LESSON 40
SAMSON AND DELILAH

SCRIPTURES:
Judges 16

TIME STAMP:

When Samson went to Gaza, a great Philistine city (Judges 16:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Sin brought Samson mighty low – God’s grace helped him still overcome. Sin brings us mighty low, but Jesus’ blood covers our sins today (1 John 1:5-10)

OBJECTIVE:

To show the importance of choosing the right friends and companions

POINTS:
1. Samson was so strong the Philistines could never capture him.

2. Samson fell in love with Delilah, another Philistine woman.

3. The Philistine rulers asked Delilah to trick Samson and find the secret of his strength.

4. Samson untruthfully told her three silly things that would take away his strength.

5. Delilah pestered Samson to the point that he finally told her the truth.
6. Delilah helped him go to sleep and then called for a man to come shave the seven braids of his hair; his strength left him. Samson awoke not knowing his strength had left him.

7. The Philistines captured him, gouged out his eyes, bound him with shackles, and made him grind grain in their prison.

8. Samson had time to think about how he had disobeyed God and how he had misused the power given to him. His hair began to grow again.

9. Later, the Philistines were offering a sacrifice to Dagon, their god, and celebrating the capture of Samson.  They asked that Samson be brought out to entertain them.

10. Samson asked God to remember him and give him strength one more time.

11. Samson asked that his hands be placed on the giant pillars that supported the temple.
12. Samson pushed with all his might; the temple came tumbling down on all the rulers, the people, and Samson. He killed more Philistines that day than he had killed in all his life.

MEMORY VERSE: Judges 16:28b
     “…..O Lord God, remember me; O God, please strengthen me just once more…..”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Braids                             Betrayed


Pillars
LESSON:
     The Philistines could never capture Samson because he was so strong.  During the twenty years he was a judge over the Israelites, Samson had many troubles with the Philistines.  One day, however he fell in love with another Philistine woman named Delilah.  Do you think this is going to be a happy marriage?

     The rulers of the Philistines came to Delilah and asked her to trick Samson and find out the secret of his great strength.  They offered her a large amount of money if she would  do this for them.  Delilah did as the rulers requested.  Three times, Samson told her silly things to try that would take away his strength.  Three times, Delilah called the Philistines into her house to catch Samson, but each time,  Samson’s strength was still with him. Delilah was very unhappy that Samson was not telling her his secret.
     Delilah pestered and nagged Samson day after day.  She said, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you won’t confide in me?  This is the third time you made a fool of me and haven’t told me the secret of your great strength.”  Finally, Samson grew very tired of all the naggings.  He told her, “My hair has never been cut, because I have been a Nazirite to God from my birth.  If my hair is cut, then my strength will leave me.”  

     That night, after Delilah helped Samson to sleep, a barber came and cut Samson’s hair.   When the Philistines came to capture Samson, he thought he could escape ─ just like he had the other times.  But, he could not, because the Lord had left him.  Delilah had completely betrayed him while pretending to love him ─ all to get the money offered to her.

     The Philistines captured Samson, gouged out his eyes, chained him up, and made him grind grain in their prison.  How sad the children of Israel were!  How sad Samson was!  He was doing what an ox normally would do. The Philistines mocked and made fun of him.  He bagan to realize, although it was too late,  that he should have trusted in the Lord and not in himself.  However, while in prison, his hair began to grow again.  
     Later, the Philistines were at their great temple to offer a sacrifice to Dagon, their god, and to celebrate the capture of Samson.  All the rulers, plus about three thousand men and women were at the temple.  They asked that Samson be brought out to entertain them.  Some of the people were even on the roof of the temple. Samson asked a little boy who brought him up from prison to lead him to a place between two pillars that supported the temple. Samson prayed to God that He would remember him one more time.  He prayed, “O Lord God, remember me, I pray!  Strengthen me, just this once, O God, that I may with one blow take vengeance on the Philistines for my two eyes!”  
     God heard Samson’s prayer and gave him his strength back.  Samson pushed and pushed on the two great pillars until they broke apart and the whole Philistine temple fell to the ground. Samson died, but also did many of the wicked people at the temple.  In his death, Samson was given his greatest victory by God.  He killed more Philistines that day than he had killed in all his life.

QUESTIONS:

1. Why was it so hard for the Philistines to capture Samson?
2. Who did Samson fall in love with this time?

3. What did Delilah want Samson to tell her?  Why?

4. Did Samson have a little fun with Delilah about the source of his strength?

5. What did Samson finally tell her about his strength?

6. What happened when Samson went to sleep?

7. What did the Philistines do to Samson?

8. What kind of job did the Philistines give Samson?

9. What started happening while Samson was in prison?

10. Why were all the people at the temple?

11. What did Samson ask the little boy to do for him?

12. How did Samson die?  Who died with him?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:

     Book # 10 ─ Bible Crafts on a Shoestring Budget   (grades 3-4)

                           Samson’s Tower (build a tower)  (pp.23-25)

     Book # 35 ─ Little Tot Dot to Dot

                           (p. 23)
     Enclosed sheets
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:

     Lesson # 41: “The Story of Ruth”

                            Ruth 1-4

     Memory Verse: Ruth 1:16 “…Your people will be my people.  Your God will be my God…..”

     Review books of Old and New Testament as before

     Observe and discuss time line

     Know Psalm 23 through:

          The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall not want.
          He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  He leadeth me beside the still waters>

          He restoreth my soul:  He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

          Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:

               for thou art with me;  thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
