LESSON 30

THE TABERNACLE

SCRIPTURE:

Exodus 25-27

TIME STAMP:

At Mount Sinai (Exod. 24:18)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

The curtain represented Jesus’ flesh. We can only get to God in the Most Holy Place if we go through Jesus. John 14:6

OBJECTIVE:
To show that God wants us to worship Him and it is important that we do it exactly how He wants

POINTS:
1. While in the wilderness, the Israelites had no place to worship God.

2. God told Moses to build a tabernacle; He told Moses exactly how to build it and exactly what to put in it.

3. The Israelite people gave generous offerings to build the tabernacle.
4. The Israelite people gave generous offerings to build the tabernacle.
5. The Israelites now had a place to worship God.
6. A pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night covered the tabernacle.
7. God told the Israelites when to move by causing the cloud to move.

MEMORY VERSE: Exodus 25:8
     “The people must build a holy place for me.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:

     Tabernacle

     Wilderness

     Sockets
     Embroidery
     Rams skins

     Craftsmen

     Incense
     Showbread
LESSON:
     While the Israelites were in the wilderness and on their way to the Promised Land, they did not have a place to worship God.  They were traveling and could not build a building for worship.  One day, God told Moses to build a special tent that could be taken down and be moved with them while they were in the desert.   But, this wasn’t just any tent! God gave Moses very specific instructions concerning how to build this tent, what to put in it, how it was to be cared for, and how it was to be moved.  The people were so excited!
     God wanted two rooms in this tent; one room was called the Holy Place and the other room was called the Most Holy Place.  A curtain separated the two rooms.  The walls were made of wood covered with gold and set in sockets of silver.  The first covering for the top was an embroidered curtain made with blue, purple, and red thread.  The outer coverings had three layers:  goat hair cloth, rams skins, and fine leather.  This special tent was to be called a tabernacle.  
     Where do you think Moses got these special materials to build the tabernacle?   They came from the people themselves.  They gave their very best of everything ─ silver, gold, bronze, fine linen, goat hair, ram skins, acacia wood, olive oil, spices, incense, gems, etc.,─ just as God had asked.    In fact, they gave so much that Moses didn’t need all of it and asked them to stop giving.  The finest craftsmen started building the tabernacle and the women started spinning the cloth and sewing the curtains and coverings that would be used.
     Everything the people needed to worship God was in the tabernacle.  A table made of wood and covered with gold was in the Holy Place against the north wall. On the table was the show bread used for worship.  A lampstand made of gold was also in the Holy Place.  It had seven lamps on it.  Also in this room was the altar of incense.  Each evening and morning the priests would burn sweet smelling incense on it.  The opening to the tabernacle faced east.
     Inside the Most Holy Place was a very important item:  it was called the Ark of the Covenant.  This was a special chest or box that kept the stone tablets that had the Ten Commandments written on them.  The lid of the Ark of the Covenant was made of pure gold and on top of it were two angels with wings spread to cover the top.  This was called the mercy seat and was where God said He would meet the people and give His laws.   It was so special that no one was allowed to touch it.  When moving from one place to another, they used long poles inserted through rings on the Ark of the Covenant and it was carried by holding the poles.   Only the high priest could go into the Most Holy Place.  
     Outside in the courtyard was the altar for burnt offerings.  It was made of wood and was covered with bronze.  This is where the priests offered animal sacrifices to God.  Between the altar and the tabernacle was a bronze basin of water.  The priests were to wash their hands and feet before they offered sacrifices or went into the Holy Place. 
     Around the tent was a fence made of fine linen supported by bronze posts.  It formed a large courtyard and could be taken down and folded when the people traveled to another place.  
     When all the work was done, Moses inspected the tabernacle and saw that it was built exactly as God had commanded.  Even though they could not see Him, they knew God’s presence was in the tabernacle.  A cloud covered the tabernacle and when it lifted, they would pack their belongings and start traveling.  Men from the tribe of Levi always carried the tabernacle and it was always at the very front of the line.  When the cloud settled over the tabernacle, they stopped traveling and placed their own tents around the tabernacle.  It was the center of their lives.   By night, a cloud of fire was over the tabernacle.  The Israelites were very happy they had a place to worship God.

QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION:
1. Why did God want the Israelites to build a tabernacle?

2. Who told Moses how to build the tabernacle?

3. Where did the materials to build the tabernacle come from?
4. Did the people give the very best or their junk for the tabernacle?
5. How many rooms were in the tabernacle?  Name them.
6. What was in the Ark of the Covenant?
7. How was the Ark of the Covenant carried?  By whom?
8. What was on top of the Ark of the Covenant?
9. Why did the Israelites need to take the tabernacle apart?
10. How did the Israelites know when to travel?
11. What covered the tabernacle by day?  What covered the tabernacle by night?
12. Were the Israelites glad they had a place to worship God?

        Discuss:

1. Why it is important to do things exactly as God commands (in this lesson, regarding building the tabernacle, carrying it from place to place, etc.)

2. Why it is important to give our very best to God

3. The difference between the word “ark” as used in the ark Noah built and the Ark of the Covenant.

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:

· Connect the dots illustration of tabernacle (included in lesson plan)

· Betty Lukens Felt Board Book, p. 67

· Try to view a replica of the tabernacle (our Bible Lab has a very good one).  Discuss the purpose of each piece of furniture.       
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 31: “The Twelve Spies”

                            Numbers 13-14; Deuteronomy 1:19-46
     Memory Verse: Numbers 14:9b  “….the Lord is with us, do not fear them.”
     Review books of O.T. Add next four books of prophecy. (Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk)
