LESSON 25
THE TEN PLAGUES (PART 1)
SCRIPTURE:

Exodus 7, 8, 9

TIME STAMP:

When Israel’s “cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God” (Exod. 2:23)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

God used Moses to lead His people out of slavery. Jesus leads us out of slavery to sin.

OBJECTIVE:
To teach that God helps and protects His people

POINTS:
1. God had chosen Moses to lead the Israelites from Egyptian bondage.

2. Aaron, Moses’ brother, was to help him.

3. God would not accept any excuses for Moses and Aaron not carrying out their assignment.

4. Moses was 80 and Aaron was 83 when they spoke to Pharaoh.

5. God used Moses to bring the plagues upon the land.  The first five were: The Nile Turned to Blood, Frogs, Lice, Flies, and Death of their Cattle (Livestock).
MEMORY VERSE: Exodus 7:16
     “.....Let my people go that they may serve me in the wilderness....”
VOCABULARY:
     Wilderness

     Captivity

     Plague

     Brethren

LESSON:
     God had given Moses a very important job:  He was to go to Egypt, free the Israelites from slavery, then lead them to the land of Canaan, or as it is sometimes called, the Promised Land.  Moses kept trying to make excuses as to why he couldn’t do such a big assignment(perhaps the people wouldn’t  believe him, or he wasn’t a good speaker and couldn’t communicate well, and on and on.  Did God want to hear the words, “couldn’t,” “wouldn’t,” “no,” or “maybe” from Moses?   Does He want to hear those words from us today when it relates to His instructions to us?

     God would not accept Moses’ excuses.  Aaron would be his spokesperson and God would perform miracles to cause the people to believe.  Moses decided to obey God.  He asked his father-in-law, Jethro, to permission to leave.  Jethro, answered, “Go in peace.”

Aaron and Moses met in the wilderness; their job of freeing their brethren from slavery was about to begin.

     Moses asked Pharaoh to let the people go; Pharaoh said no.  He was afraid if the people left, they would never come back.  God helped Moses to convince Pharaoh by turning his road into a snake.  Then, Pharaoh decided his magicians could do the same thing, but Moses’ snake swallowed all the magicians’ snakes. 

     Again, Moses and Aaron tried to persuade Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go.  Moses told the king that when he dipped his rod into the Nile River, it would turn to blood.  Everywhere there was water(streams, rivers, ponds, pools(it turned to blood.  The Egyptians had no water to drink, no water to bathe in, and no rivers in which to fish.  In fact, all the fish had died and stank horribly.

     God told Moses to go back to Pharaoh and tell him to let his people go or he would send frogs all over the land.  The pharaoh again refused.  When Aaron pointed his rod toward the river, the land became covered with frogs.    Frogs were in every room, in the beds, and even in the bread dough.  Pharaoh’s magicians were not able to make as many frogs appear as Moses.  Besides, did they need more frogs?  The magicians had no real power; they used tricks to make people think they had some special power.  Pharaoh was very unhappy about the frogs and asked Moses and Aaron to please pray to their God to make the frogs go away.  He promised that he would then let the people go.  However, when Pharaoh saw all the dead frogs, he broke his word and would not let the people leave.

     God told Aaron to strike the rod in the dust of the ground and it would become lice.  The lice bit the people and make their skin itch.  Even their animals were covered with lice from head to toe.  This time, the magicians could not make lice appear at all.  Again, Pharaoh refused to let the people go.

     Next, God sent the plague of flies.  Swarms of flies were inside of buildings, outside of buildings(just EVERYWHERE!  But, there were no flies where God’s people were.  The flies were terrible for the Egyptians.  Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and asked them to pray to their God to get rid of the flies.  Moses told him that he would ask God to remove the flies, but this time, Pharaoh could not go back on his word.  God removed the flies, but Pharaoh again hardened his heart and would not let the Israelites go.

     God caused another plague to come upon the Egyptians.  This time, he caused their livestock to die, but not one of the Israelites animals died.   Again, Pharaoh hardened his heart and would not let God’s people go.  Was Moses ready to give up and just let the people stay in slavery?

QUESTIONS:
1. What did God want Moses and Aaron to do?

2. Did God accept Moses’ excuses?  Will God accept our excuses?  Why?

3. What was the first miracle Moses showed to Pharaoh?

4. Name the first five plagues.  Describe the effect each plague had upon the Egyptians.  Describe the effect each plague had upon the Israelites.

5. What did Pharaoh do after each plague was taken away?  

ACTIVITIES:
        Rainbow Lessons, by Jane Britnell (age 4) - The Ten Plagues

        Book #32 - Moses Coloring Book

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 26: “The Ten Plagues (Part 2)”
                             Exodus 9, 10, 11, 12

     Memory Verse: Exodus 12:13    “...When I see the blood, I will pass over you.”

