LESSON 44
DAVID AND GOLIATH

SCRIPTURE:

1 Samuel 17

TIME STAMP:

When King Saul was fighting with the Philistines (1 Sam. 17:1-2)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Jesus helps us beat our giants today. With men it is impossible, but all things are possible with God! (Matt. 19:26)

OBJECTIVE:
To show that God is able to deliver and to save those who trust him

POINTS:
1. The Philistines and the Israelites were enemies.

2. The Philistines camped on one hill and the Israelites camped on another hill; there was a valley between them.
3. A Philistine giant name Goliath kept challenging the Israelites to send some man out to fight with him.  He kept yelling for forty days.

4. All the Israelites in King Saul’s army were afraid to fight the giant.
5. David was a young boy from Bethlehem who took car of his father’s sheep.

6. David took good care of the sheep, once killing a lion and another time killing a bear that was trying to carry away a lamb.

7. David’s father, Jesse, sent him to take supplies to his three oldest brothers who were in King Saul’s army.
8. When he arrived at Saul’s camp, David heard Goliath yelling. He agreed to fight him.

9. King Saul did not want David to fight Goliath because David was just a young boy and Goliath was a giant who had been a soldier all his adult life.

10. David insisted on fighting Goliath, and King Saul gave David his armor to wear.  It was too heavy for David, so he could not wear it.
11. David took 5 smooth stones and a slingshot to fight Goliath.

12. David’s first shot hit Goliath in the forehead, and the giant fell face-down on the ground.
13. David took Goliath’s sword and cut off his head.

14. The Philistines turned and ran.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Samuel 17:46
     “Today the Lord will give you to me…..”
VOCABULARY WORDS:

     Giant                                      Slingshot
     Bronze                                    Forehead

     Valley                                     Armor
LESSON:
     Have you read or been told a story about a giant?  Would meeting a real giant be scary?  Would you want to fight a giant?  The Bible tells us about a brave young man who fought a giant ─ and WON!  How was this possible?
     The Philistines and God’s people, the Israelites, were long-time enemies.  The Philistines again came to fight against the Israelites.  The Philistines lined up on a hill and across the valley, the Israelites were lined up on another hill.  They were not fighting yet; they were just watching because one of the Philistines was challenging them.  The Israelites were afraid of him.  His name was Goliath, and he was a giant.  He was more than nine feet tall and wore heavy bronze armor.  His spear had an iron point that weighed fifteen pounds!  “I challenge any one of you to fight me!” Goliath shouted.  “Whoever loses, his people will be the others’ slaves.”  Every morning and evening for forty days, the big bully yelled his challenge.  No one went out to fight; the Israelites knew they did not have any man in their army who could fight against this man.
     David was a young man who lived with his family in Bethlehem and helped take care of his family’s sheep.  A shepherd had to be brave because wild animals, such as lions, bears, and wolves, would often try to carry off some of the sheep.  Remember, they didn’t have guns, so a shepherd would use whatever he could to protect his animals.  A slingshot and stones was one of those weapons, and David was a good “shot.”

     The three oldest of David’s brothers were soldiers in King Saul’s army (the Israelite army).  David’s father, Jesse, sent David to take supplies to his brothers.  David took roasted grain, loaves of bread, and cheeses to them. David reached the camp just as the army was going out to its battle position.  Goliath stepped out from his lines and shouted as he had done before.  When the Israelites saw the giant, they were so afraid that they ran away!  
     David, however, was NOT afraid.  He agreed to go out and fight Goliath.  King Saul sent for David.  He didn’t think David could win because he was so young and the giant had been fighting since he was just a boy.  David told Saul that when he was taking care of his father’s sheep, God helped him kill a lion and a bear that were trying to kill the sheep. David said, “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”  When King Saul saw how much David trusted in God, he told him to go out and fight Goliath.  Saul gave David his armor, but it was too heavy, and David could not fight if he had it on.

     Goliath had a suit of armor, a spear, a sword, and a special servant to carry a shield for him.  When David went out to fight, he took five smooth stones from a stream and put them in his shepherd’s bag and had a sling in his hand.  Goliath made fun of David and said he would kill him and give his body to the birds and wild animals to eat. David told him that God was with him and would keep him and His people safe.  “You come with a sword and spear,” David replied, “but I come in the name of the God of Israel.  Today, everyone will see that the Lord does not need swords or spears to save his people!”  As Goliath moved forward to attack him, David ran quickly toward him.  He took a stone and put it into his sling.  Then he slung (threw) the stone at Goliath.  It hit him in the forehead and Goliath fell face down on the ground.  David took the giant’s sword and cut off his head.  The giant with a whole suit of armor had been no match for a young boy with only some stones and a slingshot!
     God protected His people from the Philistine army by helping David, an ordinary shepherd boy, kill the giant Goliath.  Seeing their hero dead, the Philistines turned and ran.  The Israelites chased the Philistines all the way back to their own country.  David had won a great victory for Israel.  God helped David to overcome Goliath.  God is able to deliver and save everyone who has faith like David’s faith.

QUESTIONS:
1. Who were the Philistines?

2. What did Goliath want?

3. Why were all the Israelites afraid of Goliath?

4. Why was David NOT afraid?

5. What weapon did David use to fight Goliath?

6. What did the Philistines do when David killed Goliath?

7. Why was David able to kill the giant with just a small stone?

     Principle:

1. Just like a shepherd protects his sheep, God protects us.

2. If we have faith in God and obey Him, we can do things that we might not ordinarily be trained to do.  Our size and age does not matter to God.
ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book #1 ─ Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8)

                         David and the Big Giant (p. 22)

     Book #16 ─ Bible Story People (very easy)

                         David Fought a Giant (coloring page)

     Book #17 ─ Old Testament Coloring Book (very easy)

                          David Killed Goliath

     Book #18 ─ Finger Play Activities 
                          Giant Hunt (pp 56-57)

                          David and Goliath (p. 58)

     Book #35 ─ Little Tot Dot to Dot (pp 24-27)
     Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell - David and Goliath (Lesson 36)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 45: “David and Jonathan

                            1 Samuel 18-20

     Memory Verse: 1 Samuel 18:1   “…He loved David as much as he loved himself…”
