LESSON 42
SAMUEL THE PROPHET

SCRIPTURE:

1 Samuel 1-5

TIME STAMP:

“Word from the Lord was rare in those days, visions were infrequent” (1 Sam. 3:1) – the last of the judges (1 Sam. 7:6; 8:5)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Samuel was dedicated to God in a special way (1 Sam. 1:11). We are to be holy as God is holy 
(1 Pet. 1:13-16). We are made holy (redeemed) by the blood of Jesus (1 Pet. 1:17-19).

OBJECTIVE:
To teach that we should always be prepared to do what God wants us to do
POINTS:

1. A man had two wives ─ Hannah and Peninnah.

2. Peninnah had children; Hannah had no children.

3. Hannah prayed to God for a son.

4. Hannah promised to give that son back to God.

5. God answered Hannah’s prayer and gave her a son she named “Samuel.”
6. When he was old enough, Hannah gave Samuel to Eli, the priest.

7. Eli had two wicked sons, but Samuel was a good boy.
8. God called Samuel three different times one night; Samuel thought it was Eli calling him.

9. Eli knew it was God calling Samuel and told him to answer and obey the Voice.

10. Samuel grew up to be a faithful prophet.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Samuel 3:9
     “Speak, Lord, I am your servant, and I am listening.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Priest
     Prophet

LESSON:
     There was a man named Elkanah who had two wives.  Their names were Hannah and Peninnah.  Peninnah had children, but Hannah did not have children.   Peninnah kept on making fun of Hannah because she did not have a child.  Hannah was so sad that she cried.
     Once when Hannah and her husband were in a town called Shiloh to offer sacrifices and worship God, Hannah prayed to God for a son.  Hannah promised to give that son back to God so that he could live and work in the temple.  Hannah prayed in her heart without speaking the words, but her lips were moving.  When Eli, the priest, saw her lips moving but heard no words, he thought Hannah had drunk too much wine.  Hannah told Eli she had been pouring out her soul to God in prayer.  Eli said, “Go in peace, and God grant your prayer which you have asked of Him.”  Hannah’s prayer was answered, and she had a son she named Samuel.

     When Samuel was old enough to live apart from his parents, Hannah took Samuel to Shiloh to live with Eli ─ just as she had promised God in her prayer.  Samuel was young when he went to live in the temple.  Every year, Hannah would bring a new coat for Samuel.  God blessed Hannah with other children, but Samuel grew up in the temple and Eli taught him to love and serve God.  
     Eli had two sons who were priests.  These sons were wicked and disobeyed God and cheated God’s people.  Eli was now an old man and was not a very good father to his sons because he did not punish them for sinning against God.
     One night while Eli and Samuel were sleeping, God called, “Samuel.”  Samuel ran to Eli’s room and said to him, “Here I am, for you called me.”  Eli said, “I did not call; lie down again.”  Samuel went and lay down.  Then, God called two more times and each time Samuel went to Eli, thinking it was Eli calling him.  After the third time, Eli knew that God had called Samuel.  Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down and if God calls you say, ‘Speak, for Your servant hears.’”  So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  Again, God called, “Samuel! Samuel!”  And Samuel answered, “Speak, for your servant hears.”  Then God told Samuel that Eli and his sons would die because they did not love God above all other things.

     Samuel was afraid to tell Eli, but Eli insisted that he be told EVERYTHING God had told him. Eli said that God would do what was best.  Later, everything happened ─ just as God had said.  The wicked sons were killed in a war and Eli died when he heard the sad news.  God’s special ark of the covenant was taken by an enemy ─ the Philistines.  They soon returned it, however,  because they had become very sick and many of them had died.  God punished them for taking something that did not belong to them; the Ark of the Covenant did not belong to anyone except the Israelites.

    Samuel grew up and was a faithful prophet of God.  He told God’s people the words of God.  The word “prophet” means one who speaks for another.  Samuel spoke to the people the things God wanted them to know.   

QUESTIONS:
1. What did Hannah pray for?

2. What did she promise to do?

3. What did Hannah take to Samuel each year?

4. Who was Eli?

5. Who did Samuel think was calling him at night?

6. What did God tell Samuel?

7. What happened to Eli and his sons?

8. What happened to God’s special ark?

9. What is a prophet?

10. Was Samuel a good prophet?

See attachment for more questions.
ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     1.  Book # 1 ─ Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8)

                             Hannah Gives Her Son to God

     2.  Book # 6 ─ Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 2-3)
                             Hoping for a Baby (story and action rhyme) (p.24)

                             Looking for Help (glue pictures) (p. 25)

                             Asking the Lord for Help (problem solving game) (p. 26)

                             An Answer to Prayer (puppet) (p. 27)

                             Samuel - Listening to God (color and glue pictures) (p. 28)

                             Growing Up with God (make a booklet) (pp. 30-31)

   3.  Book # 18 ─ Finger Play Activites

                             Hannah (p. 54)

                             Samuel, Samuel (p. 29)

   4.  Book # 27 ─ Three Minute Bible Stories
                             The Calling of Samuel (story, song, game) (pp 32-34)

   5.  Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell

                             Lesson # 32 ─ Hannah and Elkanah

                             Lesson # 33 ─ Samuel

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:

     Lesson # 43: “Saul is the First King”

                            1 Samuel 8-15

     Memory Verse: 1 Samuel 15:22   “…It is better to obey than to sacrifice.”
    Review books of the Bible and their divisions

    Know Psalms 23 to:

         The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall not want.

        He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  He leadeth me beside the still waters.

        He restoreth my soul:  He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

        Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:

              For thou art with me;  thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

       Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
Circle the right answer:

     1.  We have to say our prayer out-loud for God to hear us.
YES        NO

     2.  Does God expect us to do whatever we’ve promised?         
YES        NO

     3.  God always gives us everything we ask for.                        
YES        NO

Draw a line to the correct person:

1.  I had children and teased another woman                                                      Eli

2.  I was a priest who had two evil sons                                                              Hannah

3.  I made a coat for my son each year                                                                Elkanah

4.  I was given to a priest when I was a young boy                                             God

5.  I called Samuel three different times in the night                                           Samuel   

6.  I am the father of Samuel.                                                                               Peninnah

7.  The Ark of the Covenant belonged to us                                                        Israelites
