LESSON 35
THE BATTLE OF JERICHO
SCRIPTURES:
Joshua 3-6

TIME STAMP:

Israel crossed the Jordan River for the first time to enter Canaan (Josh. 3:14-17)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Israel couldn’t take Jericho without God’s help. We can’t save ourselves without Jesus’ help (Eph. 2:4-10).

OBJECTIVE:
To show that we must believe that God will help us if we do what He says

POINTS:
1. The Israelites crossed the flooded Jordan River on dry land.

2. They camped at a place called Gilgal.

3. The new land had plenty to eat; the manna stopped.

4. The people of Jericho had closed their city.  No one was allowed to enter or to leave because they knew the Israelites were very near.

5. Joshua left camp alone to “scout out” Jericho.

6. On the way, God sent a messenger to Joshua to tell him how to take Jericho.

7. Seven priests carrying seven trumpets of rams’ horns, the Ark of the Covenant, and the armed men were to go around the city one time on each of six days. 

8. No one spoke; the only sounds were the priests blowing the rams’ horns.

9. On the seventh day, the procession marched around the city seven times.

10. After the seventh time around, the priests blew their trumpets and Joshua commanded the people, “Shout!  For the Lord has given you the city.”

11. The walls fell down and Joshua’s men captured the city.
12. Everything and everyone in the city was destroyed EXCEPT Rahab and her family.

MEMORY VERSE: Joshua 6:16b
     “....The Lord has given you this city.”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Messenger

Ram’s horns

Ark of the Covenant
     Trumpets

Flood
LESSON:
     After hearing the report of the spies, Joshua told the Israelites to prepare to cross over into the land of Canaan.  Do you think they were excited?  They had been wandering in the wilderness for FORTY YEARS!  Now, they were finally going to enter the land God had promised them a long time ago.  But, what about the people who already lived in this land and who DID NOT want the Israelites coming to their cities?  And to get into this new land, they had to cross the flooding Jordan River.  After all this time, were they going to be able to enter this new land?
     Joshua commanded the Ark of the Covenant be the first thing to cross the Jordan River; everyone else was to stay a distance behind.  As soon as the feet of the priests carrying the Ark touched the water, the river stopped flowing!  The people and all their animals crossed on dry land.  When everyone and everything was safely across, the priests carrying the Ark also crossed to the other side.  Just as the priests’ feet were on the river bank, the river started flowing again ─ just as if nothing unusual had happened!
     The Israelites camped at a place not far from the Jordan River called Gilgal.  This new land provided plenty of food for them to eat.  The manna that had been coming every morning stopped and never appeared again.  

     The people of Jericho knew that there had been spies in their city and they were very worried.  They knew the Israelites were very near, so no one was allowed to leave or come into the city.  Joshua was on his way to “scout out” the city when a man carrying a sword came toward him.  This man was a messenger from God, and he had something very special to tell Joshua.  He said that God had delivered Jericho into their hands.  The Israelites would NOT have to fight for the city, but they were to do some unusual things.  This messenger told Joshua they were to MARCH around the city walls!  Seven priests with seven trumpets of ram’s horns were to march ahead of the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant.  So Joshua obeyed and ordered his men to march around the city of Jericho.  Some of his army was in front of the priests with the trumpets and some were behind the priests with the Ark.
     As they marched around the city, the priests blew on the trumpets, but the soldiers kept silent as Joshua had ordered.  They all circled the city ONE time and returned to their camp for the night.  Each day for six days, they did the same thing, making no noise except for blowing on the rams’ horn trumpets.  But on the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city walls SEVEN times!  On the seventh time around, Joshua had told his men to shout, “The Lord has given us this city!”

     So when they had marched around the city seven times, the priests blew the trumpets and all the men shouted loudly and the walls of Jericho fell down!  Remember, these walls were TALL and THICK and they didn’t just crack or lean, but fell down FLAT!  Immediately, Joshua’s men rushed in and captured the city.

     The gold and silver and the brass and iron were collected and given to the priests for the tabernacle.  Everything else in the city was completely destroyed except Rahab and her family. The two spies went into her house where she had tied the red rope and carried her and her family to safety, just as they had promised.  God was with Joshua that day and his fame spread throughout the land of Canaan. 

QUESTIONS:
     Fill in the blanks

     1.  The Israelites crossed the flooded Jordan River on __________     ________________.

                                                                                             dry                     ground
     2.  The Israelites camped at a place near the Jordan River called ____________________.

                                                                                                                   Gilgah
     3.  The new land had plenty to eat; the _________________stopped coming each morning.

                                                                           manna
     4.  God sent a ____________________________to tell Joshua how to take Jericho.

                                          messenger
     5.  How many priest had trumpets?   ________________________.

                                                                        seven
     6.  How many times did the people march around Jericho on the first day? _____________.

                                                                                                                                  one
     7.  No one spoke; the only sounds were the priests blowing the __________     ___________.

                                                                                                                  rams          horns
    8.  How many days did they march around Jericho? _________________________________.

                                                                                                       Seven
          (Discuss that on the first six days, they marched silently around the city one time only/day)
    9.  What did they do on the seventh day?__________________________________________.

                                                                    marched around 7 times/priests blew their trumpets/
                                                                    all the people shouted

  10.  ____________________________________were the only people saved in Jericho.

          Rahab and her family
   Discuss:  
Was there something magic about the Ark of the Covenant that stopped the flow of the Jordan River?  How did it happen?

Would the Israelites have been able to capture Jericho if they had NOT obeyed the message from God?  
Was it the blowing of the rams’ horns and the shouting that caused the walls of Jericho to fall?  What was it?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 7 ─ Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 4-5)

                        The Fall of Jericho (game) (p. 20)

                        Joshua (pp. 22-23)

     Book # 10 ─ Bible Crafts (grades 3-4)
                           Jericho Game (pp. 17-18)
     Book # 15 ─ Favorite Bible Stories (ages 4-5)

                       The Walls of Jericho (p. 18)

                       The Battle of Jericho (p. 19)

     Book # 17 ─ Old Testament Coloring Book
                         Walls of Jericho

     Book # 18 ─ Finger Play Activities
                          Finger Play Games, Marching Around Jericho (p. 53)

     Book # 27 ─ Three Minute Bible Stories (ages 5-8)

                           The Walls of Jericho (story, song, activity) (pp. 27-28)

     Book # 35 ─ Little Tot Dot-to-Dot 
                         The Battle of Jericho (p. 22)

     Book #38 ─ Old Testament Activity and Coloring Book (intermediate)

                          Joshua (pp. 24-25)

     Book # 39 ─ Bible Puzzles for Kids (ages 6-8)

                           Seven Times Around (game) (p. 28)
     Rainbow Lessons (by Jane Britnell): Walls of Jericho (Lesson 22)
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 36: “The Day the Sun Stood Still”

                            Joshua 10

     Memory Verse:  Joshua 10:14b  “…..Truly the Lord was fighting for Israel.”

     Review books of Old and New Testament, how they are grouped, 
            and what books are in each group.

     Start learning Psalm 23:  “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want…”
