LESSON 12

ABRAHAM and SARAH have ISAAC
SCRIPTURE:
Genesis 17.1-9; 15-22; 18.1-15; 21.1-8

TIME STAMP:

"Abraham was one hundred years old..." (21:5)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

"My covenant I will establish with Isaac" (17:19-21). This is the same covenant God made with Abraham, now passed forward to Isaac.

OBJECTIVE:
To teach that God always keeps His promises (Gen. 21.1)

POINTS:
1. God promised Abraham that he and Sarah would have a child and that his name should be Isaac.

2. God promised Abraham that, through this child, he would have many descendants--like stars in the sky or grains of sand on the shore.    

3. Abraham and Sarah thought they were too old to have a baby.

4. Three men came to Sarah and Abraham’s tent and told them they would have a baby the next year.

5. Sarah laughed to herself, just as Abraham had done earlier, at the suggestion they would have a son in their old age.

6. The next year, when Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90 years old, they had a son.

7. They named this son Isaac, which means laughter.

8. God kept His promise to Abraham and Sarah.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 21:1
     “The Lord did for Sarah what He had promised.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
Covenant (17:7)
“agreement, alliance”

Seed (17:7)

“offspring, descendants”

Nations (17:4)

“people, multitudes”

Abraham (17:5) 
“father of multitudes”

Sarah (17:15)

“noblewoman”

Isaac (17:19)

“laughter” 

Abraham (17:17) and Sarah (18:12) laughed

LESSON:
     Abraham and Sarah loved children very much and wanted a child of their own.   Through the years, God had told Abraham that he and Sarah would have a child, but God did not say WHEN this child would be born.  As Abraham and Sarah grew older, they thought this was funny because they believed they were too old to have children.  

     One day, Abraham was sitting at the door of his tent and three men came to see him.  

Remember, there were no restaurants or hotels in those days, so Abraham treated them as special guests.  He gave them water to drink and water for washing their dusty feet; he told them to rest under the shade of a tree; he and Sarah prepared some meat and bread for them to eat.

     These three messengers from God had a special message:  Abraham and Sarah were going to have a baby son the very next year!  Sarah overheard them talking and laughed to herself because she thought she was too old to have a child.  Even though she had not laughed out loud, one of these men sent by God knew she had laughed.  He told her that nothing was too hard for God to do.  Sarah had forgotten that God knows everything and ALWAYS keeps His promises.

     The next year when Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90 years old, they had a baby boy.  How happy they must have been!  They named him Isaac, which means “laughter.”  God had told them earlier what to name their son.

     God kept His promise to Abraham and Sarah.  God will keep His promises to us.

QUESTIONS:
1. Did Abraham and Sarah want a child?

2. How did Abraham and Sarah treat their guests sent by God?

3. What message did the guests have for Sarah and Abraham?

4. How old was Abraham when his son was born?

5. How old was Sarah?

6. What did they name him?  

7. What does the name “Isaac” mean?

8. Did God keep his promise to Abraham and Sarah?

9. Will God keep his promises to us? 

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
1. Song:  Oh, Be Careful Little Ears What You Hear

2. Book #1--(p.50, 71, 75)

3. Book #38--(p.9)

4. Rainbow Lesson #7

NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 13: “Abraham Offers Up Isaac”
                            Genesis 22:1-9; Hebrews 11:17

     Memory verse:  Hebrews 11:17

          “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice.”

     Review books of the Old Testament

