LESSON 2

HOW THE BIBLE IS DIVIDED

TIME STAMP: (reinforcement)

God’s plan from the beginning BEFORE the “foundations of the world”—Eph. 1.4

JESUS IS THE PLAN: (reinforcement)

“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God”—Jn. 1.1

OBJECTIVES:
1. The names of the two main divisions of the BIBLE

2. That each division is further divided into books

3. How many books are in each division?
4. Total number of books in the Bible
MEMORY VERSE:  Luke 11:28

     “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it.”

VOCABULARY WORDS: 
   Holy—kidesh Hebrew, hagios Greek—sacred, set apart, dedicated—Exo. 3.4

   Divisions/sections—How the books are separated into Testaments

   Testament—diatheke Greek—disposition, contract, covenant

   Covenant—bereeth Hebrew, diatheke Greek—compact, league—Gen. 6.18 
          (NOTE: Greek word is translated either testament or covenant.)

LESSON:
   In our first lesson, we studied about the greatest book in the whole world. Do you remember the name of that book? Yes, it’s the Bible! Do you remember why it is so special? Yes, it’s because this is the only book from God to us! God’s Spirit told about 40 different men what to write so we could study and know what to do and how to act--whether we’re young or old.

   The Bible tells us all true stories or lessons that are MUCH, MUCH better than any man or woman could ever write. (Show Pictures from Old & New Testament stories.) From the Bible we learn where the animals, birds, and fish came from and who named them; it tells about a young man who killed a giant with just his sling; we’re told how a young man escaped being eaten by lions; we learn how a large fish swallowed a man, then spit the man out of its mouth three days later--and the man went to a city and preached! We read about the strongest man that ever lived and how he lost his strength; it tells us about animals that talked; it describes great storms at sea that caused boats to sink, but the people on board were safe; it tells us about Jesus walking on water and how He healed many people--just HUNDREDS OF STORIES! There are even love stories and riddles in the Bible! I want to know all about these things, don’t you?

   Let’s learn some things about the Bible or Holy Bible, as it is most-often called, so it will be easier for us to find these stories.

   First, the Bible is divided into two main parts: The Old Testament and the New Testament (use visual of two-part Bible). The Old Testament will be in the very front of your Bible. Open your Bible (give out Bibles) and see if you can find it. The Old Testament gives us a lot of history and tells us about things that will happen in the future. It is divided into thirty-nine (39) books, beginning with Genesis and Exodus. 

   The New Testament will be a little over half-way when you open your Bible. Can you find it? The New Testament tells us all about Jesus and the things we must do if we are to be a Christian. It is divided into twenty-seven (27) books, beginning with Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

   If you add the Old Testament and the New Testament books together, you get a total of sixty-six (66) books in the entire Bible.  (Let the older students do the math.) This is really a lot of things to remember! Let’s repeat them again.

   Testament means “promise,” or “agreement.” So when we read and study the Bible, we know that whatever it says, it is a promise from God to us that it is the truth, and we need to obey whatever God or Jesus tells us.

QUESTIONS:

1. The Bible is divided into _____sections; can you name them?

2. These two sections are divided into _____________.
3. How many books are in the Old Testament?

4. How many books are in the New Testament?

5. How many books are in the entire Bible?
6. What does the word “testament” mean?

7. What is the greatest book ever written?

8. Why it is important to listen and learn what the Bible teaches?

SONGS:
1. OT Books of the Bible

2. NT Books of the Bible

3. The B-I-B-L-E

4. Give Me the Bible
ACTIVITIES:
1. Bible bookmark....Book # 15, pg. 58 (Make bookmarks with their names. Use in their Bibles as timeline in Bible)

2. Old Testament......Book # 1, pg. 13

3. New Testament.....Book # 1, pg. 14

4. Coloring sheets..... Book # 14, pgs. 41, 42

5. For Older Kits—Have them unscramble the magnetic board to create the chart for Divisions. Discuss the placement of the books under the Covenants and explain that Jesus lived under the Old Covenant, not the New.

6. Book 52, Page 17 “Put in order”

7. Book 52, Page 18 “Complete the chart”
 

OPTIONAL FOR OLDER STUDENTS:

	OLD TESTAMENT DIVISIONS
	NEW TESTAMENT DIVISIONS

	Law       5 Books
	Gospels    4 Books

	History    12 Books
	History     1 Book

	Poetry      5 Books
	Letters     21 Books

	Prophecy   17 Books
	Prophecy   1 Book

	For Older Students:


	

	OLD COVENANTS
	NEW COVENANT

	Law       5 Books
	History     1 Book

	History    12 Books
	Letters     21 Books

	Poetry      5 Books
	Prophecy   1 Book

	Prophecy   17 Books
	

	Gospels    4 Books
	


NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
   Lesson # 3: “THE CREATION”--Genesis 1:1

   Memory Verse: Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created 
                                                        the heavens and the earth.”
   Assign for memorization first four books of the O.T.

