LESSON 34
JOSHUA SENDS OUT SPIES

SCRIPTURES:
Joshua 34

TIME STAMP:

“After the death of Moses” (Josh. 1:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

We must have a working faith in Jesus, just as Rahab had a working faith in God (James 2:25; Heb. 11:31).

OBJECTIVE:
To show that God has the power to give what He promises
POINTS:
1. Moses had died and Joshua was now the leader of the Israelites.

2. The Israelites were near the Jordan River and ready to go across into Canaan.

3. Joshua sent two spies into Canaan to explore the land, especially the city of Jericho.

4. The spies stayed at the home of a woman named Rahab.

5. The king found out about the spies and sent his soldiers to arrest them.

6. Rahab hid the spies on her roof and covered them with stalks of flax.

7. Rahab told the soldiers the men had been there but must have left before the gates closed.
8. Rahab told the spies how she and all the people feared the Israelites because they had heard all the things their God had done for them.

9. Rahab asked the men to keep her family safe when they took Jericho.

10. The men promised her that no harm would come to them and she was to tie a scarlet ribbon (or rope) in the window so they would know what house to protect.

11. Rahab let the spies down from the roof by a rope through the window.
12. The spies hid in the hills for three days, then returned to camp to report to Joshua.

MEMORY VERSE: Joshua 2:24b
     “….The Lord surely has given us all of the land.”

VOCABULARY WORDS/PHRASES:

     Stalks of flax

Command
     Scarlet ribbon

Explore
LESSON:
     After the death of Moses, the Israelites were very near the Jordan River and ready to go across into Canaan.  God told Joshua, their new leader, to get the people ready to go into the land that He had promised to give them many years ago.  The people were ready and said to Joshua, “Anything you command us to do, we will do.”

     Joshua sent two spies across the Jordan River with orders to secretly explore the land of Canaan, especially the city of Jericho.  Jericho was a big city with high walls all around it.  It was also near the Jordan River.  If the Israelites were going to be able to enter Canaan, the city of Jericho had to be taken.  How would that be possible?  Does God always have an answer?

     When the two spies got to Jericho, they stayed at the house of a woman named Rahab.  She was kind to them and gave them food.  The king of Jericho found out there were Israelite spies in his land and he sent soldiers to Rahab’s house to arrest them.  Before the king’s men got there, Rahab hid the spies on her roof and covered them with stalks of flax.  She told the soldiers the two men had been there, but that they must have left the city at sundown before the gate closed.  She said, “Go after them quickly; you may catch up with them.”  So the king’s men went away to search for the two spies.

    Before the spies went to sleep that night, Rahab told the men that EVERYONE had heard about the Israelites and how their God had helped them get out of Egypt.  They had heard how the Egyptian army was destroyed by God in the Red Sea and how God took care of them in the wilderness.  Everyone in her land was afraid of the Israelites and God.  Rahab believed that God ruled the heavens and the earth.  She said to the two spies, “I know the Lord has given you this land.  Now swear to me that you will treat my family as I have treated you.  Don’t let them be killed.”  The two men promised that if she would not tell the king what they were doing, she and her family would be treated well when God gave them the city.

     Rahab’s house was built on the city wall,  so she helped the spies escape by letting them down from the window by a rope.  She also told them what to do so the king’s men could not find them.  The two men said, “We will keep our promise to you.  Tie this red rope (cord, ribbon) to the window and when we attack, may sure your family is IN the house and they will be safe.  When they left, Rahab tied the red rope in her window.
     The two spies hid in the hills for three days, as Rahab had told them.  The king’s men looked all over the countryside for them, but finally gave up and returned to Jericho.  The spies left the hills and crossed the Jordan River to return to the camp.  They told Joshua all that had happened and then said, “The Lord surely has given us all of the land.  All the people in that land are terribly afraid of us.”


QUESTIONS:
     True or False

1. God selected Joshua as the new leader of the Israelites.     (T)

2. The people did not want to follow Joshua.      (F)

3. Joshua sent three spies into Canaan to explore the land.     (F)

4. The spies hid in the basement of Rahab’s house in Jericho.     (F)

5. The king of Jericho wanted to ask the spies to his house for dinner.    (F)

     Discuss:

1. What did Rahab want for her family?

2. Why were the people in Jericho afraid of the Israelites?

3. What color of rope did Rahab hang from her window?

4. Why did she hang the rope from her window?

5. Would Rahab and her family be saved from the destruction of Jericho if she did nothing?
6. Today, do we have commands to obey to be saved?

     Put in proper order using numbers 1 through 8
     _____  The spies hid in the hills for 3 days

     _____  Moses died; Joshua is the new leader of the Israelites

     _____  The spies reported everything that had happened to Joshua

     _____  The king of Jericho found out the spies were in Canaan

     _____  Rahab hid the spies on her roof under stalks of flax

     _____  Rahab sent the soldiers on their way to look for the spies

     _____  Joshua sent two spies into Canaan to spy out the land, especially Jericho

     _____  Rahab helps the spies escape by letting them down a rope from a window

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     1.  Enclosed color sheet of Rahab and the rope in her window

     2.  Book # 7 ─ Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 4-5) - Spies Go Into Canaan (p. 21)
    3.  Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell (Lesson 21) ─ Rahab

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 35: “The Battle of Jericho”

                            Joshua 6

     Memory verse:  Joshua 6:16b    “The Lord has given you this city.”     
