LESSON 19
JOSEPH’S DREAMS AND HIS COAT OF MANY COLORS
SCRIPTURE:

Genesis 37:3-35

TIME STAMP:

“Joseph, when seventeen years of age…” (37:2)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Joseph is in God’s plan to preserve the Israelites in Egypt.

OBJECTIVE:
To show how Joseph came to Egypt and how deceitfulness is wrong.
POINTS:
1. Jacob loved Joseph more than his other sons

2. Jacob gave Joseph a coat made with many beautiful colors.

3. Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him.

4. Joseph told his brothers about his dream in which 11 sheaves of wheat bowed down to his one sheaf. 

5. Joseph dreamed about the sun, moon, and eleven (11) stars bowing down to him. This made his brothers even angrier.

6. Jacob sent Joseph to check on his brothers who were away from home tending sheep.

7. The angry and jealous brothers wanted to get rid of Joseph.

8. The brothers decided to throw Joseph in a deep pit.

9. Instead of killing Joseph, his brothers sold him to some Ishmaelite traders.

10. The brothers dipped Joseph’s coat in animal blood.

11. Joseph’s brothers took the blood-stained coat to Jacob, letting him think Joseph had been killed by a wild animal.

12. Jacob wept for Joseph.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 37:11 
     “And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Jealous

     Sheaf (sheaves)

     Caravan

     Deceive

LESSON:
     After leaving Laban, Jacob and his family lived in Canaan.  Jacob loved Rachel’s first-born son, Joseph, more than any of his other sons.  Jacob gave Joseph a coat many of many beautiful colors.  This made his other brothers even more jealous.

     Joseph also had dreams in which his whole family bowed down to him.  In one dream, eleven sheaves of wheat bowed down to Joseph’s one sheaf.  In another dream, the sun and moon and eleven stars all bowed down to him.  The very idea of all these older brothers bowing down to this one young kid caused them to hate Joseph even more.

     One day, Jacob wanted Joseph to check on his brothers who were away watching the sheep.  The angry brothers saw Joseph coming and started talking about ways they could get rid of him.  Some of them said, “Let’s kill him and throw him in this pit.  We can say a wild animal killed him.”  Reuben, who was kind-hearted, said, “Let’s not kill him--just throw him down into the pit and leave him.”  He secretly planned to come back and get him out.

     When Joseph reached his brothers, they ripped his coat off and threw him into the pit.

Later, while they were eating,  a caravan of Ishmaelite traders came by.  One brother suggested they sell Joseph to the travelers.  They would be rid of him without harming him.  They pulled Joseph from the pit and sold him to the traders for twenty pieces of silver.  The traders took him to Egypt.

     Rather than tell their father the truth,  Joseph’s brothers  started plotting to deceive Jacob.  They decided to kill an animal, dip Joseph’s coat in it, and take it back to Jacob.  They told Jacob they had found the coat in the wilderness.   Of course, Jacob recognized it and assumed Joseph had been attacked by a wild animal.  Jacob was so sad, no one could comfort him.  Jacob wept and wept for Joseph.

QUESTIONS:
1. What was Jacob’s gift to Joseph?

2. Why did Joseph’s brothers dislike him?

3. In Joseph’s dreams, what did the 11 sheaves of wheat do to the upright sheaf? What did the sun, moon, and stars do?

4. Why were the brothers away from home?

5. Who was the kind-hearted brother?

6. Where did they put Joseph?

7. Where did Joseph end up going? How did he get there?

8. What did the brothers do to deceive Jacob?

9. What did Jacob think happened to Joseph?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 1--Big Puzzles for Little Hands
                       God Gives Joseph Wisdom (circle the picture) (p.36)

                       Wisdom About Family and Friends (matching pictures) (p.38)

     Book #7--Favorite Bible Heroes

                     Part of God’s Special Plan (game) (p.12)

                     An Amazing Story (game) (pp. 13-14)

                     Doing His Best All The Time (take home activity) (p.15)

     Book # 10--Bible Crafts - Joseph Puppet (pp.15,16)

     Book #11--Bible Crafts - Get the Picture (pp.13,14)
     Book #15--Favorite Bible Stories - Colorful Coat (p. 14); Coat of Many Colors (p. 15)

     Book #24--Bible Story Crafts - Joseph and his Brothers (pp. 19-21)

     Book #27--Three Minute Bible Stories - Joseph’s Coat (story, song) (pp. 11-13)

     Other books: Book #17, #18, #20, #31,#35, & Rainbow Lessons. by Jane Brittnell

NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 20: “Joseph Interprets Dreams”

                            Genesis 39:21-41:40

     Memory Verse: Genesis 41:16   “...It is not in me:  God shall give Pharaoh 
                                                              an answer of peace.”

     Assign next three books of N.T. (1 & 2 & 3 John)
