LESSON 39
SAMSON AND THE PHILISTINES
SCRIPTURES:
Judges 13-16

TIME STAMP:

When Israel was oppressed by the Philistines for 40 years (Judges 13:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

The Holy Spirit made Samson strong (Judges 13:25). The Holy Spirit helped Jesus in His ministry, too (Matt. 4:1).

OBJECTIVE:
To show that God uses all ─ strong and weak ─ to do His will in teaching others about Him and His love

POINTS:
1. The children of Israel sinned against God by serving false gods.

2. God let their enemy, the Philistines rule over them for forty years.

3. God sent a special judge named Samson to deliver His people.  He would have special power.

4. God had told Samson’s mother and father that he was to be raised as a Nazirite.
5. On his way to see a young Philistine woman he liked, Samson killed a young lion with his bare hands.  

6. When he went back to marry her, Samson went by the carcass of the lion; a swarm of bees and some honey were in.  Samson ate some of the honey and gave some to his parents.
7. Samson made up a riddle about the lion and the honey.  It caused problems with his bride-to-be and her father gave her to another man.

8. Samson became so angry when he found out the woman had married another man that he caught 300 foxes, tied them tail-to-tail in pairs, lit their tails with a torch of fire, and let them run through the Philistines wheat fields.

9. When Samson was caught, he was tied with strong, new ropes.  Samson broke the ropes like they were threads.

10. The jawbone of a donkey was on the ground; Samson used it as a weapon and killed 1000 Philistines.
11. Samson’s special strength came from God.  

12. Samson judged the people for twenty years.

MEMORY VERSE: Judges 13:24b
     “…..Samson grew and the Lord blessed him.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Nazirite

     Carcass

     Riddle
     Dedicate
LESSON:
       In our very first lessons, do you remember us talking about all the great stories in the Bible?  Not only have we learned how and by whom the worlds were made and how the rainbow was put in the sky, but we have read about battles and wars that involve horses and chariots; a great flood that destroyed all the people on the earth; a talking donkey; a great wall that fell down just by people marching, blowing their trumpets, and shouting; a sea that parted its waters to let the Israelites walk through on dry ground, and many other amazing events.  In this lesson, we’re going to talk about another great story from the Bible ─ a man who was stronger than any other man who ever lived!    

     Just as they had so many times before, the Israelites sinned against God by serving false gods.  God let one of their enemies, the Philistines, rule over them for forty years.  When HIS time was right, God decided to help His people by sending them a very special judge named Samson.  

     Before Samson was born, the Angel of the Lord came to a woman from the tribe of Dan.  The woman had not been able to have any children.  When the Angel appeared, He said, “You are going to have a son.”  The Angel warned the woman to drink no wine and eat nothing that was unclean.  He instructed the woman that her baby boy should be raised as a Nazirite.  A Nazirite could not cut his hair, could not drink wine, and he was not to touch a dead body.  He was to dedicate his life and service to God.
     Everything happened just as she had been told.  The woman had a baby son and he was named Samson.  The Lord blessed him as he grew to be an adult.  

     One day Samson saw a young Philistine woman and he wanted to marry her.  He asked his father and mother to arrange the marriage.  His parents did not want to do this. God had told the Israelites many years before not to marry the people of Canaan because they worshipped false gods or idols.  But, Samson insisted that this was the right person for him, so they went to talk to 
the young woman.  As they neared the town where the woman lived, a young lion came roaring toward Samson.  He killed the lion with his bare hands.  Some time later when he went back to marry the woman, he returned to the spot where the dead lion’s body lay.  In the carcass was a swarm of bees and some honey.  Samson ate some of the honey and gave some to his mother and father.
     At his wedding feast, Samson made up a riddle about the lion and the honey and asked if anyone could solve it.  The riddle was this:  “Out of the eater comes something to eat; out of the strong comes something sweet.”  Because of the riddle, an argument started and his bride was given to another man by her father.  Samson returned some time later to see the young bride and became angry that the woman had married another man.  He caught three hundred foxes and tied them tail-to-tail in pairs.  He then tied a torch of fire to their tails and let them run in the wheat fields of the Philistines.  The fires destroyed the crops of the Philistines.  They were VERY angry with Samson!

     The Philistines attacked the city looking for Samson to kill him.  Samson was hiding in a cave and the men of the city said, “What have you done to us.  Don’t you know the Philistines are our rulers?” They tied up Samson with strong new ropes and took him to the Philistines.   When the Philistines came running toward Samson, God gave him great strength and he broke the new ropes like they were threads.  On the ground was the jawbone of a donkey that had recently died.  Samson used the jawbone as a weapon and with it, killed one thousand Philistines. 
     After this great battle, Samson was very thirsty.  God caused the ground to split and water came from the opening.  Samson was renewed and his strength returned.  He judged the people for twenty years.

QUESTIONS:
1. What did the angel tell the woman from the tribe of Dan?
2. What kind of life was Samson to live?

3. Whom did Samson want to marry?

4. What did Samson kill on his way to see the young woman?

5. What was in the carcass when it went to his wedding?

6. What was Samson’s riddle?

7. Why did Samson get mad at the Philistines?

8. What did he do?

9. What happened when Samson was tied with new ropes?
10. How many Philistines did he kill?  What did he use as a weapon?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 1 ─ Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8) - (p.53)

     Book # 38 ─ Old Testament Coloring Activity - (p.29)

     Rainbow Lessons, by Jane Britnell (age 4) - Samson

     Enclosed activity sheets

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 40: “Samson and Delilah” 

                            Judges 16

     Memory Verse: Judges 16:28   “…O Lord God, remember me; 
                                                             O God, please strengthen me just once more.”     

     Review books of the Old and New Testament, how they are divided, and be able to use 
     that knowledge to find designated chapters and verses.
     Know Psalm 23 as follows:

        The Lord is my Shepherd: 

             I shall not want.

        He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
            He leadeth me beside the still waters.

        He restoreth my soul:
           He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

       Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
           for thou art with me;
