twelve years old, He went with His parents to Jerusalem for the feast.  They went because God wanted them to remember this special event in the lives of their ancestors.
     After the feast was over, Joseph and Mary started traveling back to Nazareth with all the other people from that city.  But, Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem by Himself, and did not tell Mary and Joseph about His plans.  They thought Jesus was with friends or family in the group.  They had traveled a whole day before realizing Jesus was not with them.  They looked and looked, but Jesus could not be found.  So, they went back to Jerusalem to look for their boy.
Joseph and Mary kept looking for Jesus.  How scared they must have been!  After three days, they found Him in the temple.  The teachers were all around Him.  Jesus was listening to the teachers and asking them questions, too.  Everyone who heard Him was so surprised by how much He knew about God’s Word.  When Jesus’ mother and father saw Him, they were amazed also.  His mother said to Him, “Son, why have you done this to us?  Look, your father and I have been very worried while we looked for you.”  Jesus told His mother and father that He did not know why they were looking for Him; He thought they knew He must be doing God’s work.  But Jesus’ mother and father really didn’t understand what Jesus said to them.
     Jesus went back to Nazareth with His parents and obeyed them always.  Mary, His mother, kept all these things that happened in her heart.  Jesus kept growing wiser and stronger.  People liked Him and He pleased God.
QUESTIONS:
     Using these words, fill in the questions below:

     NAZARETH        SON        THREE        TEMPLE        PASSOVER        JERUSALEM    
1. Jesus and His parents went to the feast of the _____________________________.

2. They went with other people from ____________________________.

3. Jesus is God’s _________________________.

4. Joseph and Mary looked for Jesus for a long time in the city of _____________________.

5. Finally, they found Him after ____________________days.

6. Jesus was talking with the teachers in the ___________________________.

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 4 – Big Puzzles for Little Hands–Jesus’ Life and Lessons (ages 3-8)

                        (pp 18-19)

     Book # 6 – Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 2-3)

                        (p. 46)

     Book # 8 – Bible Stores about Jesus (activities for ages 4-5)

                        (p. 16) 
     Book # 27 – Three-Minute Bible Stories with Games, Songs, & Action Plays (ages 5-8)

                          (p. 53)

     Book # 36 – Bible Stories about Jesus (grades 1& 2)

                          (p. 16)

     Book # 37 – Bible Stories about Jesus (grades 3 & 4)

                          (pp 16-17)

     Book # 39 – Bible Puzzles for Kids (ages 6-8)
                           (p. 69)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 6 – “John Baptizes Jesus”

                            Matthew 3: 1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22; John 1:19-34

     Memory Verse – John 3:16    “For God so loved the world that He gave His only

                                                     begotten Son…”
