LESSON  8

GOD PUTS A RAINBOW IN THE SKY

SCRIPTURE:

Genesis 9:1-17

TIME STAMP:

After the flood (8:13) - "the water was dried up from the earth"

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Concept of a Covenant of God (9:9ff) - God made a covenant with all men through Jesus

OBJECTIVE:
To know that God keeps His promises; the world will never be destroyed again by water.

POINTS:
1. The people on earth had become very evil.

2. Noah and his family were righteous.

3. God told Noah to build an ark and to preach to the people.

4. God had Noah to load the ark with animals and food and his family

5. It rained for forty days and forty nights.

6. All the earth was covered by water.

7. When the waters started going down, the ark came to rest on Mr. Ararat.

8. A dove let Noah know that plants had started growing again on the earth.

9. Noah, his family, and all the animals left the ark.

10. God put a rainbow in the sky as a promise that He would never again destroy the earth by water.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 9:13
     “I do set my bow in the cloud.”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Righteous

     Pattern

     Rainbow  (bow)

LESSON:
     In our last lesson, we studied about a very special man--a man who loved God and who tried to do everything just like God told him to do.  This man’s name was .......NOAH!   But, all the other people on the earth had become very mean and evil, and God decided to destroy them by sending a great flood that would cover all the earth.  But because Noah and his family were righteous, they would be saved from the flood.  How would this be possible?

     God told Noah to build a big boat called an.......ARK.  God gave Noah the EXACT pattern for building the ark--exactly how high, how wide, what kind of wood to use, how many doors and windows, and everything else about the boat.  Noah and his family made the ark just like God told them.

     Noah had preached to the people all the 120 years he was building the ark, but they just laughed at him.  But Noah kept on building the ark and taking care of his family.  When the ark was finished, do you remember what Noah put on the ark?  Yes--pairs of every living creature and food for all of them!  Noah and his family--his sons, Ham, Shem, and Japheth, and all of their wives-- must have worked very hard.

     After they had been on the ark seven days, God closed the door to the ark.  Strange noises came from under the ground and great springs of water spilled onto the earth; the heavens opened and it began to rain and rain.  So, water was coming from below and from above the earth.  The water got higher and higher, and it wasn’t long before the ark began to float.   10 days, 15 days, 20 days, 30 days....and it kept on raining!  But on the fortieth day, it stopped raining--just as God had said.  Water covered EVERYTHING!  No trees, no houses, not even the tallest mountain could be seen.

     Another 150 days came and went.  Inside the ark, Noah and his family were busy tending to all the animals.  Would you like the job of feeding and cleaning up after all those creatures on the ark?

     Then one day, God caused a wind to blow.  This helped the water travel up into the air, making it disappear faster.  Can you make water disappear by blowing on it?  No, only God can do that!

     After a time, the mountain tops began to reappear.  Then, they noticed that the ark had stopped floating; it had landed on top of a mountain.  That mountain was called Mt. Ararat. After the waters had gone down and rivers and lakes and seas were formed again, Noah wanted to see if it was time to come out of the ark.  He opened the window and let a raven fly out.  Do you know what a raven is?  Then he sent a dove out.  What does a dove look like?  But the dove couldn’t find a place to rest, so it came back to the ark.  Noah knew there was still too much water on the ground for them to leave the ark.

     After a week had gone by, Noah sent the dove out again.  This time, the dove brought back an olive branch.  Noah then knew that the waters had gone down and plants were beginning to grow.  He waited one more week, opened the window, and let the dove out again.  This time the dove flew away and did not come back.  Noah removed the top of the ark and looked out at the dry ground.  What a wonderful sight!

     God assured Noah that it was safe for his family and all the animals to leave the ark.  What do you think the animals did after they got out of the ark?  Do you think they ran and kicked up their heels?  They were free to spread out all over the earth.

     One of the first things Noah did when he got off the ark was build an altar and worship God.  He was so thankful that the Lord had protected him and his family and kept them safe.

     While Noah was worshipping God, he looked up into the sky and saw a rainbow.  What a beautiful sight.  God had placed a rainbow of pretty colors in the sky.  God told Noah that the rainbow was a promise that He would never again destroy the whole earth with a flood.

     Can you describe a rainbow?  When you see a rainbow in the clouds, remember that it was put there by God many years ago.  

QUESTIONS:
     1.  How long did it rain?

          a.  3 days
b.  10 days
c.  40 days

     2.  After the flood, the ark came to rest on what?

          a.  a football field
b.  Mount Ararat
c.  seashore

     3.  What creatures did Noah send out to see if the land was dry?

           a.  birds

b.  monkeys
c.  lambs

     4.  What did Noah do when he first got out of the ark?

          a.  shouted “hooray”
b.  went to the grocery store
c.  worshipped God

     5.  God made a covenant with Noah to never again send a flood to destroy everything  
          on the earth.  What was the sign of that promise?

          a.  a cross
b.  a star
c.  a rainbow

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
1. Have a stuffed toy bird on a stick to show how it might have flown around outside the ark trying to find a place to land and rest.

2. Have different colors of construction paper cut out to let the students make their own rainbow.

3. Book #52, p. 43--Make paper bag ark and rainbow to use with shoebox characters fro last week 

4. Sing song from last week adding last two verses

5. Book 52, p. 44--Make Door Hanger poem of Noah

NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 9: “Tower of Babel”
                          Genesis 11:1-9

     Memory verse:  Genesis 11:9    “…there the Lord confused the language 
                                                          of the whole world.”
     Assign next four books of the O.T.   (Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea)
