LESSON 6
JOHN BAPTIZES JESUS

SCRIPTURES:
     Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11: Luke 3:1-22: John 1:19-34

OBJECTIVE:
     God was pleased with His Son Jesus because He did what was right.  Children’s parents are pleased and proud of them when they do what is right.

POINTS:
1. John, Jesus’ cousin, began to preach the words of God in the area of Judea.

2. John had no home, but lived in the wilderness, eating locusts and wild honey; he wore clothes made from camel’s hair.

3. John called for the people to repent of their sins; if they obeyed, he baptized them in the Jordan River.

4. John urged everyone to be fair and honest; many people wondered if John was the Christ.

5. John said he was not the Christ and wasn’t even worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals.

6. Jesus traveled from Galilee so John could baptize Him.
7. John did not want to baptize Jesus, but Jesus insisted, saying it was the right thing to do.

8. After Jesus was baptized, the heavens opened and John saw the Holy Spirit come down on Jesus like a dove.

9. The Father’s voice from heaved said, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”

10. John kept preaching, but King Herod became upset with him and had him beheaded.

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Wilderness                                   Baptize(d)

     Confess                                        Prophet
     Repent                                         Messiah
MEMORY VERSE:
     John 3:16   “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son….”
LESSON:
NOTE:  This needs to be simplified for the younger ones.  Descriptions and “show and tell” objects (John’s clothing, baptism, Dove descending at Jesus’ baptism, etc.) would help the children remember the important points of the lesson.
     About thirty years after Jesus’ birth, His cousin John began preaching in Judea.  A long, long time ago, Isaiah had prophesied about this John saying, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the LORD.  Make His path straight.” (Isaiah 40:3).  John didn’t live like most people; he lived in the wilderness where living off the land was very hard to do.  His clothes were made from camel’s hair and he wore a leather belt around his waist.  His food was very simple also – locusts (grasshoppers) and wild honey.  He called for the people to repent of their sins, and when they did, he baptized them in the Jordan River.

     Many people of Judea and Jerusalem came out to confess their sins and be baptized by this prophet of God.  Many people thought John must be the Messiah that they had been waiting on for many years. John told them he was not the one they were looking for, but that his work was to PREPARE the people for the Messiah, Jesus.  As John’s preaching continued, he drew not only the attention of the people, but also of the chief religious leaders, namely, the Pharisees and the Sadducees.  When he saw them coming, he confronted them by calling them a “brood of vipers!”  Some Pharisees and Sadducees thought that since they were descendants of Abraham, they were assured of salvation.  John warned them that without true repentance for sins, they would be like a tree that does not bear good fruit and is thrown into the fire.  Many people consulted John on how to bear fruits of faith.
     When speaking to tax collectors, John told them not to collect more than was due them.  John told the soldiers not to bully anyone, falsely accuse anyone, or complain about their pay. They also wondered if John was the Christ.  John said he was not the Christ, but the One coming after him was mightier and greater than he.  John believed he was not even worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals.

     Jesus traveled from Galilee to John at the Jordan River so He could be baptized.  When John saw Jesus coming, he said that Jesus was “the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  At first, John did not want to baptize Jesus, thinking that he was not worthy to baptize Him.  Jesus told John to baptize Him, and John obeyed.  Immediately after the baptism of Jesus, the heavens opened and John saw the Holy Spirit come down on Jesus like a dove.  The Father’s voice from heaven said, “This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.”  

     After Jesus’ baptism, He began teaching the people.  Many people listened and believed and began to follow Jesus.  John kept on preaching.  One day, King Herod became upset that John had rebuked him for a public sin and he put John in prison.  Not long after that, as a favor to his daughter, he had John beheaded.

QUESTIONS:

1. Where did John live after he grew up?

2. What did he eat?

3. What did he wear?

4. What did John preach to the people?

5. Who did many of the people think John the Baptist was?

6. What did John do to some people at the Jordan River?

7. Who came one day to be baptized?

8. After Jesus was baptized, who came down in the form of a dove?

9. Who said, “This is My Son?”

10. What did King Herod do to John the Baptist?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 4 – Big Puzzles for Little Hands –Jesus Life and Lessons (ages 3-8)

                        (pp.  21-22)

     Book # 20 – Bible Story Activities
                          (p. 37)

     Book # 26 – New Testament – What’s My Name (coloring book)

                         “I Baptized Jesus”

     Book # 37 – Bible Stories about Jesus (grades 3 & 4)

                          (p. 70)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson 7 – “Jesus is Tempted by the Devil”

                         Matthew 4:1-11

     Memory Verse – Matthew 4:10b  “…You must worship the Lord your God.  Serve only Him.”  
