LESSON 7

NOAH AND THE ARK

SCRIPTURE:

Genesis 6 and 7
TIME STAMP:

"When men began to multiply on the face of the earth" (6:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Parallel the flood with baptism (1 Pet. 3:18-22)

OBJECTIVES:
At the end of class, students will know that:

1. God created a perfect world.

2. Adam and Eve committed the first sin;  people after them continually grew further from God.

3. Because the people were so evil, God decided to destroy them by causing a great flood to cover all the earth.

4. God saw one righteous man and his family; this man was named Noah.

5. God told Noah to build an ark to save himself, his family, and pairs of all creatures from the flood.

6. Noah was instructed by God to preach to the people, hoping they would repent.

7. Noah built the ark exactly as God instructed.

8. Noah loaded food, the animals, and his family onto the ark when God told him.

9. The rains began, and continued for forty days and forty nights.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 6:9 
     “...and Noah walked with God.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Perfect

     Flood

     Ark

     Evil

     Pattern

LESSON:
     What do you do when it rains and rains and rains?  You can’t go outside to play.

Do you begin to think that it will never stop raining?  Can you imagine what it must have been like to watch it rain for FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS?

     Back a long time ago when God created the world, everything was perfect—but that didn’t last long!  Do you remember who committed the first sin and what they did?  Yes, it was Adam and Eve, and they ate fruit from the ONE tree God had told them they couldn’t eat.  From then on, people continued to do things that were wrong. They didn’t PRAY to God, they didn’t LISTEN to God!  In fact, they just did what they wanted to do and forgot all about God!!  The people were so evil that God was sorry He had even created them.   

     However, there was one good man that loved God and was trying do to everything just like God wanted.  This man’s name was NOAH.  God told Noah that He was going to send a flood that would destroy all the sinful people on earth.  This great flood was going to be so BIG that it would cover the WHOLE EARTH!  Noah’s job was to build an ark big enough for himself, his family, and pairs of all the creatures on earth.  Can you imagine trying to build such a big boat? 

     Noah and his tree sons--Ham, Shem, and Japheth--began building the ark exactly like the pattern God gave them.  They had to chop down trees and make smooth boards; they had to put the boards together piece by piece.  They had to make pitch to coat the ark so that it would be waterproof.

     The whole time they were working, Noah was also preaching to the people.  He warned them to turn back to God or they would ALL be destroyed in a great flood.  He told them it was going to start raining and would keep on raining for FORTY days and nights.....but NO ONE believed him.

     Instead of trying to do good things and turn back to God, the people made fun of

Noah.  They thought he was crazy for building such a big boat.  Besides that, the people had never seen rain before.  They laughed and laughed at Noah.  But Noah didn’t care; he believed God.

     After 120 years, Noah and his family had finished building the ark.  God told them to start loading it with food for themselves and the animals.  Do you think it would take a lot of food to feed themselves and all the animals that would be on the ark? What kinds of food do you think they might have put on the ark?

     Then, God told Noah and his family to start loading all the animals and birds.  They built a ramp so all the animals could walk onto the ark.  They loaded two lions, two bears, two giraffes, two cats, two lizards, two spiders, two tiny ladybugs, two dogs, two monkeys; they loaded  seven pairs of some more important animals, such as sheep, cows, and doves--some of all the animals on earth--just as God had instructed.  They all kept marching up the ramp onto the ark until they were all aboard.

     The people watching the animals and birds settling down in the ark continued to mock and laugh at Noah.  Imagine, building this BIG, BIG boat in the middle of a field then loading it with all these creatures......!!

     Even though they made fun of him, Noah continued to preach to the people.  But they just wouldn’t listen.  There wasn’t anything else he could do to make them believe God meant exactly what He said.

     Noah and his family (his wife, his three sons and their wives--eight people all together) spent their first night on the ark.  The people were still outside, laughing and making fun of Noah.  “Hey, Noah!  I thought you said it was going to rain,” they probably sneered.  They awoke the second day....and the third day...and the fourth day...and still there was no rain.

     The people outside yelled and laughed even louder.  But Noah remained calm and continued to tell the people they needed to turn to God.  The fifth day and the sixth day were no different; there was no rain.  But on the SEVENTH day, SLAM went the door.  God had closed it and no one or nothing else could get on the ark.

