LESSON 23
MOSES’ EARLY LIFE

SCRIPTURE:

Exodus 1:6-22; 2:1-10     

TIME STAMP:

When “a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph” (Exod. 1:8)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

They tried to kill Moses as a baby…they tried to kill Jesus as a baby. Their parents saved them with the help of God.

OBJECTIVE:
To teach the importance of learning to love and serve Jesus while we are young.
POINTS:

1. The Israelites stayed faithful to God.

2. Each of Israel’s (or Jacob’s) sons became the father of many people.

3. A new Pharaoh arose who did not know Joseph and was not kind to his descendants.

4. Afraid there were so many Israelites that they would join his enemies, Pharaoh made God’s people slaves.

5. Newborn Israelite babies (Hebrew babies) were to be thrown into the Nile River, per orders of the new Pharaoh.

6. Jochebed hid her baby boy; later, she put him in a little boat and put it into the river.

7. Miriam, the baby’s sister followed the boat and saw that it floated to where the Princess of Egypt often came.

8. The Princess decided to take the baby as her own.

9. Miriam suggested to the Princess that she knew a Hebrew woman who would nurse the child.

10. Jochebed got to take care of Moses until he was old enough to leave and go live with the Princess.

MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 118:6
     “The Lord is on my side; I will not fear.....”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Descendants

     Hebrew

     Midwives

     Reeds

LESSON:
     Do you remember how many Israelites went into Egypt when Joseph was there?  Now, many, many years later, Jacob’s family had grown to be thousands and thousands of people.  The two nationalities of people lived apart, so it was easier for the Israelites to remain faithful to God and not inter-marry or worship the Egyptian gods.   

     For many years, the Egyptians were good to the Israelites.  Each generation had told their children how Joseph had saved them from starving during the great famine.   But, things gradually changed until finally, there was a new pharaoh or King of Egypt, who did not know Joseph and was not kind to Jacob and Joseph’s descendants.  The Pharaoh was afraid someday there would be so many Israelites (the Egyptians called them the Hebrews) that they would join his enemies and take the kingdom away from him.  Pharaoh decided to make slaves of God’s people.   He made them work very hard and made their lives miserable.

     However, God was taking care of the people of Israel, and instead of fewer people as the pharaoh wanted, more people were being born to them.  They were growing into a very large group of people.  Pharaoh became more afraid and decided to do something very awful:  He commanded that all the Hebrew baby boys be killed as soon as they were born.  He ordered the Egyptians midwives to throw all the newborn Hebrew boys into the Nile River.  Pharaoh did not want them to grow up and be soldiers against him.  He thought this would stop the Israelites from taking over Egypt.  However, the Egyptian midwives feared God and did not obey Pharaoh; instead, they  tried to save the newborn boy babies.   The Israelites grew stronger and stronger, but God would not forget these horrible things Pharaoh was doing.

     However, there was a Hebrew woman named Jochebed who decided she would not let her beautiful baby boy be killed.  She hid the baby for three months, but when he couldn’t be hidden any longer, she devised a plan to save the baby.  Jochebed knew the Pharaoh’s daughter took baths at a certain place on the Nile River.  So, she got a papyrus basket and coated it with tar and pitch to make it waterproof.  She put her baby boy into the little boat and then put it into the river. She told the baby’s sister, Miriam, to follow it down the river to see where it would go.

     The little boat floated down to where the Princess of Egypt often came.  When the Princess saw the little boat among the reeds, she opened it and saw the baby boy.  He was crying, and the princess took the baby from the basket.  She decided to take the child as her own, and named him Moses, which means “from the water” because that was where she found him.

     When Miriam saw this, she ran to the princess and asked if she would like for a Hebrew woman to nurse the child until he got older.  The princess said yes, and of course, Miriam got Moses’ real mother to take care of him.  The princess told Jochebed to take the baby home and take care of him and she would pay her well.

     Baby Moses was able to go back home and live with his real family (although the princess didn’t know this was Moses’ real family).   Moses was able to live at home for a long time.  When he was old enough to leave, his mother took him to the palace to live with the princess.  This was what Jochebed agreed to do, even though it was very hard, and took great faith and courage.  What would happen to Moses now?

QUESTIONS:
1. Did the Israelites decrease or increase in number while living in Egypt?

2. What was the new pharaoh afraid of?

3. What did Pharaoh first do to try to decrease their numbers?

4. What did Pharaoh do next?

5. Did it work?  Why?

6. How did Moses’ mother save him?

7. Who was Moses’ sister?

8. Who found Moses in the river?

9. Who did Moses live with when he was a baby?

10. Who did Moses live with when he was older?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 7--Favorite Bible Heroes - Hidden in the Reeds (p. 16)

     Book # 14--Favorite Bible Stories - Baby Moses (p. 16); Moses’ Family (p. 17)

     Book # 17--Old Testament Coloring Book - Pharaoh’s Daughter Finds Baby Moses

     Book # 18--Finger Play Activities - (p. 50)

     Book # 20--Bible Story Activities - Baby Moses (p. 13)

     Book # 32--Moses Coloring Book
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 24: “God Speaks to Moses”

                             Exodus 2:11-25; 3

     Memory Verse: Exodus 3:5 “...the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”

     Review books of the O.T. and the four basic groups. 

     Tell what books are in the first group and the first three in the second group:

          Law (first 5 books): Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

          History (12 books): Joshua, Judges, Ruth
