LESSON 20
JOSEPH INTERPRETS DREAMS
SCRIPTURE:

Genesis 39:21-41:40

TIME STAMP:

When “Joseph had been taken down to Egypt” (39:1) and was in prison (39:20)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Joseph is in God’s plan to preserve the Israelites in Egypt (Reinforced).

OBJECTIVE:
To show how we should behave, even when everything goes wrong. 
To show God is always with us and has a purpose for us.

POINTS:
1. The Ismaelites who bought Joseph for twenty pieces of silver, sold him in Egypt  to  a  soldier named Potiphar.

2. Joseph worked hard as a servant for Potiphar;  his master’s household prospered.

3. Joseph would not disobey God’s commands.  He was thrown in jail.

4. Even in jail, God was with Joseph.

5. The warden of the jail put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners.

6. The cupbearer and the baker were thrown in jail because they offended the king. 
7. Joseph interpreted the dreams of the cupbearer and the baker; each dream came to pass, just like Joseph had told them.

8. Joseph is kept in jail two more years.

9. Pharaoh had two strange dreams.

10. Pharaoh grew angry because no one could tell him the meaning of his dreams.

11. The cupbearer remembered how Joseph had correctly interpreted his dream.

12. With God’s help, Joseph tells Pharaoh what his dreams meant.

13. Joseph told Pharaoh that Egypt would have seven years of plenty, followed by seven years of famine.

14. Joseph is put in charge of Pharaoh’s palace, and all his people were to submit to Joseph.

15. Joseph was a wise leader and made sure plenty of food and grain were saved for the famine that followed the seven years of abundant crops.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 41:16 
     “.....It is not in me:  God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Interprets                  Cupbearer

     Ishmaelites               Pharaoh

     Warden                     Famine   

LESSON:
     The Ishmaelites, who bough Joseph for twenty pieces of silver, took him to Egypt and sold him to Potiphar, a captain in Pharaoh’s army.  Joseph worked hard for Potiphar, and the Lord gave him success in everything he did.  However, he was thrown in prison after Potiphar’s wife told her husband a lie about Joseph.  Do you think this made Joseph mad or want “to get even?”  No!.  Joseph kept on serving God.  The warden of the prison could see that Joseph was a very good person.  He soon made Joseph responsible for everyone and everything in the prison!

     Some time later, two of Pharaoh’s servants--a cupbearer and a baker--offended the king and were also sent to prison.   One night, God sent special dreams to each of the men.  Joseph asked them the next morning why they looked so sad.  The cupbearer told him a strange dream in which a vine grew three branches--each with ripe grapes.  Joseph told him the meaning of the dream was that in three days, Pharaoh would let him out of prison and give him his job back.  In the baker’s dream, he had three baskets of bread for Pharaoh stacked up on his head.  A flock of birds flew down and ate very crumb.  Joseph told the baker that in three days, Pharaoh would hang him.  

     In three days, the things Joseph had told the cupbearer and the baker came to pass.  Joseph, however, was kept in prison two more years.

     Then, Pharaoh had two strange dreams, and he became very angry when no one could tell him what they meant.  The cupbearer suddenly remembered how Joseph had correctly interpreted his and the baker’s dreams.  Pharaoh quickly sent for Joseph, and with God’s help, Joseph interpreted the dreams for Pharaoh.  He told Pharaoh there would be seven years of good crops throughout the land of Egypt.  There would be an abundance of food and grain.   But then, a very great famine would come and last for SEVEN YEARS.  That’s a long time to go without a source of food.  What was the king to do?

     Joseph told Pharaoh he should appoint a wise man to collect the extra food and grain during the seven good years.  Then, when the seven bad years came, they would have food to eat.  Pharaoh was so happy that Joseph had interpreted his dreams that he made him ruler over the whole land of Egypt.  Only the Pharaoh himself was more powerful than Joseph.

     Joseph was a very wise leader.  He gathered and stored HUGE amounts of grain and food in each city in Egypt.  He did that for seven years.  When the abundant crops came to an end, and the famine started, all of Egypt had enough food and grain to last them for seven years.  Even other countries came to Egypt to buy grain.

     In our next lesson, we’ll study about one family who went to Egypt to buy grain--and were they ever in for a big SURPRISE!  

QUESTIONS:
1. What was the name of the man who bought Joseph from the Ishmaelites?

2. Where was Joseph living?  How did he act?

3. Whose dreams did Joseph interpret in prison?

4. Did the dreams come to pass as Joseph had told them?

5. Who told Pharaoh about Joseph?

6. Why was Joseph released from prison?

7. What did Pharaoh’s dream mean?

8. Who helped Joseph interpret Pharaoh’s dreams?

9. What job did Pharaoh give Joseph?

10. Was Joseph a wise leader?  What did he do?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book  # 1--Big Puzzles for Little Hands  (ages 3-8)

                       God Gives Joseph Wisdom (p. 36)

                       Wisdom about Family and Friends (p. 38)

     Book # 7--Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 4-5)

                      Part of God’s Special Plan (game)  (p. 12)

                      An Amazing Story (game)  (pp. 13, 14)

                      Doing His Best All the Time (take home activity) (p. 15)

     Book #11--Bible Crafts (grades 1-2) - Get the Picture (pp. 13, 14)

     Book #35--Little Tot Dot-to-Dot (ages 4-5) - Joseph (p. 13)

     Book #39--Bible Puzzles for Kids  (ages 6-8) - Who Knew (p. 19)
NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 21: “Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt”

                           Genesis 42-45

     Memory Verse: Gen. 42:8 “And Joseph knew His brethren, but they knew him not.”
     Memorize the last two books of the N.T. (Jude, Revelation) 