     Guess what?  It started to rain, just like God said it would.  It rained and rained and rained!!!  It kept on raining for forty days and forty nights.  That’s a long, long time.

     There was so much water on the earth that you couldn’t see anything EXCEPT water!!  The tallest building and the tallest mountain were all covered by water.

     In our next lesson, we’ll see what happened to Noah and his family.

QUESTIONS:
     1.  The people on the earth were so evil that God decided to destroy them by:

          
a.  wind
b.  fire

c.  water (flood)

     2.  How many people were in Noah’s family, counting Noah?

          
a.  three
b.  eight
c.  twelve

     3.  What did the people on earth do when Noah started building the ark?

           
a.  made fun of him
b.  helped him

c.  blew the ark up with dynamite

     4.  How many of most animals and bids did Noah put on the ark?

          
a.  two

b.  five

c.  twelve

     5.  Who closed the door of the ark after the animals and Noah and his family were all safely aboard?

           
a.  God

b.  Elvis
c.  The wind

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
1. Draw the ark how you think it might have looked.  Remember, it had three stories (a bottom, a middle, and an upper deck); it had a door, a window, and a roof.

2. From Book #24--Bible Story Crafts, Shoebox Art (p. 9-14). Example ark in resource room – made one as visual to teach lesson.  For younger children, one shoebox or one paper sack for the entire class; for older students, have one shoebox or sack for each.  Have pictures of animals cut out; let the student color the pictures.  Have cross-tabs made for bottom of pictures so they will stand.

3. Bible Crafts on a Shoe String (not in NoteBook) – age 2-3 (p. 15-16). Make puzzle. Cut blanks apart and have children glue on other page. If they follow directions as Noah did, they build the ark.

4. Book #1--Big Puzzles for Little Hands; ( p.19 and p.48?)

5. Book #11--Bible Crafts--Noah’s Boat-ful; (p. 11 & 12)

6. Book #12--Bible Crafts--Ark Mobile (p.45)

7. Older Kids Video ONLINE

a. Video Part 1 -- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YapDn8cxEb0&feature=related
b. Video Part 2 -- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Izg6JlKO-yE&feature=related
c. Video Part 3 -- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOrQQWpLS6I&feature=related
d. Video Part 4 -- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uIyDWzc5I4M&feature=related
e. Video Part 5 -- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ahz6Ja2FlY&feature=related
f. Video Part 6 -- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pLm2kTSIQM&NR=1
8. Great Video -- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu62t-z_n8I&NR=1
NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 8: “God Puts A Rainbow in the Sky”
                           Genesis 9: 1-17

     Memory verse:  Genesis 9:10  “I do set my bow in the cloud.”

     Assign next four book of O.T.    (Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah)
SONGS:

NOAH BUILT THE ARK SO HIGH

(SING TO THE TUNE OF “MARY HAD A LITTLE LAMB”)

NOAH BUILT THE ARK SO HIGH.

ARK SO HIGH, ARK SO HIGH.

NOAH BUILT THE ARK SO  HIGH,

JUST AS GOD HAD SAID.

     (make pounding motions to show building or “high” with hands)

HE GATHERED ALL THE ANIMALS IN,

ANIMALS IN, ANIMALS IN.

HE GATHERED ALL THE ANIMALS IN,

TO SAVE THEM FROM THE FLOOD.

     (make gathering motions)

THEN GOD SENT THE RAIN ONE DAY,

RAIN ONE DAY, RAIN ONE DAY.

THEN GOD SENT THE RAIN ONE DAY,

IT COVERED ALL THE WORLD.

     (make raining motions)

IT RAINED FOR FORTY DAYS AND NIGHTS,

DAYS AND NIGHTS, DAYS AND NIGHTS.

IT RAINED FOR 40 DAYS AND NIGHT,

IT COVERED ALL THE EARTH.

     (show 10 fingers four times)

--Can STOP HERE and add the next two verses next week--

A DOVE BROUGHT BACK AN OLIVE BRANCH,

AN OLIVE BRANCH, AND OLIVE BRANCH.

A DOVE BROUGHT BACK AN OLIVE BRANCH,

TO SHOW THE LAND WAS DRY.

     (pretend holding a branch in fingers)

GOD PUT A RAINBOW IN THE SKY,

IN THE SKY, IN THE SKY,

GOD PUT A RAINBOW IN THE SY

A SYMBOL OF HIS PROMISE

     (make a big arch with hand pointing finger up)

