LESSON 48
SOLOMON BUILDS A HOUSE FOR GOD
SCRIPTURE:

1 Kings 5 – 9; 1 Chronicles 22

TIME STAMP:

“In the fourth year of Solomon’s reign” (1 Kings 6:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Solomon built the most beautiful temple. Jesus came to build a beautiful temple, but a spiritual temple (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 1 Pet. 2:4-5). We should be beautiful, too.

OBJECTIVE:
Solomon used what God gave him to build a temple for God.  We should use the talents God gave us to glorify Him in everything we do.

POINTS:
1. David would not be allowed to build the temple where God’s people could worship, but he gathered many of the materials for its construction. 

2. One of David’s sons, Solomon, had been anointed king and would build the temple.

3. There was peace in the land under Solomon.

4. It took seven years and thousands of men to complete the temple.

5. The Holy Place was overlaid with gold and contained the lamp stand, the alter of incense, and the table of showbread. 

6. The smaller Most Holy Place was also covered with pure gold.
7. The Ark of the Covenant was placed in the Most Holy Place.

8. Solomon asked God to watch over the temple day and night.

9. God promised to watch over and protect it as long as the people obeyed Him.

10. Solomon was blessed with great wealth and wisdom.  He ruled for forty years.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Kings 8:23
     “Lord, God of Israel, there is no god like you…”
VOCABULARY WORDS:

     Materials                           Magnificent                    Famous                 Pattern
     Construction                      Permanent                      Peace                    Pillar
LESSON:
      The Israelites had worshipped in the tabernacle ever since they had left Egypt many, many years before. Now, they were no longer moving from place to place and needed a permanent place to worship.  King David wanted to build a magnificent temple for the Lord.  He wanted it to be famous for its greatness and beauty. But, God said, “David, you have killed too many people.  You have fought too many wars.  So you cannot build a temple for worship to Me.” The king that God wanted to build the temple was Solomon, because under his reign, there would be no wars and God’s people would be at peace.   Solomon made plans to build a beautiful temple.
     Before David died, he started gathering many of the materials that would be needed. Even though he would not be the builder, he could help his young son in getting the materials for the construction.  David chose stonecutters to cut stones; a large amount of iron was used in making nails and hinges for the gate doors.  He supplied more bronze and more cedar logs than could be counted!  Huge amounts of gold and silver were ready to be used.  David ordered all the leaders of Israel to help his son.  David died after he had ruled over Israel for forty years.
     Solomon started building the temple, using the plans given to David by the Lord’s guidance.  Although his father had gathered many of the materials, more were needed.  He arranged for King Hiram of Tyre to cut down great cedar trees and float them down along the seacoast to Israel.  Solomon sent thousands of men to help cut the trees.  Many other men were sent to cut huge stones from the mountains for the temple walls.
     When it came time to put all the materials together, they fit so perfectly that no sounds of cutting or chiseling were made.  The workers did not even use hammers or axes or any other iron tools at the temple.  It took seven years to complete the building.  The pattern for the temple was very much like the pattern for the tent tabernacle that God told Moses to build.  Inside the building, walls of the two rooms were covered with carved cedar overlaid with gold.  In the larger room, the Holy Place, were the lamp stand, the altar of incense, and the table of showbread.  In the smaller room, the Most Holy Place, were two large, winged creatures made of olive wood and covered with gold   Outside in the courtyard were a bronze altar and a huge tank of water resting on the backs of twelve bronze bulls.  A tall pillar stood on each side of the doorway.
     When the temple was finished, all the leaders of Israel gathered in Jerusalem.  The priests carried the Ark of the Covenant into the temple and placed it in the Most Holy Place.  The Levites and priests then carried in all the new equipment ─ the golden tables, lamps, and dishes.  They also stored the old tabernacle which Moses built, in the new temple.  As the priests left the temple, it was suddenly filled with a cloud.  This was a sign that God was present.  Thousands of animals were offered as sacrifices to God that day.

     King Solomon prayed: “Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven or earth.  Please keep your promise that one of my father David’s descendants will always rule over Israel.”  Solomon also asked God to watch over the temple day and night.  “And hear the people when we face in the direction of this temple.  Hear us from your home in heaven.  And when you hear us, forgive us.”

     God answered Solomon saying, “This temple will be the place where I shall be worshipped forever.  I will watch over it and protect it.  And I will let your descendants rule over Israel.”  But God warned the people, “If you or your descendants disobey me and worship other gods. I will move my people Israel from this land and depart from the temple.  I will leave it in a heap of ruins.

    There were many people who came to see the beautiful temple and to see if Solomon was as wise as they had heard.  God blessed Solomon with great wealth and wisdom.  He ruled in Israel for forty years.
QUESTIONS:
1. Why did God not allow King David to build the temple? (Man of war)

2. Who did God want to build the temple? (Solomon)
3. Did Solomon want to build the temple?   (Yes)

4. What did David do to help in the building of the temple? (Gathered many of the materials)

5. How long did it take to build the temple?  (7 years)

6. What pattern did Solomon use to build the temple? (Tabernacle tent)

7. How well did the materials fit together in the building?    (Pieces fit together perfectly; there was no sound of tools at the construction site) 
8. What happened at the temple after it was completely furnished? (Suddenly filled with a cloud ─ a sign that God was present)
9. Name one thing Solomon prayed for?  (Watch over the temple day and night; hear the people when they pray; forgive the people; one of David’s descendants would always rule over Israel)
10. How long did Solomon rule over Israel?  (40 years)

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 1 ─ Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8)
                        Worshipping in God’s House (p. 32)

     Book # 18 ─ Finger Play Activities - The Beautiful Temple                        

     Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell (age 4) - Lesson 41 “Wise King Solomon”

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 49: “The Prophet Elijah”

                             1 Kings 16:29 - 17:24

     Memory Verse: 1 Peter 5:7  “Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.”

     Review books of the Old and New Testament and their divisions

     Review Psalm 23 
