LESSON 15
ESAU LOSES HIS BLESSINGS
SCRIPTURES:
Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-46                              
TIME STAMP:

Jacob and Esau: "When the boys grew up" (25:27)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

God chose Jacob (and rejected Esau) as the father of the Israelites (and, thus, a father of Jesus) - see Rom. 9:10-13

OBJECTIVE:

We must learn to be honest at all times and to value what God has given us.

POINTS:
1. Isaac prayed to God for a child.

2. Isaac and Rebekah had twin boys, named Jacob and Esau.

3. God told Rebekah that the older child would serve the younger child.

4. Esau was born first and was should have had the birthright.  Jacob was second-born.

5. Esau was covered with red hair; Jacob’s skin was smooth.

6. Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of stew.

7. Isaac was getting old and wanted to give his blessing to Esau.

8. Rebekah told Jacob how to deceive Isaac so he could have the blessing.

9. Esau was very angry and wanted to kill Jacob.

10. Jacob had to leave his home to save his life.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 25:23
     “...one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.”
VOCABULARY:
     Birthright

     Deceive

     Disguise

LESSON:
     Isn’t it wonderful to have a new baby in the house?  How about TWO babies at one time? Yes, TWINS! In our last lesson we studied about a man and woman, Isaac and Rebekah, who had twin boys. Do you remember their names?

     Esau was born first.  He had red hair over most of his body.  Esau liked to hunt and be out in the fields; he was “rough and tough.”  Isaac loved him very much.  Because Esau was older, he was entitled to the birthright.  This meant he would get twice the amount of land, double the number of animals, twice the amount of money--more of EVERYTHING than his younger brother, Jacob, when Isaac died.  Do you think having the birthright would be very valuable?

     Jacob, the younger twin, didn’t look anything like Esau.  He had smooth skin and was NOT red-headed like Esau.  Jacob liked to stay close to home and take care of the animals near the family tents.  He was Rebekah’s favorite son.

     One day Esau came home from hunting, he was very tired and very hungry.  He saw that Jacob was cooking some stew and asked for some of it.  Would you give your brother or sister food if they were really hungry?  What do you think Jacob did?  He would let Jacob have some of the stew ONLY if he would let him have the promised birthright!  Esau agreed to the bargain because he was so hungry.  It was wrong of Jacob to be so greedy, but it was a big mistake for Esau to give up something as important as his birthright for one bowl of food.

Later, he was sorry he had sold his birthright to Jacob, but it was too late to do anything about it.

     Isaac, the dad, was now old and bent over.  The hair he had left on his head had turned white, and he could no longer see.  Isaac wanted to give Esau a blessing before he died.  He didn’t know that Esau had sold his birthright to Jacob.  Isaac asked Esau to take his bow and arrows and go hunting.  When he had killed an animal, he was to come back to the tent, cook the meat, and make one of the delicious meals that Isaac liked.

     Rebekah, the mother, just happened to overhear all of this conversation.  God had told her before the twins were born that the older child should serve the younger child.  So,she took Jacob by the arm and told him to go into the fields and bring her two young goats.  Jacob did as he was told.  He brought Rebekah the goats and she prepared a delicious meal for Isaac.  Then, she had Jacob to put on some of Esau’s clothes, and she fastened some hair of a young goat on the back of Jacob’s hands and arms (perhaps like gloves) and the back of his neck so he would appear to be hairy like his brother Esau.  He would also smell like a hunter.

     Wearing the disguise his mother made, Jacob took the steaming hot meal to his father.  Isaac asked, “Who is there?”  Jacob told him, “It is your first born son, Esau.  I have brought your favorite dinner, just like you asked.”  Was this true?  NO, NO!  Isaac was surprised that the animal had been killed and prepared so quickly.  Jacob again lied to his father and said he could do it because God was with him.

     Isaac, however, was confused.  He said, “You don’t sound like Esau; you sound like your brother Jacob.  Come here.  Let me touch you.”  Isaac felt the fur on Jacob’s neck and arms and then he said, “The voice is Jacob’s, but the arms are Esau’s.”  He was about to give his blessing when he asked again, “Are you really my son Esau?” “Yes, I am,” Jacob said.  So, Isaac ate the meal and thinking it was Esau, gave his blessing.

     When Esau came in from hunting, he fixed Isaac’s favorite meal and brought it to him so that he could get the blessing.  But, it was too late; Jacob had already been given the blessing.  Esau began to cry and threatened to kill Jacob.  Esau’s threat got back to Rebekah and she told Jacob to run to his uncle’s house in another country.  She did not want Jacob to be killed.

     What a mess we make when we’re not honest.

QUESTIONS:

1. Isaac and Rebekah had twin boys; what were their names?

2. Which child was born first?

3. What did Esau look like?  What did Jacob look like?

4. What is a birthright?  It it very important?

5. Esau sold his birthright for what?

6. To which twin did Isaac want to give the blessing?

7. Which twin received the blessing?  How?

8. What did Jacob do to save his life?

     Teacher--discuss:

1. We don’t have birthrights and blessings as they did in those days.

2. Parents should not favor one child over another.

3. We should be kind and helpful to our brothers and sisters.

4. We should NOT lie or cheat.

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:

If time permits, make some gloves or mittens (from paper or old material).  Let the students glue pieces of an old towel or fake fur onto the gloves.  Have the students close their eyes and rub their free hand over the gloved hand.  Ask them if they think this is why Isaac thought he was giving the blessing to Esau.

Book #1--Big Puzzles for Little Hands
                             A Father of Many Sons (p. 72)

NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:

   Lesson # 16: “Jacob’s Dreams”

                          Genesis 27:41-28:22

   Memory Verse: Genesis 28:16  “...Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not.”

   Assign next four books of the N.T.  (1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians)
