LESSON 24
GOD SPEAKS TO MOSES

SCRIPTURE:

Exodus 2:11-3:22

TIME STAMP:

“When Moses had grown up” (Exodus 2:11)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

God used Moses to introduce Himself to the world. God used Jesus to introduce Himself to the world in an even more intimate way.

OBJECTIVE:
To teach that we should show reverence to God.

POINTS:
1. Moses grew up as a prince of Egypt with the best of everything.

2. Moses never forgot he was a Hebrew (Israelite).

3. The Israelites remained in bondage and had to work very hard for the Egyptians.

4. Moses killed an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave and hid his body in the sand.

5. Moses fled for his life to a country called Midian when he realized his brethren            and the pharaoh himself knew of his act.

6. Moses became a shepherd for Jethro and married one of his daughters.

7. God spoke to Moses from a burning bush that would not burn up.

8. God told Moses he was to lead his people out of Egypt into the Promised Land.

MEMORY VERSE: Exodus 3:5 
     “.....the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Bondage

     Hebrew

     Challenge

     Royalty  
LESSON:
     Do you enjoy hearing stories about things you did when you were a baby?  Just think about all the things Moses could tell--how he had been put in a little boat and floated down the Nile River--how he was rescued  by an Egyptian princess--how he was sent back to live with his birth parents--and how, when he grew older,  was returned to the Egyptian princess to be raised as her son.  Throughout all these events, God had a special purpose for Moses.

     While growing up, Moses had the best food, beautiful clothes, and a fine education, but he never forgot that he was a Hebrew, one of God’s people.  One day after he had grown up, he wanted to go visit his Hebrew brothers.  When he arrived, he could not believe the men had to work so hard and such long hours.  If they did not work hard enough, they were beaten.

     When an Egyptian knocked one of Moses’ Hebrew brothers to the ground, Moses got 
very angry.  When he thought no one was watching, he killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the sand.

     The next time Moses came to visit his brothers, he saw two men fighting.  He asked one of them, “Why are you hitting your brother?”  The man said, “Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?”  Moses thought that no one had seen him do this and he became very afraid.  Even Pharaoh had heard about it and wanted to kill him.  Fearful for his life, Moses ran away from Egypt.

     He went to the land of Midian and came to a small village and sat down by a well to rest.  A man named Jethro (sometimes called Reuel) who had seven daughters, lived in Midian.   His daughters helped their father Jethro take care of his animals, and they came to the well where Moses was resting.  They were going to water their sheep, but some shepherds rudely told the girls to get out of the way until their own sheep were watered.  Moses made the men wait until Jethro’s animals had finished and he wad water for himself.  This made the girls very happy.

     When they arrived back at home, their father wanted to know why they were home so early.  They told him what had happened at the well.  Jethro told his daughters to invite Moses to dinner.  Moses accepted the invitation and stayed with Jethro and took care of his animals.  Later, he married one of Jethro’s daughters named Zipporah.

     Moses’ life was very different than growing up as an Egyptian prince.  Instead of clothes of royalty, he dressed as a shepherd in clothes of animal skins, sandals on his feet, and a staff in his hand.

    One day while Moses was out tending to the sheep, he saw a bush on fire, but it was not burning up into ashes.  As he started toward the bush, Moses heard a voice speaking to him.  The voice called to him, “Moses! Moses!” The voice then told him not to come near the bush and to take his shoes off because he was standing on holy ground.  Moses knew that it was God speaking to him and that the ground was holy, not because of some special type of soil, but because God was there.

     The voice went on to tell Moses, “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” and that He had chosen Moses to lead his people out of Egypt into the Promised Land--a land flowing with milk and honey.   Moses told God he didn’t think he could do such a big job, and besides, Pharaoh wouldn’t listen to him.   God promised Moses that when the Pharaoh saw his power, he would let the Israelites leave Egypt.  

Then Moses tried another excuse--telling God he was not a good speaker.  God said that Moses’ brother, Aaron, would help him and speak to Pharaoh for him.  Should we ever question God when He has told us do to a particular task?

     Moses trusted that God would be with him, so he accepted the great challenge that lay before him.  We too can do any task, large or small, because God is with us.  With His help, we can succeed.

QUESTIONS:
1. What kind of life did Moses have as a young man?

2. How did the Egyptians treat the Israelites?

3. What did Moses do when he saw an Egyptian abusing an Israelite?

4. Was what Moses did a secret?  How do you know?

5. To where did Moses flee?

6. Who did Moses meet at the well?

7. Why did God ask Moses to take off his shoes?

8. What big job did God ask Moses to do?

9. How did God appear to Moses?

10. Who was going to help Moses besides God?

11. What was Moses doing before he saw the burning bush?

     Discuss:

     A.  How we should react when God asks us to do something (through His word)?

     B.  Why was the Promised Land described as “a land flowing with milk and honey?”

ACTIVITIES:
     Book # 20: Burning Bush (P. 14)

     Book # 32: Moses Coloring Book
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 25: “The Ten Plagues”

                             Exodus 7, 8, 9

     Memory Verse: Exodus 7:16     “...Let my people go that they may 
                                                            serve me in the wilderness.”
     Review books of the Old Testament and the four basic groups. 
     Recite five books of Law and the first three in the History group.  
     Add next six books of History (1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles).

