LESSON 16
JACOB’S DREAMS
SCRIPTURES:
Genesis 27:41-28:22

TIME STAMP:

"Isaac sent Jacob away" (28:5)


JESUS IS THE PLAN:

"May He also give you the blessing of Abraham" (28:4). Isaac passed God's blessing on to Jacob. Remember the blessing included that his Seed would bless all nations.
OBJECTIVE:
To show that God had a plan for Jacob and his people

POINTS:
1. Esau discovered how Rebekah and Jacob had tricked him.

2. Esau was furious and threatened to kill Jacob.

3. Rebekah sent Jacob to live in another country with his uncle.

4. Jacob had a dream while on the journey to his uncle’s.

5. Jacob saw a ladder (or stairway) going from earth to heaven; angels were going up and down the steps; God was at the very top.

6. God told Jacob He was the Father of Abraham and of Isaac, and that He would give him and his descendants all the land where he was resting.

7. God said all the peoples of the earth would be blessed through jacob and his children.

8. God promised to watch over (protect) him.

9. Jacob called this place where the Lord appeared to him “Bethel.”

10. Jacob promised to give God one-tenth of all his possessions as an offering to God.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 28:16 
     “.....Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Descendants

     Possessions

     Vow

LESSON:
     After Esau discovered how Rebekah and Jacob had tricked him in obtaining Isaac’s blessing, Esau was so furious he threatened to kill Jacob.  Rebekah sent Jacob to her brother, Laban, to live with him and his family for a while.  It was a long journey across the desert.

     One night, Jacob found a smooth stone to use as a pillow and lay down to sleep.

God sent a special dream to him while he slept.  Jacob saw a grand ladder (or staircase) that reached from the earth to heaven.  Angels were going up and down the ladder; the
Lord stood at the very top.

     God talked to Jacob in the dream.  He said, “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac.  I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.  All peoples of the earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.”  This dream told Jacob that all the land where he was sleeping would belong to him and his children.  And according to the promise, there would be so many descendants, they would cover the earth.  That is a BIG promise, isn’t it?  And remember, God ALWAYS keeps His promises.   God also told Jacob He would stay with him and protect him.

     When Jacob woke up, he said. “.....Surely the Lord is in this place and I knew it not.”  He took the round stone he had used as a pillow and poured oil over it as a gift to God.  He named the place Bethel, which meant, “The House of God.”  He also vowed that he would return one-tenth of all his possessions as an offering to God.  Then, Jacob continued on his journey.

QUESTIONS:
1. Why did Jacob leave his family?

2. Where was he going?

3. What did Jacob use as a pillow?

4. Who talked to Jacob in a dream?

5. Describe the dream.

6. What was God’s message to Jacob?

7. What did Jacob vow that he would give to God?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Song:  “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”  (use hand movements)

                  (or other suitable song)

     Book # 17--The Old Testament Coloring Book
                       Jacob’s Ladder

     Book # 20--Bible Story Activities
                        Jacob’s Ladder (pp. 6-7)

     Book # 27--Three Minute Bible Stories
                         Jacob’s Dream (pp. 8-10)

NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 17: “Jacob’s Wives and Children”

                           Genesis 29:1-30:24

     Memory Verse: Genesis 29:20   “...but they seemed unto him but a few days, 
                                                              for the love he had to her.”
     Assign the next four books of the N.T.  (Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians)
