LESSON 10

ABRAHAM, MAN OF GREAT FAITH

SCRIPTURE:

Genesis 12:1-4; Genesis 22:1-12

TIME STAMP:

The Promises (12:1-3) around 2000 BC

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

"in you all the families of the earth will be blessed" (12:3)

OBJECTIVE:
Teach the importance of faith; always do what the Lord commands.

POINTS:
1. Abraham, a “friend of God,” lived in a city called Ur and a city called Haran.

2. At the age of 75, God told Abraham to leave his country “and go to the land that I will show you.”

3. God promised Abraham special blessings for himself and his family.

4. Abraham trusted and obeyed God without any questions.

5. Abraham left on a long journey with his wife and his nephew, Lot.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 12:1
     “.....Leave your country....and go to the land I will show you.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:

     Chosen

     Country (Homeland)

     Bless (Blessings)

     Nation

LESSON:
     Did you know that God had friends?  A very long time ago, there lived a very special man named Abraham.  He is described as a “chosen” man, “the Friend of God.”  What a special man Abraham must have been!!

     Abraham and his wife, Sarai, lived in a city with a funny-sounding name; it was called Ur.   Most of the people around them didn’t worship God, but Abraham was different.  He loved God and worshipped Him.  God promised Abraham that He would make him a great nation and that through him, all the families of the earth would be blessed.  But Sarah and Abraham had no children.  How was a great nation of people going to come from them?

      God told Abraham “to leave your country, your family, and your father’s house, and I want you to go into a land that I will show you.”  What a big assignment!  Could you leave your relatives and start traveling--not knowing where you were going?  Abraham did just that--exactly as God had told him!
     Was this an easy job?  Did they have cars and trucks in those days?  Oh, no!  The people could either walk or ride on the back of an animal--probably a camel or a donkey.  They also had to carry all their belongings or let the animals carry them.  Did they have nice, paved roads on which to travel?  What about a hotel to stay in at night?  Restaurants to eat in?  NONE of those things!  They also had all their animals--camels, donkeys, sheep, etc.--to feed and water.  Even with the servants, it was a BIG, BIG task.

     Abraham didn’t question God about why or where or when, like we would probably do. He promptly obeyed God.  

     Abraham, his wife Sarah, his nephew, Lot, servants, and all their possessions, left on the journey.  They settled in a town named Haran for a while.  When Abraham was seventy-five, they left Haran and traveled toward the land of Canaan.  God told Abraham He would give this land to his offspring (his children, their families, and on down the line).  Abraham built an altar there and worshipped God.

QUESTIONS:
1. What did God tell Abraham to do?

2. Did Abraham do as God commanded him?

3. What promise did God give Abraham?

4. Who was Abraham’s wife?

5. Who was Abraham’s nephew?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
1. Book # 7--Favorite Bible Heroes

a. Abraham-Traveling Far From Home (p. 14)

b. Abraham -Father of Many Nations (p. 16)

c. Abraham-Promised Many Descendants (p. 14) 
finger paint stars; glue sand

2. Have an hourglass on the table.  Show the students that Abraham’s descendants would be like the sand--too many to count.

3. Pre-school: use a flannel graph to teach

4. Book #35--Dot to Dot Abraham’s House (p. 11) 

NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 11: “Abraham’s Nephew, Lot”

                            Genesis 13 and 19
     Memory verse: Genesis 19:26   “But his wife looked back from behind him, 
                                                           and she became a pillar of salt.”
     Assign next 4 books of the O.T.  (Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah)
