LESSON 33
THE LAST DAYS OF MOSES

SCRIPTURES:
Deuteronomy 31:1-8; 32:48-52; 34: 1-12
TIME STAMP:

When Moses’ time to die was near (Deut. 31:14)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Deuteronomy is Moses’ farewell address in which he reminds Israel of God’s laws and the MAIN POINTS in the law. Jesus quoted a LOT from Deuteronomy because it exposes the heart of the law. See Matt. 4:1-11.

OBJECTIVE:
To show that Moses was a faithful follower of God

POINTS:
1. After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the Israelites were about to enter the Promised Land. 
2. Only three men ─ Joshua, Caleb, and Moses ─ were over sixty years of age.  
3. Moses would not be allowed to enter Canaan because he struck a rock in the Desert of Zin, instead of speaking to it as God commanded. (Numbers 20)

4. God chose Joshua as the new leader of the Israelites.
5. Moses wrote down the law and gave it to the priests.

6. Moses blessed Joshua and all the tribes of Israel.
7. God told Moses to climb onto Mt. Nebo so he could see Canaan.

8. Moses died on the mountain at the age of 120.

9. God buried Moses; no one knows where his grave is.

10. The Israelites cried for Moses for thirty days.

MEMORY VERSE: Deuteronomy 34:10a OR 34:10b
     “There has never been another prophet like Moses.” or “The Lord knew Moses face to face.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Honor


Reiterate to students that Canaan =  Promised Land
     Courageous

Reiterate to students that Lord = God
     Borders
     Consequences

LESSON:

     Do you remember there were a great number of people freed from slavery in Egypt?   Do you remember God parting the Red Sea and letting them escape?  Do you remember the Israelites grumbling about Moses and Aaron?  Do you remember why God punished them and made them wander in the wilderness for forty years?  Do you remember God telling them that those people who were twenty years of age and older would die in the wilderness?  EVERYTHING God told them would happen, DID HAPPEN!  Only Joshua, Caleb, and Moses were over the age of sixty years; all the other older people had died or been killed in the wilderness.  

     Now, at last, the Israelites were about to enter the land that God had promised to give them.  They were finally on the very borders of Canaan.  Moses was both happy and sad.  He was happy because the people were about to have their own land, but he was sad because he could not go with them.  Moses made a mistake and disobeyed God because he did not give proper honor to God.  God told him to speak to a rock in the Desert of Zin to get water for the people, but Moses struck the rock with his staff.  God forgave him, but would not let him go with the people into the Promised Land.  
     Moses prayed to God to make a new leader for the people who be strong and lead them in their battles.  God chose Joshua, one of the twelve spies that said they could take the Promised Land with God’s help.   Moses wrote down the laws he had learned from God.  He told the people to make sure their children learned and obeyed these laws.  Moses also blessed the people and told Joshua, “Be strong and courageous…The Lord Himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”  Isn’t that a wonderful promise?
     Then, Moses climbed a high mountain, called Mt. Nebo, and God showed him the whole land they had been traveling to for all those forty years.  The Lord said, “This is the land I promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob I would give to their descendants.”  Although he was 120 years old, Moses was still strong and his eyesight was good.  After looking at the land, Moses died.  God buried him in the land of Moab, but to this day, no one knows where his grave is.

     The Israelites cried for Moses for thirty days.  The Bible says there has never been another prophet in Israel like Moses.  The Lord spoke to him face to face and helped him do great miracles in Egypt and in the wilderness.  He was a great leader; he loved the people and he loved God.
QUESTIONS:
     True or False
1. 1.  The Israelites had wandered in the wilderness for fifty years.    (F)

2. Moses never did anything wrong.  (F)

3. Moses was sad he would not get to go into the Promised Land.  (T)
4. God chose Caleb to lead His people into the Promised Land.  (F)

5. Joshua was chosen to be the new leader by Moses.  (F)

6. God promised to be with Joshua.   (T)

7. Moses climbed onto Mr. Ararat and looked over into the Promised Land. (F)
8. Moses died on top of the mountain. (T)

9. Moses was 100 years old when he died.  (F)

10. The Israelites cried for Moses thirty days.  (T)

     Discuss:
1. How Moses disobeyed God and the consequences of it.

2. Did God still love Moses?  How do you know?

3. How our sins we commit now will have consequences later, if we do not repent.

4. How God ALWAYS loves us, but requires our obedience

5. The importance of God being with Joshua as the new leader of the people   

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     This might be a good time to review the life of Moses (from the Bible or Lessons 23-33)
     Book # 6--Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 2-3)

                      Asking God for Water (Moses strikes the rock) (p.22)

  UNSCRAMBLE THE LETTERS TO LEARN THE MESSAGE MOSES DELIVERED 

  TO JOSHUA   (Deuteronomy 31:6)
 ___  ___      ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___

   E     H          L     I     W   L          V    E    R     N    E          V    E     A   L    E           Y    U    O

___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___.

  R    O    N         K    O    R    F     E    S     A           O    U    Y     
KNOW YOURS NUMBERS--DRAW A LINE TO CORRECT ANSWER
1.  Age of Moses when                                                                                                    3
     he died

2.  Age of people who died                                                                                              20 years     
     in the wilderness                                                                                                            and up
3.  Length of time Israelites wandered                                                                            120 years
     in the wilderness

4.  Length of time Israelites mourned                                                                              12  

     for Moses

5.  Number of spies                                                                                                         40 days
6.  Number of days spies were                                                                                        40 years                                                                                                             
     in the land of Canaan

7.  Number of men over  60 years                                                                                   30 days
     of age left in the wilderness

******************************************************************************
Draw and name the mountain on which Moses stood to look over into the Promised Land
NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT:

     Lesson # 34: “Joshua Sends Out Spies”

                            Joshua 1 and 2

     Memory Verse: Joshua 2:24b  “…..The Lord surely has given us all of the land.”       
