LESSON 17
JACOB’S WIVES AND CHILDREN

SCRIPTURES:
Genesis 29:1-30:24

TIME STAMP:

When Jacob served Laban for his daughters (29:20)


JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Jesus would be "the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah" (Rev. 5:5). Judah was Leah's fourth son.

OBJECTIVE:
To show Jacob’s faith and diligence through adversity

POINTS:
1. Jacob arrived at Haran, where his uncle, Laban, lived.

2. He was resting at a well when a beautiful young woman came to water her father’s sheep.

3. The beautiful young woman was Laban’s daughter, Rachel.

4. Rachel ran to tell her father Rebekah’s son was there.

5. Laban ran to meet Jacob and took him to his home.

6. Jacob fell in love with Rachel.

7. Jacob worked seven years for Rachel.

8. After the wedding was over, Jacob discovered he had actually married Leah, Rachel’s older sister.

9. Jacob worked seven more years so he could marry Rachel.

10. Leah had children; Rachel had none.

11. Rachel finally had a child--a son named Joseph.

12. Jacob had a special love for Joseph.

13. Altogether, Jacob had twelve (12) sons and one (1) daughter.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 29:20
     “…and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Diligence

     Adversity

     Flocks

     Shepherds

     Veil

     Feast

LESSON:
     Jacob finally reached Haran where his Uncle Laban lived.  He was resting at a well when a beautiful young woman came to water her father’s flocks.  There was a large stone covering the mouth of the well.  Jacob removed the stone for the young woman and watered her sheep.

     Some other shepherds gathered at the well told Jacob this young woman’s name was Rachel and that she was Laban’s daughter.  When Jacob told her who he was, she wept aloud and ran to tell her father.  Laban then ran to meet Jacob, hugged and kissed him, and took him to his house.  Laban told Jacob, “You are my flesh and blood.”  Do you know what that means?

     After several weeks, Laban asked what payment Jacob would like for all his hard work.  Jacob told Laban he loved his beautiful younger daughter, Rachel.  It was agreed that after seven years of work, Laban would give Rachel to be Jacob’s wife.  So Jacob worked seven years to get Rachel as a wife, but they seemed like only a few days to him because he loved her so much.

     After the seven years had passed, Jacob asked Laban for Rachel--just as they had agreed.  A wedding feast was prepared.  The bride apparently wore a heavy veil over her head because, when the wedding was over, Jacob discovered he had actually married Leah, Rachel’s older sister!  “Why have you tricked me?  I did what I said I would do,” Jacob asked Laban.  Laban explained that in their country, the oldest daughter married first.  Jacob was disappointed, but agreed to work seven more years to marry Rachel because of the great love he had for her.  Finally, Jacob and Rachel were married.

     As time went by, Leah had six sons and a daughter; Rachel had no children.  This made Rachel sad.  Finally, God blessed Rachel and Jacob with a son they named Joseph.  Jacob had a special love for Joseph because he was the son of the woman he loved so much and he had been born to him in his “old age.”

     All in all, Jacob had twelve sons and one daughter.  These twelve sons would be called a special name, which we’ll study later.

QUESTIONS:
1. How did Jacob and Rachel meet?

2. Who did Jacob live with?

3. Who did Jacob love and want to marry?

4. What did Jacob have to do in order to marry Rachel?

5. Why did Laban trick Jacob?

6. In total, how many years did Jacob work to get Rachel as his wife?

7. How many sons did Jacob have?

8. What was Rachel’s son’s name?  

9. Jacob had a special love for which son?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 1--Big Puzzles for Little Hands
                      A Father of Many Sons (p.72)

     Book #6--Favorite Bible Heroes

                     Jacob--A Crafty Brother (p.16)

                     Rewarded for Hard Work (p.17)

                     Blessed by God (pp. 18-19)

NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:

     Lesson # 18: “Jacob and Esau Unite”

                            Genesis 31:17-33:18

     Memory Verse: Genesis 32:28    “...Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel...”
     Assign next four books of N.T. (1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon)
