LESSON 7
JESUS IS TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL
SCRIPTURES:
     Matthew 4:1-11

OBJECTIVE:
     Jesus did not use special power to keep the devil from tricking Him.  He used the Word of God.  He showed us that God’s Word is all we need today.

POINTS:
1. Jesus went into the wilderness after His baptism.

2. Jesus did not eat anything for forty days.

3. The devil was also in the wilderness and wanted Jesus to sin.

4. The devil told Jesus to turn stones into bread.  Jesus told him, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”

5. The devil then took Jesus to a tall temple and tried to get Him to jump and let the angels catch him.  Jesus said, “You shall not tempt the Lord your God.”

6. Next, the devil showed Jesus the whole world and wanted Him to bow down and worship him.  Jesus said, “You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.”

7. Jesus did not sin; angels came and took care of Him.

MEMORY VERSE:

     Matthew 4:10b    “…You must worship the Lord your God.  Serve only Him.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:

     Wilderness
     Tempted
LESSON:
     How do you feel when you haven’t had anything to eat for a while?  In this lesson, we’ll learn about how long JESUS went without food.  We’ll also learn how to fight against the Devil’s temptations.

     After John baptized Jesus at the Jordan River, the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted.  There were wild animals there too.  Jesus did not eat for forty days! He was very hungry and weak.  The devil, or Satan as we sometimes call him, was in the wilderness also and wanted Jesus to sin.  If the devil could make Jesus sin, Jesus would not be our Savior.  He told Jesus to do a miracle by feeding Himself.  He told Jesus to turn stones into bread and eat them.  Jesus did not want to sin.  He told the devil a Bible passage, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”
     The devil decided to try something else to try to make Jesus sin.  He took Jesus to the top of the very tall temple.  The devil told Jesus to jump down because angels would catch Him.  Jesus knew this would be a sin.  He did not jump, but told the devil another Bible passage, “You shall not tempt the LORD your God.”

     The devil wasn’t going to give up.  If he was going to win this contest, he would have to trick Jesus into sinning.  The devil tried another tactic:  he took Jesus upon a high mountain and showed Him every country in the whole world.  The devil said, “If you will bow down and worship me, I will give you all these things.”  Jesus knew He should only worship God.  Jesus did not want to sin against His Father.  He said another important Bible passage to the devil, “You shall worship the LORD your God and Him only shall you serve.”  Jesus did not sin.  He used the Word of God against the devil.  Jesus told the devil to leave.  God then sent angels to take care of Jesus.
QUESTIONS:
Discuss:  
· Why did Satan want Jesus to prove He was the Son of God?

· Could Jesus have done the things the devil asked Him to do?  If so, why didn’t He do any at least something the devil asked Him to do?
· Where is this story on the time-line?
Supply the missing word to make the sentences below correct.

          bread     God’s Word     40     sin     temple

1. The devil wanted Jesus to _________________.

2. The devil wanted Jesus to turn stones into _______________.

3. Jesus used _____________________against the devil.

4. The devil wanted Jesus to jump from the _________________________.

5. Jesus stayed in the wilderness __________________days and nights.

TRUE OR FALSE:

1. The devil told Jesus to worship him.
2. Jesus told the devil that we are to worship only God.

3. The devil tempted Jesus three times in the wilderness.

4. Jesus spoke God’s Word to the devil.

5. God’s Word will help us say, “NO” to sin.

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 4 – Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8)
                       (pp. 23, 24)

     Book # 6 – Favorite Bible Heroes  (ages 2-3)

                       (pp. 50, 51)

     Book # 39 – Bible Puzzles for Kids (ages 6-8)

                          (p. 71)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson 8 – “The First Disciples”

                        Luke 5:1-11 & 6:12-16; Matthew 4:18-22; 10:1-10; Mark 3:13-14

     Memory Verse – Matthew 4:19
“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
