LESSON 21
JOSEPH’S FORGIVING HEART
SCRIPTURE:

Genesis 41:46-45:16

TIME STAMP:

When “the famine was severe in all the earth” (41:57)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Joseph showed the heart of Christ (Matt. 7:12 – Golden Rule)

OBJECTIVE:
To show Joseph’s love and forgiveness for his brothers

POINTS:
1. Joseph had worked hard for Pharaoh, storing up lots of food during the seven years of plenty.

2. The famine affected Egypt and all the countries around it.

3. Joseph’s family in Canaan ran out of food.

4. Jacob sent ten of his sons to Egypt to buy food.

5. Joseph recognized his brothers; they did not recognize him.

6. Joseph provided for his family.   Kept Simeon; sent other nine brothers home with food (and money). 

7. Brothers return to buy more food; Benjamin allowed to go.

8. Sacks filled with food (and money);  Joseph’s silver cup placed in Benjamin’s sack.

9. One of Joseph’s workers found silver cup;  brothers had to return to Egypt.

10. Joseph reveals himself to his brothers.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 42:8
     “Joseph knew his brothers, but they knew him not.”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Revealed

     Interpret(ations)

     Pharaoh

     Forgave (forgive)

LESSON:
     Do you miss your family when you’re away from them?  What if you didn’t get to see your mother or daddy or any other family members for a long, long time?  Think about Joseph.  Can you imagine how he must have felt?   He had been in Egypt now for over twenty years and had not seen any of his family during that time.  But that was about to change! 

     Joseph had shown such wisdom in the interpretations and answers to the Pharaoh’s dream that he had been put in charge of the whole land of Egypt.  Pharaoh put a signet ring on Joseph’s finger, dressed him in robes of fine linen, and put a gold chain around his neck.  Only Pharaoh himself was more powerful than Joseph!

      Joseph had worked well for Pharaoh, storing up lots of food during the seven years of plenty.  There was such a great quantity of crops that no one could even count all of the stored food--like the sands of the sea.  Joseph married during this time and had two sons--Manasseh and Ephraim.

     Then the famine came to Egypt and all the countries around them.  Because of God’s guidance to Joseph, Egypt had food, but the people of other lands soon ran out and came to Egypt to buy the food Joseph had stored up.  In Canaan, Jacob and his sons had plenty of flocks and cattle, but they had no grain to feed themselves or their animals.  Jacob told his sons they must travel to Egypt to buy some food.  Ten of the sons left, leaving the youngest, Benjamin, to stay with his father.  Benjamin’s mother was Rachel, like Joseph.

     When the brothers came to Egypt, Joseph recognized them, but they did not know him.  He did not want them to know yet.  The brothers bowed down to him. (Do you remember the things Joseph had dreamed years ago that made his brothers so jealous?)  These brothers assured Joseph they were not spies, but were all the sons of one man.  Joseph inquired of them about their father and the brother they told him about that remained at their home in Canaan.   He told his workers to fill the sacks with food and to secretly put their money back into the sacks.  He wanted to give this food to his family.  He told his brothers to bring this Benjamin they talked about back to him, and that one of them must stay in Egypt until this was done.   Joseph told them this was the only way he could make sure they weren’t spies.  Simeon was left in Egypt with Joseph.

     The nine remaining brothers left Egypt to return to their home in Canaan.  When they stopped to rest that night, they opened their sacks to feed grain to their donkeys.  What do you think they found?  All the money they had given Joseph for the grain was in the top of their sacks!  They were so afraid that they trembled.  Would they be in a lot of trouble with Joseph?

     When they told Jacob, their father, all that had happened, he also was afraid.   But soon they ate all the food and knew they would have to go back to Egypt for more.  Jacob did not want to let Benjamin go.  Jacob thought Joseph was dead and Simeon was now in another country.  He could not bear the thought of also losing Benjamin.   He prepared many gifts for them to give to give to this powerful man back in Egypt.  The brothers finally convinced Jacob that Benjamin had to go with them if they were to be able to buy grain and to see Simeon again.  

     In Egypt, Joseph was so happy to see Benjamin that he left the room in a hurry so his brothers would not see him cry.   He had his workers prepare a great feast for his brothers and seated them in order of their ages--from the oldest to the youngest.  The brothers wondered how he knew their ages.  But, he still wasn’t ready to tell them he was Joseph.   Again, Joseph had their sacks filled with food and had their money put back in the sacks .  This time, he had one of his silver cups placed in Benjamin’s sack.  

     The next morning, the brothers left for home.  Joseph had one of his workers follow them.  When he made them open their bags, the silver cup was discovered.  The brothers were made to go back to Egypt.  The older brothers were scared what would happen to Benjamin and what they would tell their father.  When Joseph saw their fear, he could not stand it any longer.  He told them he was Joseph and that he loved them and forgave them for what they had done.  He knew it was all part of God’s plan.

     Joseph had now been united with all his brothers, but there was someone else he really wanted to see.  Do you know who that might be?  We’ll study about that reunion in our next lesson.

QUESTIONS:
1. Was Joseph a good leader in Egypt?

2. How powerful was Joseph?  Who was more powerful than Joseph?

3. Who came to buy food from Joseph?

4. Did they know who Joseph was?  Did Joseph know who they were?   

5. What did Joseph do with their money?

6. Who did Joseph want them to bring to Egypt?

7. What did he do with their money the second time?

8. Whose bag did he hide his silver cup in?

9. What did the servant make the brothers do?

10. Did Joseph forgive his brothers for what they had done to him many years earlier?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 1--Big Puzzles for Little Hands
                      Wisdom about Family and Friends (matching pictures) (p.38)

     Book # 7-- Favorite Bible Heroes

                       Part of God’s Special Plan (game) (p.12)

                       An Amazing Story (game) (pp. 13, 14)

                       Doing His Best All The Time (take home activity) (p.15)

     Book # 20--Bible Story Crafts - Joseph and His Brothers (pp. 19-21)

     Book # 27--Three Minute Bible Stories  (ages 5-8)

                         Joseph Sees His Brothers Again (story, song) (pp. 14-16)

     Book #31--Joseph Coloring Book

NEXT ASSIGNMENT: 
     Lesson # 22: “Jacob Goes to Egypt”


    
     Genesis 45:25-49:33
     Memory Verse: Genesis 46:30 “...I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive.”
     Review books of the O.T. Learn four groups of the O.T. (Law, History, Poetry, Prophecy) 
