LESSON 47
KING SOLOMON ASKS FOR WISDOM

SCRIPTURE:

1 Kings 1-3

TIME STAMP:

When “the kingdom was established in the hands of Solomon” (1 Kings 2:46)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Solomon put all his trust in God (1 Kings 3:7). Jesus humbled Himself to the point of death, even death on a cross (Phil. 2). Solomon was concerned about Justice (1 Kings 3:28), and that’s why Jesus came – to be both JUST and the JUSTIFIER (Rom. 3:26).

OBJECTIVE:
To teach that we should not be selfish when we pray

POINTS:

1. Because David had been a man of war, God would not let him build the temple.

2. David was getting old and tired; he wanted one of his sons, Solomon, to be the next king.
3. David had Solomon anointed as king to rule after him. This was the man God wanted to   build His temple.

4. God appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, “Ask for anything you want. I will give it to you.”
5. Solomon asked for wisdom.  God was so pleased with his unselfish request that He gave Solomon greater wisdom than anyone before or after him.

6. God also gave Solomon riches and honor and, if he obeyed God, he would also be given a long life.

7. Two women came to Solomon, both claiming to be the mother of a baby.

8. Solomon ordered the baby to be cut in half, knowing the real mother would never want her child to be hurt.
9. The child was not killed, but given to his real mother.

10. The people of Israel were amazed at the wisdom of Solomon.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Kings 2:3
     “…Obey everything that the Lord commands…”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
    Temple

Honor

Wisdom

Wealth
LESSON:
     If you could ask for ONE THING ─ and know that it would be given, what would you ask for?  Would you ask for a lot of money?  Would you ask to be president?  Would you want to be the prettiest girl or most handsome man to ever live?  What about being a great athlete?  There are SO MANY things we COULD ask for, but do we stop and think about what GOD wants us to be?  In this lesson, we’ll study about a man who was told by God to ask for whatever he wanted.  The man’s request was very unusual.
     When King David grew old, he wanted his son Solomon to become the next king of Israel.  He said to Solomon, “I am about to die; be a good and strong leader.  Obey the commandments that God has given us.  If you do, God will keep His promise that my descendants will always rule over Israel.”  Solomon’s head was anointed with oil and the priests blew their trumpets in celebration of Solomon being crowned the new king over Israel.
     David had been king for forty years.  After David’s death, Solomon sat on his father’s throne.

He was a young man with a large area of land to rule. Unlike his father, he was a king of peace ─ there were no wars during Solomon’s reign.

     One day Solomon went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices to God.  He had gone there many times before, but this time something different happened.  As King Solomon slept that night, he had a dream.  In the dream, God appeared to him and asked, “Solomon, what would you like me to give you?”  Solomon replied, “O Lord, you have made me king after my father, but I am still young and do not know how to be a king.  Give me the wisdom to rule your people in the right way.”  God liked Solomon’s answer.  God is always pleased when people are not selfish and do not ask just for things THEY want themselves.  Solomon could have asked for a lot of money, more power ─ANYTHING ─ but instead, he asked for something that would let him help his people.

     God told Solomon that he would be the wisest man in the world!  God then said, “I will also give you what you did not ask for; you will have more wealth and honor than any other king.  And if you keep my laws, as your father David did, I will give you a long life.”
     One day after Solomon returned to Jerusalem, two women came to him with a problem.  One of the women said, “Sir, this woman and I live in the same house, and both of us have given birth to baby boys.  During the night, she accidentally killed her baby by rolling over on it.  Then she took my baby and put the dead baby in my bed.  When I awoke, I knew that the dead baby was not mine.”

     The other woman said, “No! The living child is mine!  The dead baby is yours!”  Then King Solomon ordered that the living baby be cut in half and to give each woman half of the child.  One woman said, “Oh no! Don’t kill the baby boy.”  The other woman said, “Go ahead and cut it in two.”  Do you know who the real mother was?  Solomon did.  He said, “Do not divide the child, but give it to the first woman.  She is the real mother.”  It was now easy to see who the real mother was.  The real mother would never want any harm to come to her child.
     The people of Israel were amazed at the wisdom of Solomon and they had great respect for their king.  They understood that God had given him special wisdom.

QUESTIONS:
     Fill in the blank:

1. ________________________was Solomon’s father.  (David)
2. David told Solomon ___________________before he died. (Be a good leader; obey God)
3. _________ appeared to Solomon in a dream.  (God)

4. Solomon asked God for _________________________.  (Wisdom)
5. God gave Solomon _________________________________________________. (Wisdom PLUS riches, honor, and a long life ─ if he obeyed God)
     Discuss:

What happened to Solomon on one of his trips to Gibeon?  Does God still talk to us in dreams?
How did Solomon use his wisdom with the two women and one baby?
Why would God want a king of peace to build His temple?
ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 1    Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8)

                           Solomon Asks for Wisdom (p. 37)

                           Wise King Solomon (draw baby)  (p. 42)

     Book # 16  Bible Story People (very easy) - Solomon was a Wise Man (coloring page)

     Book # 38  Old Testament Coloring and Activity Book - Solomon (pp. 38-39)
     Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell - King Solomon (Lesson 41)

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 48: “Solomon Builds A House for God”

                            1 Kings 5 - 9

     Memory Verse: 1 Kings 8:23    “Lord, God of Israel, there is no god like you…”
     Review books of the Old and New Testament and their divisions

     Finish memorizing the 23 Psalm by adding:
          “and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.”
