LESSON 36
THE DAY THE SUN STOOD STILL

SCRIPTURES:
Joshua 9 &10

TIME STAMP:

After Joshua made peace with the Gibeonites (Josh. 10:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

God mightily delivered Israel. Jesus delivers us from sin in a mighty way (Rom. 8:37-39)!

OBJECTIVE:  

To show that God will help us to do the things He wants us to do.

POINTS:
1. God told the Israelites how to capture the city of Jericho.  They obeyed and the city was taken.

2. The people in Canaan did not want the Israelites in their country; God did.
3. God told the Israelites He would help them conquer the land.

4. The next major city to be destroyed was Ai.

5. News of the powerful Israelites spread quickly throughout Canaan; the people ─ and even the kings of the land ─ were afraid.

6. The people in the city of Gibeon tricked Joshua into making a treaty with them.

7. Because of the treaty, the Israelites could not harm the people of Gibeon, but they could make them their servants.

8. A group of kings in other cities nearby decided to attack the Gibeonites to punish them for serving the Israelites.

9. Joshua had to protect his servants.  He and his army marched all night and surprised the kings and their soldiers.

10. God sent large hailstones from the sky that killed many of the enemy.

11. Joshua prayed to God that the sun would stand still until the enemy could be conquered.

12. The sun did not go down for about a full day.  God was with His people

13. The five kings who planned to attack the Gibeonites were killed.

14. God helped Joshua and his army conquers the land of Canaan.

15. Canaan was divided according to their tribes.

MEMORY VERSE: Joshua 10:14b
     “…Truly the Lord was fighting for Israel.”
VOCABULARY WORDS/ PHRASES:
     Treaty

     Servants

     Conquer 

     Hailstones
     Witnessed

     Exactly

     Descendant
LESSON:
     The Israelites witnessed an amazing event:  the great walls of Jericho had fallen down!  God had told them EXACTLY how and when to march around the city and when to blow their trumpets.  Because they did everything God told them, the tall, thick walls around the city fell flat and all the people except Rahab and her family were destroyed.  Would you remember something like that?  Do you think the people in other parts of Canaan were becoming afraid of
the Israelites.  

     Do you remember that when the Israelites came near the Promised Land, God told them to go and live in the land?  This was the land promised to Abraham’s descendants a long time ago.  But the people living in Canaan did not want them there and they would fight to keep them out.  God also told the Israelites that He would help them conquer their enemies and take the land for their own. That’s exactly what He did at Jericho.  Now, there were more cities to conquer.
     After the walls of Jericho fell down, the Israelites conquered another city called Ai.  The news spread throughout Canaan and many ─ including the kings ─ were afraid of Joshua and the Israelites.  
     In another city called Gibeon, the people living there had heard about the total destruction of Jericho and Ai and they were also afraid. These people, called Gibeonites, knew they could not defeat the powerful Israelites, so they came up with a plan to trick Israel into making peace with them. They sent a group of men dressed in old worn-out clothing and patched sandals to meet with Joshua.  Their donkeys were loaded with worn-out sacks.  They told Joshua they wanted to make a treaty of peace with him and that they lived far away and had traveled a long time to get there.  They said, “This bread of ours was warm when we packed it at home on the day we left to come see you.  But now see how dry and moldy it is. …..And our clothes and our sandals are worn out by the very long journey.” Were they honest with Joshua?  NO!  But Joshua believed them and promised not to hurt the people or destroy their cities.
     Joshua soon learned he had been tricked.  The people he promised to protect lived nearby ─ not far away as they had said. The Israelites grumbled, but a promise must be kept.  They could not harm the Gibeonites in any way, but they COULD make them their servants.  So from then on, the Gibeonites cut wood, carried water, and did other work for the whole camp of Israelites.

     When the king of Jerusalem heard this, he became afraid.  Gibeon was a large city with many good fighters and he thought they might join the Israelites to fight against them and the other cities in Canaan. The king joined with four other Amorite kings to destroy the city of Gibeon.  Their armies surrounded the city and the men of Gibeon sent an urgent message to Joshua for help.
    Joshua and his army marched all night to help the people of Gibeon. When they reached the city, they make a surprise attack on the Amorite kings that had joined together.  The Amorites panicked and many of them were killed there at Gibeon.  Others ran away and were chased by the Israelites.  As they ran, God hurled large hailstones on the Gibeonites.  In fact, more were killed by the hailstones than by the swords of the Israelites.

     On that day, Joshua prayed to God that the sun would stand still in the sky so they could continue to fight.  God stopped the sun and it did not go down for a whole day ─ until Israel conquered its enemies.  Never before, or since, has the sun stood still.  It shows that God was with His people and wanted them to win the battle.
     The Israelites chased down the Amorites and killed them.  Only a few made it back to their cities. The five Amorite kings that joined together to attack Gibeon tried to hide in a cave, but they were found and also killed.  Joshua had their bodies thrown back into the cave where they had been hiding and large rocks were placed over the opening.  

     God helped Joshua and his army fights many battles to take the land. They made war for a long time.  The only city that made peace with them was Gibeon.  Joshua took the whole land of Canaan according to all that God commanded.  Joshua gave it to Israel (Israelites) by dividing the land according to their tribes.  And the people of Israel rested from war.
QUESTIONS:
     Fill in the blanks:

1. ___________________was the first city conquered by the Israelites in Canaan. (Jericho)

2. After Ai, was captured, the news spread throughout Canaan, and the people were _____________________.   (afraid)

3. The people of ____________________came up with a plan to trick Joshua into making peace with them.  (Gibeon)

4. The people of Gibeon sent some men to try to trick Joshua by wearing _________clothing and sandals.  (old) 

5. _______________kings decided to fight against Joshua and the Israelites. (five)

6. Joshua and his men got to Gibeon in what length of time? ________________________ (one night)

7. God caused ____________________to come from the sky to kill many of the enemy soldiers.    (hailstones)
8. Joshua asked God to help them fight by causing the ___________ to stand still.  (sun)

9. The five Amorite kings tried to hide, but were buried in a ________________.  (cave)

10. Canaan was divided according to their ________________.  (tribes)
Discuss:

God was with the Israelites and helped them win their battles as long as they obeyed Him. (God will keep His promises to us as long as we obey His word)

When we give our word or make a promise, it is to be kept.  (Importance of thinking before we make a promise; how important it is to do what we say ─ keeping our word)

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 7 ─ Favorite Bible Heroes
                        Joshua (game) (pp. 22-23)
     Book # 16 ─ Bible Story People
                          Joshua Led an Army (coloring page)

     Book # ? – The Day the Sun Stood Still (matching game)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:

     Lesson # 37: “God Chooses Deborah”
                            Judges 4-5

     Memory Verse:  Judges 4:1b   “…Today is the day the Lord will help you.”
     Review books of Old and New Testament, how they are grouped, and what books are in each 
     group.  Older students can practice by finding certain books and chapters as you specify.

     Learn second part of Psalm 23: (should know by next week)

          The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.

          He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters.
