LESSON 14

A WIFE FOR ISAAC
SCRIPTURES:
Genesis 24, 25:21-26

TIME STAMP:

"Abraham was old" (24:1) and "Isaac was forty years old" (25:20)


JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Rebekah chose to leave her home and family, not knowing she would become one of Jesus' ancestors and a part of God's great plan. She trusted God's judgment and was rewarded with a great place in history.

OBJECTIVE:

     We must learn to ask God’s guidance in everything we do--especially in selecting a husband or a wife.

POINTS:
1. After Sarah died, Abraham decided it was time for Isaac to have a wife.

2. Abraham chose his most trusted servant to travel to the land of his relatives to find Isaac a wife.

3. To have faith in or trust in someone means that you believe that person is truthful and will do what he says he will do.

4. The servant prayed to God to give him a sign about which girl to choose for Isaac’s wife. The first girl to offer the servant water for him and his camels would be the girl God selected to be Isaac’s wife.

5. Rebekah came to the well and offered the servant water for himself and his camels.

6. Abraham’s servant chose Rebekah to become Isaac’s wife.  Because of the faith of the servant and Abraham, Rebekah and her family agreed that she would become Isaac’s wife.

7. Rebekah traveled with the servant to meet Abraham and Isaac.

8. Rebekah became Isaac’s wife and he loved her.

9. Isaac prayed to God and asked for Rebekah to have a child.

10. Rebekah and Isaac had twin boys.

MEMORY VERSE: Nahum 1:7 
    “The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; 
      and he knoweth them that trust in him.”
VOCABULARY:
     Wealthy

     Relative(s)

LESSON:
     Soon after his wife Sarah died, Abraham realized that he was very old and might not live many more years.  God had blessed Abraham and he was very wealthy.  He had lots of cattle, sheep, goats, and other animals.  He also had lots of land and servants.  

     Abraham decided it was time for his son Isaac to have a wife.  He called his most trusted servant to him and asked him to travel far away to the land of his relatives to find a wife for Isaac.  Is this how young men find wives today?  The servant agreed and he took with him ten camels and set off with them to find Isaac a wife.

     He traveled to the far away city of Nahor and made a camp just outside the city by the well.  He watched as all the young ladies of the city came out to get water for their families.  He wondered how he would ever be able to select the right girl for Isaac.  So he prayed to God to show him who was the best selection.  He planned to ask the girls who came to the well for a drink of water and the first girl to also offer to water his camels would be the one God chose to be Isaac’s wife.

     Soon a beautiful young woman came to the well with a pitcher on her shoulder.  The servant asked her for a drink, which she gladly gave him.  She also told him that she would draw water to give his camels a drink.  Remember the prayer?  He knew then that she was God’s choice.

     The servant gave the girl gold earrings, bracelets, and gold coins, then asked her name.  She replied that she was Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel.  Bethuel was the brother of Abraham.  The servant asked Rebekah if he could stay for a while with her family.  (Remember, there were no hotels or inns in those days.)  She took him to her home and her brother Laban greeted them.  The servant told Rebekah’s family about Abraham and Isaac and that he was sent by Abraham to find a wife for his son Isaac.  He told them about God’s sign at the well, and they trusted in God and agreed to let Rebekah go with him.  The servant gave many wonderful gifts to Rebekah and her family sent to them from Abraham.  He then asked Rebekah if she would go with him and she agreed.  She was about to leave her family and go far away to another land to be the wife of a man she didn’t even know.  But she and her family believed the servant and trusted that he was sent from God, so they allowed Rebekah to go with him.  Rebekah and Isaac were soon married and he loved her very much.

    After they had been married for a while, Isaac prayed to God that Rebekah would have a child.  The Lord answered Isaac’s prayer with not one child but TWO!  Isaac and Rebekah had twin boys.  When the twins were born, the first one had lots of red hair; they named him Esau.  The second baby was smooth; his name was Jacob.

QUESTIONS:

1. Who did Abraham choose to find Isaac a wife?

2. Where did Abraham want him to go to look for a wife?

3. Why do you think Abraham’s servant asked God for a sign?

4. What kind of a sign did the servant ask God to give him to help him know how to choose Isaac’s wife?

5. Who was Rebekah’s family?

6. What did Abraham’s servant tell her family?

7. Why do you think Rebekah’s family let her leave with this stranger?

8. What are some ways that we show we trust and have faith in God?

9. Was Isaac happy with the servant’s choice?

10. What were the names of Isaac and Rebekah’s twin boys?

11. How were the twin boys different from each other?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:

     Several of the activity books in our library have activities, worksheets, coloring pages, puzzles, crafts, etc. that would be suitable for this lesson.  Some suggestions include:

          Book #1--Big Puzzles for Little Hands                                                                                                                    

                           Rebekah is a Servant (worksheet--pick which picture is Rebekah) (p. 55)

          Book #17--Old Testament Coloring Book                                                                              

                            The Lord Chose Rebekah for Isaac (coloring page)

          Book #18--Finger Play Activities                                                                                        

                            Isaac and Rebekah (finger play song) (p.47)

          Book #35--Activity Coloring Book

                            Who am I?  I Gave Water to Abraham’s Camels

NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 15: “Esau Loses His Blessings”
                            Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-46

     Memory verse: Genesis 25:31 “And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.”

     Review first four books of the N.T. Assign next two books of the N.T.

               Acts and Romans (Sing books of the N.T.)

