LESSON 31

THE TWELVE SPIES

SCRIPTURES:
Numbers 13-14; Deuteronomy 1:19-46

TIME STAMP:

Israel was “camped in the wilderness of Paran” (Num. 12:16)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Jesus helps us overcome ALL the problems of life, no matter how big they look to us!

OBJECTIVE:
To illustrate that our strength comes from God, not ourselves
POINTS:
1. After almost a year, the Israelites left Mt. Sinai.
2. The people reached the border of Canaan.
3. God told Moses to send twelve spies ─ one from each tribe ─ into Canaan to find out all about the land and its people.

4. The spies stayed in Canaan for forty days.

5. They reported the land was good, but the people were strong and their cities fortified.
6. Two spies ─ Joshua and Caleb ─ said the Israelites could take the land because God was on their side; ten spies were afraid and said they could not take the land.

7. The people complained and wanted to go back to Egypt.

8. God became very angry and told Moses no one except Joshua and Caleb would enter Canaan.

9. The people decided to fight for the land, but it was too late; God would not be with them.

10. The people were defeated.

MEMORY VERSE: Numbers 14:9b
     “…..the Lord is with us; do not fear them.”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Portable                          Explore

     Spies

     Forts (fortified)
LESSON:
     While the Israelites were camped around the Mr. Sinai area, they built a beautiful tabernacle and learned about God’s laws.  God was very specific about everything:  the size of the tabernacle and the courtyard around it, the number of rooms, what was to cover the walls and ceiling, what items of “furniture” could be used and where to place them, who could go into the tabernacle, what kinds of animals were to be sacrificed ─ and a lot of other instructions.  The tabernacle was portable, but they could only move when the cloud covering the tabernacle lifted and guided them.
     The Israelites stayed around Mt. Sinai for almost a year.  One day, the cloud lifted and they packed EVERYTHING they owned and prepared to leave.  Would packing and moving like this be hard work OR a lot of fun?  And they couldn’t just pack and leave whenever they wanted; this was to be an orderly march through the desert.  God told Moses, and then Moses told the people, when each tribe could leave and who was to guide that particular tribe.  There were thousands and thousands of people ─ from babies to old men and women ─ on their way to a new place.  Would they finally have a home of their own again?
     When the Israelites came to the land that God had promised to give to them, God asked Moses to choose twelve spies. Moses chose a leader from each of the twelve tribes.  They were to go into Canaan and secretly explore the land to see how good it was for growing food and how strong the people were that lived there.

     The spies stayed in Canaan for forty days.  On their way back to camp, they cut off one cluster of grapes that was so large that two of the men had to carry it on a  pole between them!  Have you ever seen such a big bunch of grapes?  Neither had they.
     The spies came back and told Moses that the land was good for growing food, but the people were very strong and their cities were great forts.  There were two spies, however, that said they could fight and take the land because they had God on their side.  Ten spies said, NO! and only two spies said, YES!  Had these ten spies forgotten everything God had done for them?  God kept them safe from the plagues that caused great harm to the Egyptians, He parted the Red Sea so they could flee safely from the Egyptians, and He fed them while they were wandering.  Would God have taken care of them now?
     The ten spies said, “The land will not be good for us and the people who live there are giants.

We felt as small as grasshoppers, and that is how we must have looked to them.”  All night long the people complained to Moses.  They said it would have been better for them to have stayed in Egypt than to be killed by these strong giants.  But the two spies, Joshua and Caleb, said, “The land is good and with God’s help, we can conquer the people easily!  Don’t be afraid!”

The people would not listen to Joshua and Caleb and kept talking about going back to Egypt.  

They also griped about Moses and Aaron, saying, “We should choose a new leader and return to Egypt!”  God became angry with them and told Moses He was going to destroy all of them!  But Moses prayed to God and asked Him not to destroy the people.  The Lord replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked.”  The thousands and thousands of Israelites who thought they were going to a new home were not destroyed at that time,  but God punished them by making them wander in the wilderness for forty years and all those 20 years of age or older would die.  The only exceptions were the two men, Joshua and Caleb, who had said they could conquer the land; they would get to enter the land of Canaan!   
     When the people heard this, they changed their minds and wanted to go into the land and fight, but Moses said that God would not be with them and they would die in battle.  Do you think they listened to Moses?  No!  Exactly what Moses had told them did happen:  they were defeated and chased away by the Canaanites.  Without God’s help, they could not enter into Canaan.
QUESTIONS:
     True or False
1. God told the Israelites EXACTLY how to make the tabernacle.    (T)
2. The Israelites moved from place to place whenever they wanted.    (F)
3. Twenty spies went into the land of Canaan.     (F)
4. The spies were gone for two weeks.     (F)
5. The spies lied about the strength of the Canaanites and their cities.    (F)
6. The spies said they looked like ants in the sight of the Canaanites.     (F)
7. Joshua was the only spy that believed God would help them conquer Canaan.    (F)
8. The Israelites were afraid of the Canaanites.    (T)
9. God became angry at the Israelites for their complaining and rebellion against Him.   (T)
10. All the women and children were promised they would enter the Promised Land.    (F)
11. The Israelites were punished by having to wander in the desert for forty days.  (F)

12. The Israelites tried to enter Canaan, but were defeated.   (T)  

    Discuss:   
1. How did the Israelites feel when the spies reported on what they found in the land of Canaan?
2. How did Joshua and Caleb feel when the people would not believe in God?
3. What was God’s reaction when the Israelites refused to trust Him?

4. How do you think God feels when we don’t obey or trust Him?

5. Is anything so strong it will keep God from fulfilling His promises?

6. Does God expect us to do everything ourselves?

7. Will it ALWAYS “pay” to trust and obey God? 
ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 7--Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 4-5)
                      Spies go into the Promised Land (p.21)
     Book #27--Three Minute Bible Stories (With Games, Songs, & Action Plays) (ages 5-8)

                       The Promised Land Story and Song (pp 23-25)

     Have students compare the giants to God, listing the strengths of each.  Note that the Israelites were comparing the giants to themselves (grasshoppers) instead of to God.

ASSIGNMENT:
    Lesson # 32: “The Talking Donkey”

                            Numbers 22-24

    Memory Verse:  Numbers 23:26b  “.....I can only do what the Lord tells me.”
