LESSON 41
THE STORY OF RUTH

SCRIPTURE:

Ruth 1-4

TIME STAMP:

“In the days when the judges governed” (Ruth 1:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Ruth became the great-grandmother of King David (Ruth 4:21-22) and the great…great…great-grandmother of Jesus (Matt. 1:5)!

OBJECTIVE:

To teach what it means to be a good example.  Naomi was a good example for Ruth and helped Ruth become faithful to God.

POINTS:
1. When the people of Israel had no king, many people forgot about God and worshiped idols.
2. God punished them by causing a shortage of food in the land.

3. Elimelech, Naomi, and their two sons went to Moab to live because that country had food to eat.  They continued to worship the one true God.
4. After some time, the two sons married women from Moab.
5. Elimelech, Naomi’s husband died; the two sons died also.

6. Naomi heard food was available again in Bethlehem and wanted to go back home.

7. The two daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah, wanted to go with Naomi.

8. Naomi told them to go home to their parents.

9. Orpah went home to her parents; Ruth would not leave Naomi.

10. Naomi and Ruth moved back to Bethlehem.

11. Ruth gathered the left-over grain after the harvesters had finished so she and Naomi would have bread to eat.

12. Naomi had a wealthy relative named Boaz who helped Ruth get extra food and grain.

13. Boaz and Ruth were soon married and had a son named Obed.

14. Obed’s grandson was David, the first king of Israel.

15. Jesus our Savior was from the family of David.

MEMORY VERSE: Ruth 1:16  
     “…..Your people will be my people. Your God will be my God.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:

Shortage        Harvesters      Relative           Descendants
LESSON:
     Do you think someone would be a really special person to have a book in the Bible named after them?  In this lesson, we’re going to study about the first book in the Bible to be named after a WOMAN!   This very special lady we’ll be studying about is named Ruth.  Her book, however, is

actually the story of three people:  two women and a man who loved God and took care of each other.    
     The story of Ruth began in the days when the Israelites had judges, but no king. Instead of worshiping the one true God, many of the Israelites chose to worship idols.  To punish them, God caused there to be a shortage of food in the land.  But, not ALL the people had forgotten God.  One family from Bethlehem, a man named Elimelch and his wife Naomi, trusted in the true God.  They took their two sons to the land of Moab to live because there was food to eat there.  The people of Moab worshiped false gods, but Elimelch’s family remained true to God.
     After some time, Elimelech died.  Naomi’s sons each married a lady from Moab.  One lady was named Orpah and the other was named Ruth.  After a few more years, Naomi’s sons died, too.  Naomi and Orpah and Ruth were all alone.

     After some time, Naomi heard that food was growing again in Bethlehem.  She wanted to move back to her old home.  Orpah and Ruth said they would go with her.  But Naomi told them to go home to their own mom and dad.  Orpah said goodbye to Naomi, but Ruth would not leave.  She loved the true God and wanted to help Naomi because Naomi had been such a good and kind person and Ruth wanted to be like her.  She said to Naomi, “I will live where you live, I will worship your God, and I will die where you die.”  So they both moved to Bethlehem.

     Naomi and Ruth were very poor, so Ruth would go into a field and gather up the leftover grain after the harvesters had done their work.  They used this grain to make bread.  One day, Ruth was in the field of a rich man named Boaz, a relative of Naomi’s.  Boaz saw Ruth and asked who she was.  When he heard how much she loved and cared for Naomi, he told his workers to let her eat and drink with them.  They were also to leave extra grain behind in the field ─ just for her to pick up.  He talked with Ruth and told her to keep on working in his field. Even though she was from a different country, Boaz was very kind.  Ruth was very thankful.  Boaz helped her because he also loved the true God.

     Ruth kept gathering grain in Boaz’s field.  Soon, Boaz and Ruth were married.  Now, Boaz could take care of Ruth AND Naomi.  God blessed Ruth and Boaz with a baby boy named Obed.  When Obed grew up, he had a son named Jesse.  Jesse grew up to have a son named David.  David became the first king of Israel.  Many, many years later, Jesus our Savior was born from the family of David.  Jesus came to earth to die on the cross to take away all people’s sins.
QUESTIONS:
1. How did God punish the people for disobeying Him?

2. Why did Naomi, her husband and two sons go to Moab?

3. Did the Moabites worship God?

4. Who did Naomi’s sons marry?

5. What happened to their husbands?

6. Why did Naomi want to go back home?

7. Why did Ruth go with her?

8. Who did Ruth meet?

9. Do you think God had anything to do with them meeting?
10. Name two descendants of Ruth and Boaz.

     Discuss:  Can we remain true to God wherever we live?  Will it always be easy?

                    Talk about Naomi’s influence with her family and how we can be the same today.

                    This might be a good time to introduce the word “loyal” and how it relates to this 
                          lesson.

RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES:
     Book # 1 ─ Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8)
                         Ruth Loves Naomi (color sheet) (p.56)

     Book # 7 ─ Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 4-5)

                        Helping Her Mother-in-Law (make candle holder) (p.24)
                        Being Kind to Naomi and Boaz (make a puppet) (p.25)

                        God Took Care of Her (activity about food) (p.26)

                        Setting a Good Example (set the table craft) (p.27)

     Book # 12 ─ Bible Crafts on a Shoestring (ages 4-5) - Kindness Cup (p. 47)

     Book # 18 ─ Finger Play Activities - Ruth (finger play poem) (p. 54)

     Book #27 ─ Three-Minute Bible Stories - Ruth and Naomi (pp. 29-31)

     Rainbow Lessons (by Jane Britnell) - Lesson # 31 ─ Naomi, Ruth, Boaz
     Suggestion:  Make an ancestral line of Jesus Christ, starting with Boaz and Ruth.

                          Boaz and Ruth(Obed(Jesse(David(Solomon(((Jesus
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 42: “Samuel the Prophet”

                            1 Samuel 1-5

     Memory Verse: 1 Samuel 3:9  “Speak, Lord, I am your servant, and I am listening.”
     Review books of the Bible and their divisions.
     Review Psalms 23 memorized to this point: (through “thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”) 
