LESSON 28

GOD PROVIDES FOR HIS PEOPLE
SCRIPTURE:

Exodus 15:22 - 16:36

TIME STAMP:

When Israel “grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness” (Exod. 16:2)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Jesus is the true bread from heaven (John 6:31-34)

OBJECTIVE:
To show God loves and cares for His people and will provide our needs if we obey Him

POINTS:
1. The Israelites traveled three days into the desert without finding water.  God provided bitter water, then made it sweet.

2. As they continued to travel, the Israelites complained about not having food.

3. God provided manna for morning (bread) and quail in the evening (meat).

4. God had very strict laws about how and when they were to get their food.

5. Israelites were to rest and worship God on the seventh day.

6. Israelites ate manna for the next forty years.

MEMORY VERSE: Exodus 15:22
     “This is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat.”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Freedom

     Deliverance

     Attitude

LESSON:
     When something good happens to us, do we remember to thank God?  What do we do when our lives become a little difficult?  In our last lesson, the Israelites were singing praises to God for their freedom from slavery and deliverance from Pharaoh’s army.  When they traveled into the desert for three days and could not find water, their thankful attitude quickly changed into one of grumbling and complaining.  Later, the water they did find was too bitter to drink.  They asked Moses, “What are we to drink?”  Moses prayed to God who told him to place a tree into the water; the water became sweet so all the people could drink.

     The people continued on into the desert, but they again began to complain.  Now, they were whining and moaning against Moses and Aaron.  The Israelites did not appreciate what God had done for them and they said, “We should have died in Egypt; you have brought us out here in this desert to starve to death.”  God told Moses that He was going to cause food to rain down from heaven for all the people.  Each day, they were to gather just enough for that day.  The next morning on the ground was something that tasted like cakes with honey.  The people called it manna.  Moses said, “This is the food that the Lord has given you.”  God also sent quail into their camp in the evening so they would have meat every day.

     On the first day through the fifth day of each week, they were to gather only enough manna for that one day.   They were not to gather more and keep it overnight.  God was testing them to see whether they would follow His instructions.  Some of the people did not pay attention and saved part of the manna.  The next morning, it was full of worms and smelled rotten.  From then on, they gathered only what they needed each day. On the sixth day, however, God told them to gather twice the amount of manna--enough for two days--because He wanted them to rest and worship Him on the seventh day.  The extra amount they gathered on the sixth day did not ruin because that was a specific command from God.   Some of the people did not pick up enough manna for the seventh day, and when they went out to get it, there was not any.  Do God’s rules and instructions apply to everyone?  God became angry with them for not obeying Him.

     The Israelites continued to eat the manna God provided for the next forty years.  God provided everything they needed.  Later, when they entered the land of Canaan, they could settle down and grow their own food.

QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION:
1. After traveling three days, did the children of Israel become desperate for water?

2. Could they drink the water they found?  Why not?

3. What did God do so that they could drink the water?

4. Why did the people complain after they had good water?>

5. How did God give them food?  What was this food?

6. Describe the amounts of food they were to gather each day.

7. Did God like Israel’s complaining?

8. Does God like it when we complain?

9. Did God take care of Israel?

10. Does God take care of us?

Discuss the difference between “wanting” and “needing.”  When we have everything we need, what should our attitude be?

RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES:

     Book # 18--Finger Play Activities - (p.52)

     Book # 6 - Favorite Bible Heroes - Asking God for Food (p.21) (ages 2-3)

     Book # 20 - Bible Story Activities - (p. 18)

     Book # 38 - (pp. 20-21)

     Book #39 - (p.24)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 29: “The Ten Commandments”

                             Exodus 19-20 and 32-34:28

Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 5:32  “You will walk in the way the Lord your God 
                                                            commanded, that you may live.”

     Always review Bible facts (divisions, chapters, etc.)

