LESSON 26
THE TEN PLAGUES (PART 2)
SCRIPTURE:

Exodus 9, 10, 11, 12

TIME STAMP:

When “Moses was eighty years old” (Exod. 7:7)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Jesus is our Passover Lamb (1 Cor. 5:7)

OBJECTIVE:
To teach that God helps and protects His people

POINTS:
1. The Egyptians endured five plagues:  Blood, frogs, lice, flies, and killing of the livestock.

2. After promising each time to let the Hebrews leave, Pharaoh changed his mind and kept them in slavery.

3. God sent four more plagues that caused suffering for the Egyptian people: Boils, hail, locusts, and darkness.  Pharaoh broke his promise each time and refused to let the Israelites leave.

4. The tenth plague, death of the firstborn, was so horrible that Pharaoh said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites!”

5. After 430 years in Egypt, the Israelites were finally free to leave.

MEMORY VERSE: Exodus 12:13 
     “.....When I see the blood, I will pass over you.....”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Suffer (ing)

     “Hardened his heart”

      Boils

      Locusts

     Firstborn

     Angel of death

     Wailing

LESSON:
     The Egyptian people were suffering greatly because of the plagues.  The first five had made their lives miserable.  Instead of letting the Israelites leave, however, Pharaoh became more stubborn and hardened his heart. Was Moses ready to say “just forget it” and let the people stay in slavery?  NO!  Moses and Aaron continued their mission.  With God’s help, they knew it would be successful.

     God sent another plague to the Egyptians.  He told Moses and Aaron to take handfuls of ashes from the furnace and sprinkle them in the air.  This caused painful boils to break out on all the Egyptians and their animals. These boils weren’t just a sore here or there--they covered the people and animals from head to toe!   Just like the other times, this plague did not bother any of the Israelites or their animals.  Pharaoh still would not let the Israelites leave.

     Next, God sent thunder and fire and hail on the land of Egypt.  It was a horrible storm—lightning flashed down to the ground, thunder roared throughout the land, and hail rained down so harshly that it killed all the Egyptians and their animals that were out in the fields.    All their trees and crops were ruined.   But, did it storm where the Israelites lived?  NO!   You would think, after all the misery and loss, Pharaoh would believe God and let the Israelites go, but he did not.

     Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh with another message:  “This is what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says:  ‘.... Let my people go, so that they may worship me.  If you refuse to let them go, I will bring locusts into your country tomorrow.  They will cover the face of the ground so that it cannot be seen.’”  Pharaoh wanted to make a deal--let just the men go and leave the women, the children, and everything else behind.  Was that acceptable?  No!   God told Moses to stretch out his hand over Egypt so that locusts would cover all the land.  They covered all the ground until it was black, and they ate every plant and all the fruit from the trees that the hail did not ruin.  Did the locusts go to the land of Goshen where the Israelites lived?  No!   Pharaoh told Moses and Aaron he had sinned against their God.  He asked forgiveness and for the locusts to be removed.  But when God removed the locusts, Pharaoh hardened his heart once again.     

     Most of the Egyptians crops and animals were gone.  How else could they to be punished?  This time, God sent a thick darkness that covered the land of Egypt for three days.  No one moved from his place because they could not see anything!  However,  in all the places where the Israelites lived, there was light.  Pharaoh was now afraid and told Moses to take his people and leave, but their flocks and herds were to remain in Egypt. (Why would Pharaoh want the flocks and herds to stay?)  Moses told Pharaoh the flocks and herds must leave with them.  (Why would Moses want the flocks and herds to go with them?)   Pharaoh became FURIOUS and ordered Moses out of his sight.   Again, the people could not leave.

     God told Moses that He would bring one more plague, called the plague of the firstborn, on Pharaoh and Egypt.  This plague would be so horrible that Pharaoh WOULD let all the Israelites and their flocks and herds leave.  Moses told the people to prepare for the journey.  At midnight, the angel of death would come and kill the firstborn of every Egyptian family.  To keep their children safe, the Israelites were told by Moses to sprinkle the blood from a lamb on the sides and tops of their doors so the angel of death would pass over their home.  At midnight, the Lord struck dead all the firstborn in every Egyptian household; there was great weeping and wailing.  Even Pharaoh’s firstborn son was dead!  The Egyptians were afraid they were ALL going to die.  Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron in the middle of the night and told them to hurry and get out of Egypt.  Finally, the Israelites were free to leave.

QUESTIONS:
1. Name the last five plagues; describe each and how it affected the Egyptians. How did each plague affect the Israelites?

2. Why did Pharaoh’s son die?

3. What did the Israelites do to keep their firstborn child safe from death?

4. Why is it important to obey God?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
      Book # 32  
- Moses Coloring Book

      Lesson # 14 
- Rainbow Lessons, by Jane Britnell - The Ten Plagues
NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:

     Lesson # 27: “Crossing the Red Sea”

                            Exodus 14 and 15

     Memory Verse: Exodus 14:14a  “The Lord will fight for you.....”
