LESSON 22
JACOB GOES TO EGYPT
SCRIPTURE:

Genesis 45:25-49:33

TIME STAMP:

Jacob was 130-years-old (47:9)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

God was carrying out His plan (46:3-4)

OBJECTIVE:
To show God’s plan for this family and their people

POINTS:
1. Joseph’s eleven brothers went home to Canaan.

2. They told their father Joseph was alive and wanted them to come to Egypt to live.

3. God told Jacob not to afraid; He would go with him and his family to Egypt.

4. Joseph gave Jacob and his family the land of Goshen--some of the best in Egypt--on which to live according to the orders of Pharaoh.

5. Jacob blesses Pharaoh.

6. Jacob blesses his sons and tells them what was to happen.

7. Jacob dies; he is carried back to Canaan to be buried.

8. Joseph’s bones were carried back to Canaan when the Israelites left Egypt with Moses.

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 46:30
     “.....I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Peace

     Possessions

     Diminished

LESSON:
     What do you think Joseph’s brothers talked about on their way home to Canaan?  Do you think they may have wondered if Joseph had really forgiven them for selling him?  What would their father, Jacob, say?

     When the brothers told Jacob that Joseph was alive and well, Jacob did not believe them.  Then they showed him the fine gifts Joseph had sent home.  There were:  Carts for the women and children to ride in;  five sets of new clothing and three hundred shekels of silver for Benjamin; new clothing for each of the other brothers;  ten donkeys loaded with the best things in Egypt,  and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and other things for their journey.  Jacob was finally convinced Joseph was alive, and he wanted to see him before he died.  

     On their way to Egypt, the Lord came to Jacob, or Israel.  (Do you remember when his name was changed?)  God told Jacob not to be afraid because He would go with him to Egypt.

So, at the age of one hundred thirty, Jacob took his sons and all their families, their possessions,  and their livestock,  and started toward Egypt.  Not counting the sons wives, there were sixty-six people who made the journey.

    Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen, the best land in Egypt that Pharaoh had told Joseph he would give his father.  Joseph was anxious to see his father, so he had his chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet his family.  When the two met, Joseph hugged Jacob and cried with for a long time.  Neither time nor distance had diminished Joseph’s love for his family or Jacob’s love for Joseph.   Jacob told Joseph, “Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive.”
     Joseph first presented five of his brothers, then his father, to Pharaoh.  Jacob blessed Pharaoh, perhaps because he had treated his son so well.  

     Although Pharaoh had given them the rich land of Goshen, Joseph still had to provide his father’s household with food because the famine was still severe.    Soon, the people of Egypt and Canaan had no money to pay Joseph.  So, they brought their livestock to Joseph in exchange for food.  When the livestock was all gone, they sold their land to Joseph.   When they had nothing else to trade or sell they agreed to serve Pharaoh.

     Jacob gathered all 12 of his sons together and blessed them.  He told them what was to happen.  He told them of their future.  They would be called the twelve tribes of Israel.  Jacob also made it known that he did not want to be buried in Egypt, but  taken back to Canaan to be with  his father and mother,  Isaac and Rebekah, and his grandfather and grandmother, Abraham and Sarah.  When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he breathed his last breath.  His sons carried him back to Canaan and buried him in the cave with his ancestors, just as he had commanded them.

     When Joseph was one hundred and ten, he also died and was placed in a coffin in Egypt.

Many years later, when the Israelites left Egypt with Moses, they carried Joseph’s bones with them to Canaan to be buried, as he had also made his brethren promise not to leave him in Egypt.  Many years later, Joseph was buried in the Promised Land.

QUESTIONS:
1. Did Jacob believe his sons when they told him Joseph was still alive?

2. What kinds of gifts had Joseph sent home with his brothers?

3. Who told Jacob not to be afraid to go to Egypt?

4. What was the name of the place where Jacob and his family settled in Egypt?

5. Describe the meeting between Jacob and Joseph.

6. Did Pharaoh also treat Jacob and his family well?

7. What did the people do when they ran out of money to buy food?  Describe the steps?  (money, livestock, land, servitude)

8. What was Jacob’s other name?  What were his twelve sons to be called?

9. Where was Jacob buried?  By whom?

10. Where was Joseph buried?  By whom?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 23: “Moses’ Early Life”

     Memory Verse: Psalm 118:6 “The Lord is on my side; I will not fear.....”
     Review books of the O.T. and the four basic groups. Tell what books are in the first group.

          Law (First 5 books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)

                  Who wrote them?  (Moses)

          History

          Poetry

          Prophecy

