LESSON 32
THE TALKING DONKEY  

SCRIPTURES:
Numbers 22-24

TIME STAMP:

Israel was “camped in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan opposite Jericho” (Num. 22:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Balaam didn’t WANT to speak the words of God. Jesus ALWAYS wanted to speak the words of His Father (John 17:14, 17)

OBJECTIVE:
To show that we must always listen to God’s warnings and not listen to those who try to get us to do something wrong
POINTS:
1. The king of Moab was afraid of the Israelites (so many of them).

2. The king sent servants to ask Balaam to curse the Israelites so they would leave his country.

3. God told Balaam NOT to curse the Israelites.

4. Balaam obeyed; the king then offered him great rewards if he would change his mind.

5. The Lord allowed Balaam to go with the servants, but he could only say and do what God told him.

6. On the journey, Balaam’s donkey saw an angel and walked off the road.  Balaam beat him.

7. Further on, the donkey again saw the angel and crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall. Balaam again beat the donkey.

8. The angel then completely blocked the donkey’s way, so he laid down.  Balaam beat him a third time.

9. God gave the donkey the ability to talk and he asked Balaam why he had beaten him three times. 
10. Balaam then saw the angel of the Lord.  He told Balaam to speak only what he told him.
11. Balaam obeyed God in spite of the king.
MEMORY VERSE: Numbers 23:26b
     “…..I can only do what the Lord tells me.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Messengers                 Commitments
     Curse                           Tempt (ing)
LESSON:
     One day, on their way to the Promised Land, the Israelites stopped to rest and camped in a nice valley in the land of the Moabites.   But the king of Moab was afraid when he saw all the Israelites and he thought, “Oh no, strangers! Enemies! We don’t want them next door. He asked Balaam for help.  Balaam was a wise man who loved God, and sometimes through God’s power, he could do amazing things.  So the king sent his messengers to Balaam and said, “Balaam, I’m frightened of that crowd of strangers in the next valley.  I want you to come and put a curse on them to make them go away.”  Balaam said, “I’ll ask God what He wants me to do, and I’ll let you know.”  So he prayed, and God said to him, “Those people in the next valley are my special people.  They love me and worship me and I have blessed them and promised them a place to live.”  So, Balaam said to the king’s messengers, “Sorry, God won’t let me curse them,” and the messengers reported this back to the king.
      The king then sent messengers to Balaam to offer him honor and money if he would curse the Israelites and make them go away.  Do you think this offer was tempting to Balaam?  Would it be tempting to us?
     Balaam decided to go with the king’s messengers.  The next morning, he got on his donkey and set out for the king’s palace.  They were walking along a road in the country, when suddenly, the donkey saw an angel with a sword drawn ─ right in the middle of the road!  This angel was from the Lord and only the donkey could see it.  Perhaps the angel was a huge, shiny figure, something like a person, but bigger and shining white.  However the angel looked, the donkey turned off the road into the bumpy field and tried to get as far away as he could.  Balaam took his stick and beat his donkey.  “Get back on the road you stupid beast!” he probably yelled.  The donkey slowly turned back and got onto the road.

     A little way further on, where there was a narrow path between two vineyards with walls on each side, the donkey suddenly saw the angel right in front of him again, with its sword pointed right at him.  He knew he’d get beaten if he stopped, so he went over to the side of the road and squeezed past the angel.  But, he had to squeeze so far over that Balaam’s foot was crushed against the wall.  Balaam hit the donkey again.  “You are really a stupid beast today,” he probably yelled.

     The angel of the Lord moved on ahead and stood in a place where there were walls on each side and no room to turn.  The donkey suddenly saw the angel right in from of him again.  This time, there was NO room to get past the angel.  Balaam’s donkey looked, stopped, and laid down in the middle of the road.  What else could he do?  Balaam was FURIOUS!  Balaam still couldn’t see the angel and he beat the donkey really hard this time.  Then, God gave the donkey the ability to talk, just that once.  The donkey said, “What have I done to you to make you beat me these three times?  I have always been a good donkey for you.”  Just then, the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes and HE saw the angel of the Lord with his sword drawn, blocking the road.  He realized that his donkey had been able to see God’s messenger when he himself could not.  The angel from God gave this warning, “God does not want you to do what the king asks..  You may go to the king, but remember, speak only those things that I tell you.”

     Balaam knew what God wanted him to do, and he obeyed God in spite of the powerful king.  We find ourselves sometimes in that situation.  We know what God wants us to do, but it’s difficult because other people, perhaps those in authority, want us to do something different.  Perhaps we can get rich by disobeying God, perhaps people will admire us if we do what they want,  but let’s remember Balaam and his donkey, and stay firm in our commitment to do only what God wants us to do.
QUESTIONS:
1. Why was the king of Moab afraid?

2. What did the king want Balaam to do?

3. What did the king offer Balaam?

4. What did Balaam’s donkey see?
5. How man times did Balaam beat  his donkey?  Why    

6. Were there other people with them?  What did they see? (king’s messenger, two servants of Balaam.  Nothing.  Only the donkey could see the angel).

7. What did the donkey say to Balaam?
8. What did the angel tell Balaam?

9. Did Balaam do what the king wanted him to do or what God wanted?

10. How did the king react when he realized Balaam was not going to curse the Israelites? 

Discuss why Balaam went with the king’s messengers after God originally told him not to go.
Did the offer of great respect, honor, and money play a role in Balaam going to the king?

Did the angel with the drawn sword have a more subtle message for Balaam, along with the more direct one of telling him to speak only those things he told him?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Have the students cut out two symbols for a drill--a “W” and an “E.”  The “W” will be a warning sign (like a stop sign).   The other symbol (circle or square) will have an “E” on it to represent “example.”  When you call out names of people they have studied, ask them to place either a warning sign or an example sign on the tablet in front of them when you call out a name.

Example:

God warned Balaam not do evil to the Israelites.  We are told about people’s lives in the Bible as either a warning of how not to act or an example to follow.  When you hear the name, place your symbol to say if it is an example or a warning.
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden

Cain who killed his brother           

Noah who built the ark

The people who made fun of Noah because he was warning them about the flood.

The people who tried to build a tower to heaven (the tower of Babel)

Abraham who wanted a son

How Joseph’s brothers treated him when he was young

Joseph who was in Potiphar’s house

Joseph’s treatment of his brothers and father

Moses who was chosen to be a leader of his people

Pharaoh who would not let the people go.

Israelites who complained that they did not have food or water
Joshua and Caleb, who told the people God would help them take the land.

The Israelites attitude while Moses was on Mt. Sinai

The people who listened to the report of the twelve spies
Book # 24--Old Testament Bible Story Crafts - Balaam, Puppets for Balaam (pp 34-37)
Book # 25 --Who Am I Activity (for the younger one) - A Donkey Saved My Life 

ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT LESSON:
     Lesson # 33: “The Last Days of Moses”

                             Deuteronomy 31:1-8; 32:48-52

MEMORY VERSE:
      Deuteronomy 34:10a    “There has never been another prophet like Moses.”

OR Deuteronomy  34:10b   “The Lord knew Moses face to face.”
(Older children can learn all of the verse; younger ones may only learn first or second part of it.)

Continue to review books of the Old and New Testament, how they are divided, and what books are in each division. 
