LESSON 38
GIDEON BECOMES A JUDGE
SCRIPTURES:
Judges 6-8

TIME STAMP:

When Israel was oppressed by Midian (Judges 6:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Gideon had to tear down the false gods so the Lord would be with him. We have to love Jesus only – nothing else can come before Him (Matt. 10:37).

OBJECTIVE:
To show that we should always be ready to follow God without being afraid
POINTS:
1. The Israelites again sinned against God by worshipping idols.

2. God let the Midianites rule over them and ruin their land.

3. God chose Gideon to be a judge and rescue the Israelites.

4. Gideon tore down the old idols and built an altar to God.

5. Gideon gathered a large army to fight the Midianites.

6. God told Gideon to narrow his army down to a much smaller group

7. The 300 men chosen to fight were selected by the way they drank water from a stream.
8. The men were divided into three groups of 100, each with a trumpet and a jar with a torch in it.

9. The groups surrounded the camp while the Midianites slept.

10. Just after midnight, the 300 men blew their trumpets, broke the jars, and let their torches shine.

11. The Midianites became frightened and started fighting and killing each other.

12. The Midianites were defeated and peace was in the land for 40 years.

MEMORY VERSE: Judges 8:23
     “The Lord will be your ruler.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Midianites


Rescue
     Torches 


Stream
LESSON:
     Just as they had done so many times before, the people of Israel once again sinned against God by worshipping idols.  To punish them, God let the Midianites rule over them and ruin their land.  The Midianites were mean, bad people. Every year when the Israelites planted their food, the Midianites would come and destroy the crops and take their sheep and cattle.  The Israelites could not do anything stop them, so they ran to the mountains and hid in caves.   After seven years of not having anything, they cried to God to help them get rid of the evil Midianites.
     God chose Gideon to be the judge and lead the people.  God said, “Go, and rescue Israel from the Midianites.  I am sending you.”  But first, God wanted Gideon to tear down the altar his father had built to worship the false god, Baal.  That night, he tore the altar down and built a new one to worship the one true God.  The next morning when the people saw that  Gideon had built a new altar, they were very mad and wanted to kill him.  But Gideon’s father stopped them and said, “If Baal is a real god, let him fight for himself.”  Gideon knew he was safe because Baal was not a real god and the people did not try to kill him.
     God was now ready for Gideon to rescue His people. Gideon gathered a very large army to fight the Midianites.  God said to Gideon, “You have so many men that you and the people may think you have won this victory by yourselves.  Send away anyone who is afraid.”  20,000 men went home and 10,000 men stayed.  God told Gideon that he still had too many men.  God told Gideon, “Take the men to the stream.  Let the men drink water and put those that drink like a dog in one group and those that drink with their hands in another group.”

     When they got through, 300 men had used their hands to bring water to their mouths.  God told Gideon to send all the others home.  God said, “I will save you, using the 300 men who lapped the water from their hands.  And I will allow you to defeat the Midianites.”  Could Gideon win a battle with only 300 men while  the Midianites had thousands of men?  God told Gideon how he could do it.

     Gideon followed God’s directions and divided his men into three groups of 100.  Then he gave each  man a trumpet and a jar with a torch in it.  The three groups surrounded the Midianite’s camp while they slept.  Just after midnight, Gideon’s men blew their trumpets and broke the jars and their torches blazed in the night.  Then they all yelled, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”  The noise woke the Midianites and they thought their camp had been invaded.  God caused them to panic.  They became frightened and started fighting and killing each other.  Many others ran away.

     The Midianites were defeated and all the people were happy.  They wanted Gideon to rule over them and tell them what to do.  But Gideon said, “I will not rule over you nor will my son rule over you.  The Lord will rule over you.”  The Midianites did not cause trouble anymore and there was peace in the land for 40 years, as long as Gideon lived.

QUESTIONS:
1. Where the Midianites good or evil people?

2. Why did the Israelites not have very much food?

3. Whom did they ask for help?

4. Whom did God choose to lead them?

5. How many people came to help Gideon fight?

6. How many men went home because they were afraid? How many stayed?
7. How many men lapped the water from their hands?
8. How many men went into battle with Gideon?

9. What did the men fight with?

10. What did the Midianites do when they were suddenly awakened?

   Discuss:  

        Just as we’ve seen before throughout our lessons (Abraham, Jacob, Moses, for examples),  

   when God tells someone He will help them, NOTHING is impossible.  In this lesson, 300 men

   defeated thousands of men because they obeyed God.

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 38 ─ Old Testament Coloring Activity Book (p. 36)

     Book # 39 ─ Bible Puzzles for Kids (p. 31)

     Enclosed activity sheets
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 39: “Samson and the Philistines”

                            Judges 13-16

     Memory Verse: Judges 13:23b    “…..Samson grew and the Lord blessed him.”
     Review books of the Old and New Testament, how they are divided, and be able to apply to

     finding scriptures.
      Know Psalm 23 as follows:

          The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.

          He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  He leadeth me beside the still waters.

          He restoreth my soul:  He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.                     

