LESSON 45
DAVID AND JONATHAN

SCRIPTURE:

1 Samuel 18-20

TIME STAMP:

When King Saul became angry with David (1 Sam. 18:6-9)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Jonathan loved David so much that he protected him and gave him his own sword, bow, and belt (1 Sam. 18:1-4). He made a special covenant with David (1 Sam. 20). Jesus loves us so much He gave us His blood – the best gift in the world. He made a special covenant with us, which He will never break (Heb. 13:5)

OBJECTIVE:
To teach that good friends should always help each other
POINTS:
1. Saul was jealous of the praises given to David for killing Goliath.
2. Jonathan, Saul’s son, and David were very good friends.

3. Everyone but Saul liked David.

4. King Saul was worried that David would try to become king.  Saul tried to kill him several times.

5. Saul’s daughter, Micah, fell in love with David.
6. David and Jonathan hatched a plan to see if Saul was still trying to kill David.

7. Jonathan signaled to David he must go away by shooting arrows beyond a certain point.

8. Jonathan and David were very sad that David had to go away.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Samuel 18:1
     “…..He loved David as much as he loved himself….”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Praises                                     Disgrace                           Victory
     Jealous                                     Spear

LESSON:
     Do you have a good friend?  How do good friends treat each other?  Do friends make promises to each other?  In this lesson, we’re going to study about a very special friendship between two young men named David and Jonathan.

     When the Israelites heard that David killed Goliath, they went out to meet him and sing praises to honor his victory.  King Saul should have been happy for David, but he wasn’t.  Instead, he became angry when he heard them singing, “Saul has slain his thousands and David his tens of thousands.”  Saul thought to himself, “They are praising him more than me.  Next, they will want to make David their king.”  Saul was very jealous. 
     Saul was also afraid of David because he knew God was with David in everything he did.  Hoping that David would be killed, Saul sent him out to lead battles with the enemies.  Instead of being killed, David was successful in everything he did.  All the people loved David ─ except Saul.  Saul’s son, Jonathan, and David were also very good friends.  Jonathan promised David that he would be his friend forever.  He even gave David his robe and sword and other weapons.  Saul’s jealousy was greater and greater and he kept trying to kill David, but he could not because God was with David.  It became so bad that David had to hide from Saul.

     Saul’s daughter, Micah, was in love with David.  This pleased Saul because he thought his daughter would help trap David.  David and Micah became husband and wife, but instead of helping Saul catch David, Micah let him down out of a window so he could escape.
     Jonathan was worried about David and could not believe his father would hurt him because David had not done anything wrong.  David had always obeyed Saul’s every command, and on many occasions, David played the harp to help ease Saul’s pain. David went to ask Jonathan for help, and they devised a plan to test if Saul was still trying to kill him.  There was a special feast planned for the next day and David had been invited to eat with Saul.  Was it a trap?  David was not going to the feast, but instead, was going to hide in a field nearby.  If Saul was still angry at him, Jonathan would come and warn him.
    The first night of the feast, David was not there, but Saul did not say anything to Jonathan.  The next night of the feast, Saul asked about David and Jonathan said he had to go somewhere and that it was okay for him to go.  Saul became angry.  “Your friendship with David is a disgrace!” Saul shouted.  “Don’t you know as long as he is alive, you can never become king yourself?  David must die!” 
     “But why should David die?” Jonathan asked.  “What has he done?”  Saul became so angry that he threw a spear at his own son.  Now, Jonathan knew for sure that Saul would kill David if he got the opportunity.  Jonathan’s love and friendship for David was more important than being king; he would help his friend escape from Saul.
     The next day, Jonathan took a young servant out to the field where David was hiding and waiting for a message from Jonathan.  Jonathan took his bow and arrows to pretend that he was practicing his target shooting.  He shot some arrows beyond where the young boy was standing and shouted, “They are past you.  Hurry and bring them here.”  The young boy did not know, of course, that this was Jonathan’s signal to David that he must flee from Saul.  Jonathan then gave his bow and arrows to the boy and told him to take them back to town.

     When the boy went away, David came out of hiding and fell on his knees before Jonathan.  Both Jonathan and David were very sad.  They cried because David would have to go away.  David cried harder than Jonathan.  Jonathan said, “God be with you, David.  You and I, and our children, too, will always keep the promise of friendship we have made.”  So David left Jonathan and went away to hide from Saul.

QUESTIONS:
1. Why did King Saul become angry at David?

2. Who became friends with David?

3. Why did Jonathan not believe that his father would hurt David?

4. Why was David not afraid?

5. What plan did Jonathan and David make to test Saul’s anger?

6. What did King Saul say at the feast?

7. What was the signal that Jonathan used to tell David to run away?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 1 ─ Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8) - Loving Our Friends (p. 70)

     Book # 15 ─ Favorite Bible Stories (ages 4-5)

                          David Serves God ─ David Meets a Giant (worksheet) (p. 20)

                          David Finds a Friend (cut and glue) (p.21)
     Book # 18 ─ Finger Play Activities - David and Jonathan (p. 59)

     Book # 24 ─ Old Testament Bible Story Crafts - Best Friends (make magnet) (p. 38)

     Book # 27 ─ Three-Minute Bible Stories with Games, Songs, & Action Plays (ages 5-8)

                           David and Jonathan (story, song, game) (pp. 35-37)

     Book # 38 ─ OT Coloring and Activity Book - David and Goliath (pp. 34-35)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 46: “David Becomes King”
                            1 Samuel 31 - 2 Samuel 7

     Memory Verse:  2 Sam. 7:22   “…There is no one like you.  There is no God except you…..”
     Review book of Old & New Testament and their divisions; know Psalm 23 to:
          “thou anointest my Head with oil; my cup runneth over.”
