LESSON 43
SAUL IS THE FIRST KING

SCRIPTURE:

1 Samuel 8-15

TIME STAMP:

Israel wanted “to be like the nations” (1 Sam. 8:19-20). End Judges. Begin United Kingdom.

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

God often chooses a man whom we would completely overlook (1 Sam. 9:21). Jesus was despised by men (Isaiah 53), but God did mighty things through Him!

OBJECTIVE:  

To show that God expects us to do exactly as He has said

POINTS:
1. God was ruling Israel through the prophet Samuel and his sons.

2. Samuel was a good man, but his sons were evil.

3. The Israelites wanted a king like the nations around them.

4. Samuel asked God what to do; God told him to let the people have a king, but they would be sorry about it later.

5. Saul was chosen by God to be the first king.

6. Saul was a faithful king at first, but later, he trusted himself instead of God.

7. King Saul offered a sacrifice instead of waiting for Samuel.

8. Because of Saul’s disobedience, the kingdom would not be ruled by Saul’s family.

9. Saul’s son, Jonathan, was a good person.

10. God was sad that He made Saul king over Israel.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Samuel 15:22
     “…..It is better to obey than to sacrifice….”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     King                                      Elders                           Warrior                 Bribes
     Nations                                  Anoint(ed)                    Honest                  Handsome
LESSON:
     Can you describe a king?  Does he wear a crown?  Does he sit on a throne?  Does he wear a big, heavy robe?  Is he a really important person?  Do you know who the very first king of God’s people was?  Well, in this lesson, we’ll study about a man named Saul, the very first king of the Israelites.

     God was ruling Israel through the prophet Samuel and his sons. Remember that a true prophet talked to God and then told the people what God wanted them to know.  Because God talked to Samuel, the Israelites knew exactly how to act, what things they should and should not do, and what was going to happen in the future.   Do you think the people always obeyed?  NO!  Even Samuel’s sons did not fear and obey God

     When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons to judge the people.  But these two sons took bribes and made decisions that were bad for the people.  The Israelites grew tired of having to answer to these dishonest men.  The elders asked Samuel for a king so they could be like other nations around them.  Samuel was not pleased about this, but he asked God what to do.  God told Samuel, “It is not you they have rejected as their king, but me.  Give them a king, but tell them all that a king will make them do.”  
     Samuel told the people what God had said.  He warned them that the king would take their children and servants to serve him.  He would make them work very hard.  He would also take much of their money and property for himself.  The people still wanted a king.  God told Samuel that He would show him who was to be king.
     When Samuel saw Saul, God said, “This is the man who will rule over my people.” According to God’s orders, Samuel anointed Saul to be the first king of Israel.  Saul was from the family of Benjamin.  He was a head taller than any other man in Israel and was more handsome than anyone else.  Samuel wrote down some rules, but Saul was the ruler now.  Saul was thirty years old when he became king. At first, Saul was a faithful king and obeyed God’s Word, but later he trusted himself and did not love God.
     When Saul was king, there were a lot of wars between God’s people and their enemies.  Saul was a brave soldier and led the Israelites into these battles.  If Saul and the people trusted and obeyed God, the wars would be won by God’s people.  If they did not follow God, the enemies would win.  Then Samuel would pray for the people.
     One time, Saul was waiting for Samuel to come and offer a sacrifice before Saul and his people went into battle.  Samuel had promised to make the offerings and had told Saul to wait for his arrival.  At the end of seven days and Samuel had not arrived, Saul offered the sacrifice.  This was against God’s commands.  Because he disobeyed God, Saul’s kingdom would not last.  Not only would he not be king much longer, none of his sons would ever be king.  What a foolish thing Saul had done!
     Saul had a son, Jonathan, who was a good person and a good warrior.  Once, Saul made a bad rule for the soldiers not to eat food all day.  The men became very weak and could not fight very well.  Jonathan had not heard the command and ate some honey.  Saul almost killed him for it, but this foolish order for his troops to fast before a battle was another example of Saul not using good judgment. Saul was not fit to be king.
     Another time, God helped Saul and his army win a battle with the Amalekites.  God told the people and Saul to DESTROY ALL the enemies and their animals.  Saul and his men disobeyed God and kept alive some of the best animals.  They also took Agag, the enemy king.  Was this what God told him to do?  Samuel told Saul that he had sinned against God.  Saul argued, “I kept the animals to sacrifice to God.”  Samuel said, “It is better to obey than sacrifice.  God has rejected you as king.”  Samuel then left Saul and never went to see him again.  God was sad that He had made Saul king over Israel.  God gave His people a king when they asked; Saul was not faithful to God, so he could no longer be king.
QUESTIONS:
     Answer “True” or “False” (let the students hold up a card indicating their choice)

1. 1.  Samuel served God all his life.    (T)

2. Samuel had two sons who served God faithfully.  (F)

3. The Israelites wanted a king to rule over them.  (T)

4. God was happy the Israelites wanted a king.  (F)

5. Samuel was the first king of Israel.  (F)

6. Saul was a tall, good-looking man.  (T)
7. Saul was 50 years old when he became king. (F)
8. Jonathan was Saul’s son. (T)

9. Saul was told to take the best animals from the Amalekites to offer as a sacrifice. (F)

10. Because he always obeyed God, Saul and his sons were kings for a long time. (F)

     Principles to discuss: 

1. God is unhappy with us when we become dissatisfied or reject His Word and want something different.

2. Being “like everyone else” isn’t always the best thing for us.
3. God expects us to OBEY HIM ─ not what WE think would be a good thing. 
(Use Samuels’s explanation, “It is better to obey than to sacrifice” as an example)
ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book #1 ─ Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8) - Israel’s First King (p. 40)

     Book # 18 ─ Finger Play Activities - Saul and the Donkeys (p. 54)

     Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell - King Saul (Lesson 34)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson #  44: “David and Goliath”

                             1 Samuel 17

     Memory Verse: 1 Samuel 17:46  “Today the Lord will give  you to me…..”
     Review books of the Bible and their divisions

     Review Psalm 23 learned to this point.

            Should know through:  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies

