LESSON 27
CROSSING THE RED SEA
SCRIPTURE:

Exodus 14 and 15

TIME STAMP:

When “the LORD brought the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt” (Exod. 12:51)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Israel was baptized into Moses (1 Cor. 10:1-4). We are baptized into Christ.

OBJECTIVE:
To teach that we must trust in God.  He is there when we need His help.

POINTS:
1. After 430 years, the Israelites were finally leaving Egypt.

2. There were 600,000 men, PLUS women, children, household goods, flocks, and herds to make the journey.

3. Pharaoh changed his mind about letting the Israelites leave and started pursuing them.

4. Pharaoh took 600 special chariots, PLUS all the other chariots and captains of Egypt to pursue the Israelites.

5. The Israelites had reached the Red Sea when the Egyptians caught up with them. Mountains were to the side, the Red Sea before them, and the Egyptian army behind them.

6. God caused such a great wind to blow that the Red Sea was parted.

7. Israelites and their possessions crossed safely over on dry ground.

8. Moses stretched his hand over the Red Sea again; it returned to normal size and drowned the Egyptians, their horses, and destroyed their chariots.

MEMORY VERSE: Exodus 14:14a
     “The Lord will fight for you.....”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Pillar
Philistines
Praises

Rebel (ling)
     Staff
Chariots
Justice
LESSON:
     How excited the Israelites must have been!  After 430 years in Egypt, they were FINALLY free to leave.  (Teacher:  This might be a good time to review with the older students as to who and why the Israelites originally went into Egypt, and how they were treated differently as time went by.)  Even though the Egyptians had treated them harshly, God had been with the Israelites, and they had greatly increased in number.  Now there were about 600,000 men PLUS women and children leaving Egypt. They also had their household goods, their flocks, and their herds.  They even took the bones of Joseph with them, just as he had been promised many years earlier.

     Back in Egypt, Pharaoh was having second thoughts about letting the Israelites leave.  He had planned to use their animals to re-build the Egyptian flocks and herds.  With the Israelites gone, who was going to do all the work?  Pharaoh took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, his horsemen and troops and started after the Israelites.

     When the Israelites left Egypt, God sent them south to avoid possible conflicts with the Philistines.   The people had been in bondage for so long, they had forgotten how to fight.  This certainly wasn’t the time to run into an enemy like the Philistines. The Lord guided them by day in a pillar of a cloud, and by night in a pillar of fire.  They were on the edge of the Red Sea when the Egyptian army ran them down.  The Israelites were afraid because they were trapped(mountains were on each side of them, the Red Sea was in front of them, and the Egyptian army behind them. The Israelites remembered the chariots, the horses, and the well-trained army that belonged to Pharaoh.  What were they going to do?  Moses told the Israelites to “be still” for “The Lord will fight for you.”  Is there a single army that can stand against God?  NO!

     The angel of the Lord and the pillar of cloud stood between the two groups.  The cloud lit up the night for the Israelites, but was a cloud of darkness for the Egyptians.  Neither camp approached the other.  God told Moses to lift his staff and hold it over the sea.  While Moses did this, God sent a strong east wind to blow against the sea all that night, causing the waters to divide and the ground to become dry.  The Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on each side of them.

     By morning, the Egyptians chose to follow the Israelites.  They brought their fancy chariots, but God clogged the wheels so they would not turn.  They began to realize they were fighting against God.  God told Moses to stretch out his hand over the sea that it might return to its normal dept.  When he did this, every Egyptian soldier, their horses, and their chariots were destroyed in the sea.

     When the Israelites saw they were saved, they sang praises to God.  Miriam (Moses’ sister) led the women in praises to God in song.

DISCUSSION AND QUESTIONS:
1. Was God harsh to destroy the Egyptians?  

· No; think of all the warnings the Egyptians had--the ten plagues, the angel, and the cloud.

2. Was Pharaoh wrong to rebel against God all this time?

· Yes; God had been patient with Pharaoh, showing him over and over that God had the power and the authority.  He would even let Pharaoh remain king over a great nation if he would let the Israelites go.  The Pharaoh went against his word and tried to recapture God’s people. When evil men fight against God, they will receive justice.  Pharaoh could have let them go and been fine.  Instead, he faced his punishment for rebelling against God.

     True or False

1. God planned all along to save the Israelites.

2. The Israelites were strong enough to destroy the Egyptians.

3. God proved his power through the helplessness of the Israelites.

4. The Egyptians should have known the power of God by now.

5. God was mean to destroy the Egyptians.

6. Singing praises is one way to show thankfulness to God.

7. It is okay to ignore or rebel against God.

RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES:
     Book # 18 - Crossing the Red Sea (p.51)

     Book #20 - Moses Parted the Sea (p. 19)

     Book #24 - Bible Story Crafts
                         God Leads Moses (pp. 22-25)

                         Crossing the Sea (pp. 26, 27)

     Book # 32 - Coloring Book, Moses

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 28: “God Provides for His People”

                            Exodus 15:22-16:36

     Memory Verse: Exodus 15:22   “This is the bread which the Lord 
                                                          has given you to eat.”
