LESSON 9
GOOD FRIENDS (JESUS HEALS A PARALYZED MAN)
SCRIPTURES:
     Mark 2:1-12

OBJECTIVE:
     The paralyzed man had some good friends that did something wonderful for him.  We should do good things for our friends.

POINTS:
1. Crowds followed Jesus everywhere.

2. At a house in Capernaum, so many people gathered to hear Jesus teach that there wasn’t even a place to stand.

3. Four men came to the house carrying a paralyzed man because they knew Jesus could heal him.

4. The men went onto the roof above Jesus and made a hole in it.

5. The men lowered the paralyzed man down to Jesus.
6. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Young man, your sins are forgiven.”

7. Jesus’ enemies thought to themselves, “Why does this man say things like that? Only God can forgive sins.”

8. Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking.

9. To show His power, Jesus told the paralyzed man to stand up and walk home.

10. The people were surprised and praised God for the miracle.

MEMORY VERSE:
     I John 1:17     “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Paralyzed                        Enemies
     Crowd
LESSON:
       Great crowds of people followed Jesus wherever He went.  They had seen and heard about the many people Jesus healed and the other miracles He performed.  One day, Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee and came to the city of Capernaum.  The news spread quickly that Jesus was in the city.  There were so many people at the house to hear Jesus that there was no place to stand, not even outside the door.

     Four men came to the house carrying a man who was paralyzed and could not walk.  They knew Jesus could heal the man, but they couldn’t even get in the door to see Jesus because of the crowd.  What were they going to do? Would they have to carry the man back to his home?  Then, they had an idea!  They decided to go to the roof above the place where Jesus was teaching.  They carried the sick man to the top of the house and made a hole in the roof.  They lowered the mat with the paralyzed man on it down into the room, right before Jesus!  Jesus saw that these men had great faith because they had gone to so much trouble to see Him.  He told the paralyzed man, “Young man, your sins are forgiven.”
     Some enemies of Jesus were also in the room.  They heard Jesus speak of forgiving sins.  “Why does this man say things like that?” they said to themselves.  “Only God can forgive sins.”  Even though they had not said anything aloud, Jesus knew what they were thinking.  To show them the power of the Son of Man, He said to the sick man, “Arise, take up your bed and walk.”  Immediately the sick man was able to stand.  He took his mat and walked to his home.
     The people who saw this were so surprised.  They could see that Jesus had healed the man just by speaking.    They praised God for the miracle and said, “We have never seen anything like this!”

QUESTIONS:
Select the correct answer:

1. People everywhere (were, were not) talking about Jesus and the miracles He performed.
2. Jesus came to (Capernaum, Jerusalem) to preach God’s Word.

3. The room where Jesus preached was (full, empty).

4. (Two, Four) men came to Jesus carrying a sick friend.

5. The men knew Jesus had power to (help, hurt) the sick man.

6. The men got the paralyzed man to Jesus by cutting a hole in the (roof, door).

7. Jesus (did forgive, did not forgive) the sins of the sick man.
8. Jesus knew that His enemies had (hatred, faith) in their hearts.

9. Then, Jesus made the sick man (well, sad).

10. The people (praised, criticized) Jesus for healing the sick man.
Discuss:  
· Jesus knew what His enemies were thinking; He also knows what we think.  
· We must be careful with our thoughts.

· Discuss the phrase “Son of Man”

     Have the children find the city of Capernaum on a map.  Try to help them start learning to identify key cities and places (for example, Sea of Galilee, Jordan River, Dead Sea, Jerusalem, Nazareth, Bethlehem, etc).

     Show the students the time-line for this lesson (Life of Christ) from the chart in your classroom.

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 4 – Big Puzzles for Little Hands–Jesus’ Life and Lessons (ages 3-8)

                       (p. 28)

     Book # 22 – Miracles of Jesus (Bible Fun Puzzles Series) (ages 3-6)

                          (pp. 30-35)

     Book # 35 – Little Tot Dot-to-Dot
                          (p. 42
)

     Book # 39 – Bible Puzzles for Kids (ages 6-8)
                          (p. 77)
     Book # 41 – Favorite Bible Stories (grades 1 & 2)

                          (pp. 40, 41)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson 10 – “Jesus Raises the Daughter of Jairus”

                           Luke 8:40-56; Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43

     Memory Verse – John 11:25   “Jesus said...He who believes in Me, though he may die, 

                                                       he shall live.”
