LESSON 18
JACOB  AND  ESAU  REUNITE

SCRIPTURE:

Genesis 31:17-33:18

TIME STAMP:

When "Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem" (33:18)


JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Jacob reminded God of His promises (32:11-12)

OBJECTIVE:
    1.  To show how the Israelites got their name

    2.  To stress the importance of forgiveness

POINTS:
     1.  Jacob had worked hard for Laban for many years.

     2.  Jacob wanted to return home.

     3.  Jacob had become very rich.

     4.  Jacob and all his family left secretly.

     5.  Jacob was worried that Esau was still mad at him.

     6.  Jacob sent word to Esau that he was coming home and offered him gifts.

     7.  Jacob wrestled with an angel all night.

     8.  God blessed Jacob and changed his name to Israel.

     9.  Esau welcomed Jacob by throwing his arms around him and kissing him.

   10.  Esau and Jacob were so glad to be together again that they both wept.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 32:28
     “.....Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Secretly

     Wrestled

     Forgiven

     Welcomed

LESSON:
     After Jacob had worked hard for Laban for twenty years, he decided he should return home.   Laban didn’t want Jacob to leave with Leah, Rachel, and all his grandchildren.

In addition to his wives and children, Jacob had maidservants and menservants.  He had also accumulated a lot of sheep, donkeys, camels, and other livestock because God had told him exactly what to ask for from Laban in return for his work.  In those days, paying someone with animals was one way workers got their wages.  How was Jacob going to leave with all these people and all these animals?

     Jacob knew God was with him.  He gathered his family secretly and left.  When Laban discovered his daughters and their families were gone, he went after them.  Jacob told Laban how he was homesick and how God needed him to go back home.  Laban let Jacob and his family leave.

     Jacob was worried that Esau would still be mad.  He sent word ahead to Esau that he was coming home and offered him gifts of cattle and sheep.  As they journeyed closer to home, they got word that Esau planned to gather 400 men and meet Jacob.  Jacob thought with that many men Esau must be coming to destroy him and his family.  He divided his family and herds into two parts and sent them in different ways.  If Esau attacked, at least some of them could escape.

     That night, Jacob left him family to have some time alone.  Suddenly, a stranger appeared and began to wrestle with him.  They wrestled all night.  At the morning, Jacob realized this man was an angel.  The angel said, “You have struggled with man and God and won.  Now you will be called Israel.”  After this, Jacob was called Israel and all his family were called Israelites.

     Jacob hurried to catch up with his family.  Soon they saw Esau and his men approaching.  Jacob rushed forward and bowed down before his brother.  Esau ran to meet Jacob, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  Instead of being angry at Jacob, Esau had forgiven Jacob.  Both brothers were so happy.

QUESTIONS:
1. Had Jacob worked for Laban a long time?

2. Why didn’t Jacob tell Laban he was leaving?

3. Why was Jacob nervous about returning home?

4. What did Jacob do so that some of his family and animals would be live if Esau attacked him?

5. Who did Jacob wrestle with?

6. What was Jacob’s new name?

7. How did Esau greet Jacob?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 6--Favorite Bible Heroes
                      Rewarded for Hard Work (p.17)

     Book  # 38--Old Testament Coloring and Activity Book

                        Jacob and Esau (p. 13)
NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 19: “Joseph’s Dreams and the Coat of Many Colors”

                            Genesis 37:3-35

     Memory Verse: Genesis 37:11 “And his brethren envied him; but his father 
                                                        observed the saying.”

     Assign next four books of N.T. (Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter) 
