LESSON 8
THE FIRST DISCIPLES

SCRIPTURES:
     Luke 5:1-ll; 6:12-16; Matthew 4:18-22; 10:1-10; Mark 3:13-14

OBJECTIVE:
     Jesus wanted the early disciples to be fishers of men – to teach other people that He was the Son of God.   Jesus also wants us to be fishers of men.

POINTS:
1. Jesus traveled from place to place telling people about God’s Word.

2. Jesus selected 12 special men to help Him tell the people about God.

3. These special men were later called apostles.
4. These men left everything and followed Jesus everywhere.

5. The apostles heard Jesus preach, saw His miracles, saw Him die on the cross, and saw Him after He had risen.

6. The apostles went everywhere telling the people that Jesus was the Son of God and Savior of the world.
MEMORY VERSE:
     Matthew 4:19   “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Disciples                                    The term:  Fishers of me     
     Resurrection                               Apostles
LESSON:

     Jesus often traveled from town to town, telling people God’s Word.  Jesus knew how important it was for the people to know that He was their Savior whom God the Father had sent to take away their sins.  Everywhere Jesus went, big crowds of people gathered to hear Him.  They had heard about His teachings and the miracles He performed.  Sometimes the people were so close to Him that He could hardly walk!
     In today’s lesson, Jesus was preaching beside a big lake called Lake Galilee.  The people were pressing closer and closer, trying to see and hear Him.  Some of Jesus’ disciples made their living as fishermen.  These men were named Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John. The men had left their boats at the edge of the lake and were cleaning their nets.  Jesus got into one of the boats and asked Simon Peter to row Him a short way out into the lake.  Now, everyone could sit down on the shore and see and hear Jesus easily.  Jesus preached to them from the boat.  Jesus wanted everyone to know that He is God’s Son and their Savior.  
     When Jesus was done preaching, He said to Simon Peter, “Row out into the deep water and put your net into the water to catch fish.”  Simon Peter said, “Master, we worked hard all night trying to catch fish, but we caught nothing, but I will obey Your word and let down the net.”  The men did as Jesus told them.  When Simon Peter and Andrew put their nets in the water, they caught so many fish that their nets were breaking.  They called to their friends in the other boat.  “Help us!”  Together, they filled BOTH BOATS so that they began to sink!  They were all amazed to catch so many fish.

     Simon Peter realized that Jesus helped them catch so many fish because He is God.  An ordinary man could not have done this.  Simon Peter bowed down before Jesus and said, “I am a sinful man, O Lord.”  Jesus answered him, “Do not be afraid.  Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  So Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John left their boats, gave up fishing, and stayed with Jesus all the time.  They helped Jesus tell the people that He forgives sin if they obey His word.
     On another day, Jesus knew it was time to choose all twelve disciples.   This was such an important decision that Jesus prayed all night to His Heavenly Father.   In the morning, Jesus called all His disciples together.  Although Jesus had many followers, He chose twelve special men to help Him with his preaching while on earth, to see Him after His resurrection, and to help lay the foundation of the church.  These men were called “apostles. ” Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John, the fishermen who had left everything to follow Jesus were joined by Philip and Bartholomew; Matthew and Thomas; another James who was the son of Alphaeus;  another Simon called the Zealot; Thaddaeus; and Judas Iscariot who would later betray Jesus.  They followed Jesus for several years, they heard His message, they saw His miracles.  They saw Jesus die on the cross and rise again.  Jesus wanted them to go and tell others all about these things they had seen and learned.   Jesus is the world’s Savior.
QUESTIONS:
Use these words to fill in the blanks:

     Fish     People     Jesus     Simon     Men     Nets     Crowded     Word     Boat     Apostles

1. Many ____________________came to see Jesus.

2. The people ___________________________around Jesus.

3. Jesus sat in a ________________________________so everyone could see and hear Him.

4. Jesus preached to them God’s ___________________________.

5. Jesus told the disciples to cast their ________________into the water.

6. The disciples caught many __________________________.

7. ______________________Peter confessed he was a sinful man.

8. _________________________said, “Do not be afraid.”

9. “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of __________________.”

10. These twelve special chosen men were called ____________________________.
Discuss:  
· The different occupations of the apostles

· Many of the men had two names (just as we do today) and they may be called one name one place in the Bible and another name in a different Scripture.

· The difference between a disciple and an apostle.

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Sing the song, “Jesus Called Them”
     Book # 4 – Big Puzzles for Little Hands – Jesus’ Life and Lessons (ages 3-8; pp. 25, 26, 27)

     Book # 8 – Bible Stories about Jesus  (activities for ages 4-5; pp. 20, 21)

     Book # 34 – Life of Jesus - Dot-to-Dot (many pages)
     Book # 36 – Bible Stories about Jesus (grades 1 & 2; p. 20)

     Book # 37 – Bible Stories about Jesus (grades 3 & 4; p. 20)

     Book # 39 – Bible Puzzles for Kids (ages 6-8; p. 72)

     Book # 42 – Life of Jesus Bible Puzzles (older children; pp. 17, 18)

     Fishers of Men Puzzles (included)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 9 “Good Friends” (Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man)

                         Mark 2:1-12
     Memory Verse – 1 John 1:17     “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
