LESSON 6

THE FIRST FAMILY

TIME STAMP:

Genesis 4

TIME STAMP:

After man was driven out of the Garden of Eden (3:24)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Sacrifice of Abel (4:4) – Hebrews 12:24 - Jesus' blood (sacrifice) speaks better than the blood (sacrifice) of Abel

OBJECTIVES:
At the end of class, students will know that:

1. After leaving the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had to work to grow their own food.

2. Eve gave birth to the first children.  Cain was born first; Abel came next.

3. As they grew,  Cain became a farmer;  Abel raised sheep.

4. Cain and Abel offered sacrifices to God.  Abel offered one of his sheep; Cain gave some of his crop.

5. God was pleased with Abel’s sacrifice but was not pleased with Cain’s.

6. Anger and jealousy can make us think and do bad things.  Cain was so angry that his sacrifice was rejected that he killed his brother.

7. When God asked Cain where Abel was, Cain lied and pretended he didn’t know.

8. God cursed Cain and sent him away from Adam and Eve.  The consequence of Cain’s sin was that he had to leave his home and family.

9. Adam and Eve had another son named Seth.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 4:9
     “And the Lord God said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother?

       And he said, I know not:  Am I my brother’s keeper?”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Sacrifice(s)

     Consequence

     Rejected

     Fugitive

     Vagabond

LESSON:
     In our last lesson, we learned about how Adam and Eve disobeyed God and broke the one rule that He had given them.  Do you remember what that was?  Because they disobeyed, they had to leave the garden.  From now on, they had to work to grow their own food--no more fruit growing on all the trees.  

     Before very long, Eve gave birth to their first child.  It was a boy and they called him

Cain.  A while later, Eve had another child--another boy called Abel.  Cain and Abel grew and learned how to help their parents.  Abel’s job was to raise and tend to sheep. Cain became a farmer and his job was to grow food.

     In those days, God required sacrifices from Adam and his family.  Abel offered one of his sheep to God as a sacrifice.  Abel’s sacrifice was pleasing to God.  Cain brought some of the food he had grown as an offering to God.  God WAS NOT pleased with Cain’s sacrifice.  How do you think Cain felt when his sacrifice was rejected by God and his brother’s sacrifice was pleasing to God?  He might have been sad; he might have been jealous; he might have been angry.

     Later, when Cain and Abel were talking in the field, Cain began to fight his brother and killed him.  The Lord asked Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”  Cain pretended he did not know.  Was  Cain telling the truth?  Can we hide things that we do from God?  Can we have secrets from God?

     As a consequence of his sin, Cain had to leave his family and his home.  God said Cain would always be a fugitive and a vagabond.

     Later, Adam and Eve had another son.   They named him Seth.

QUESTIONS:
1. How did Adam and Eve support themselves after they left the Garden of Eden?

2. What is the name of Adam and Eve’s first child?  The second child’s name?

3. What kind of work did Cain do?  What kind of work did Abel do?

4. What kind of sacrifice did Cain give to God?  What king of sacrifice did Abel give to God?  Which sacrifice pleased God?

5. How do you think Cain felt when God rejected his sacrifice?  What did he do?

6. Can you think of some times when you felt angry or jealous?  What did you do?

7. What did Cain do when God asked him where Abel was?

8. What was the consequence of Cain’s sin?

9. What was the name of Adam and Eve’s third child?

ACTIVITIES:

Several of the activity books in our library have activities, worksheets, coloring pages, puzzles, crafts, etc. that would be suitable for this lesson.  Some suggestions include:

1. Book #12--The Shoebox Family  (pp.16-17)
(Discuss what is a family and the members of a family.)

2. Book #52--My Family – use family members from Shoe Box Family (above)

3. Rainbow Lesson--Lesson 3--Cain and Abel

RESOURCES:

1. Book #12--Bible Crafts

2. Rainbow Lesson (by Jane Britnell)

NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 7: “Noah and the Ark”  
                          Genesis 6 and 7
     Memory verse:  Genesis 6:9  “...and Noah walked with God.”
     Assign next four O.T. books for memorization:  (Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs)

