LESSON 49
THE PROPHET ELIJAH
SCRIPTURE:

1 Kings 16:29 - 17:24

TIME STAMP:

“Ahab the son of Omri became king over Israel” (1 Kings 16:29)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

Elijah performed miracles producing food and raising the dead. Jesus fed the 5000 and raised others from the dead.

OBJECTIVE:
To teach that God always takes care of His people

POINTS:

1. The people of Israel had a very bad king and queen, Ahab and Jezebel, who worshipped false gods.

2. Jezebel killed as many of God’s prophets as she could find.

3. God sent His prophet Elijah to warn Ahab and the people to worship only the true God.

4. To punish the people for their idolatry, God told Elijah to tell the people there would be no rain until He decided the time was right.
5. God sent Elijah to live beside a brook; ravens brought him food.

6. When the brook dried up, God sent Elijah to a town to live with a widow and her son.

7. The widow had only enough oil and flour to feed herself and her son one last time.

8. Elijah told her to feed him first, and then prepare something for herself and her son.

9. God took care of Elijah, the widow, and her son by not letting the oil or flour ever be used up.

10. When the widow’s son died, Elijah, through God’s power, returned life to the boy.
MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 5:7
     “Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Wicked                             Idolatry                        Statues
     Brook/Stream                  Ravens

LESSON:
     When you think of kings and queens, do you think of nice people sitting on thrones?  Are they smiling, and doing good things for their people?  That’s the way it should be, but unfortunately, sometimes bad people rule.  Two such people in Israel were Ahab and his wife, Jezebel.  They were very wicked people who worshiped false gods called Baal and Asherah.  These gods were just statues made from stone or wood.  King Ahab and Queen Jezebel wanted all the people of Israel to worship their false gods.  God knew what Ahab and Jezebel were doing, and He was very displeased.  God wanted the Israelites to worship Him, the only true God.

     Queen Jezebel was so evil that she killed as many of God’s prophets as she could find.  A man named Obadiah, a devout believer in the Lord, hid and fed some of the true prophets in caves.  God sent one of His prophets, a man named Elijah, to warn King Ahab and the people of Israel to stop worshiping the idols and start worshiping only the true God.  Elijah told King Ahab, “I tell you the truth.  No rain or dew will fall during the next few years unless I command it.”  Without rain, the plants would die and there would not be enough food to feed the people.  God knew King Ahab would try to kill Elijah, so He told Elijah to go away to the east and live by a brook.  “You will drink from the stream, and I’ve ordered the ravens to feed you there.”

Elijah obeyed the Lord.  He went away and lived by the brook.  Just as God had promised, the ravens took bread and meat to Elijah every morning and evening, and Elijah drank water from the stream.

     Meanwhile, with no rain for several years, many of the plants the farmers grew for food died, and there was very little food left for the people of Israel.  The Lord wanted the people of Israel to get rid of their false gods and pray only to Him to send the rain and save them.  But King Ahab, Queen Jezebel, and the people of Israel were very stubborn; they still would pray only to their false gods of wood and stone.  Do you think pieces of wood or stone can send rain?  Can they do anything?  For the very few people who did still worship the true God, God had His special ways to provide them with food.
     After a while, the water in the brook dried up.  Now, how could Elijah get water to drink?  God told Elijah to go to a town called Zarephath.  God said, “Live there.  I have commanded a widow there to take care of you.”  A widow is a woman whose husband has died.  Certainly she and her son needed God to provide them with what they needed.  How could they help anyone else?

     Elijah obeyed God and went to Zarephath.  At the gate of the town, Elijah saw a widow gathering wood.  He called to her, “Please bring me a jar of water to drink.”  As she was going to get it, he called to her again, “And please bring me a bite of bread.”  “As the Lord your God lives,” she answered, “I don’t have anything baked; I have only a handful of flour in the jar and a little oil in the jug.  I’m gathering a few sticks.  I will go home and make some bread for myself and my boy so that we may eat it and then die.”  She was worried that she and her son would die because their food would be all gone.

     “Don’t be afraid,” Elijah told her.  “Go home and cook your food as you have said.  But first make a small loaf of bread from the flour you have.  Bring it to me.  Then cook something for yourself and your son.  The Lord, the God of Israel, says, ‘That jar of flour will never become empty.  The jug will always have oil in it.  This will continue until the day the Lord sends rain to the land.’”

     She went and did what Elijah told her. She, Elijah, and her family had food for a long while.  It didn’t matter how many times she took flour out of the jar, it never got empty, and it didn’t matter how much oil she poured out of the jug, it, too, was never empty.  In this way, the Lord took care of Elijah, the widow, and her family.
     Later, the son of the woman got very sick and died.  The woman told Elijah, “Leave me alone.”  She thought God was punishing her for her sins by killing her son.  “Give me the boy,” Elijah told her.  Elijah took the dead boy and carried him to his room where he was staying and laid him on his bed.  Then Elijah cried to the Lord in prayer, “Lord my God, why are you bringing sadness to this widow I’m staying with by causing her boy to die?”  Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times and prayed, “O Lord my god, please make this boy live again.”  The Lord did what Elijah asked, and the boy became alive again.  Elijah took the boy to his mother and said, “Look, your boy is alive.”  “Now I believe,” the woman told Elijah, “that you are a man of the true God, and the Lord’s Word you speak is the truth.”
QUESTIONS:
      Teacher:  make cards (or stiff sheets of paper) for each student with the following names on  
      each of them.  Let the students hold up the correct card to answer each question.

            GOD        IDOLS        ELIJAH        WIDOW        RAVENS        WIDOW’S SON

1. Who did King Ahab worship instead of God?

2. Who warned King Ahab there would be no rain?

3. How did God provide for Elijah by the brook?

4. Who commanded a widow to take care of Elijah?

5. Who promised the widow that her flour and oil would not run out?

6. Who got sick and died?

7. Who thought God was punishing her for her sins?

8. Who prayed to God to raise the boy back to life?

9. Who raised the boy from the dead?

10. Who believed all of God’s promises spoken through Elijah were true?

   Discuss:  How many miracles are in this lesson?  Name them.

1. God stopped the rain for several years
2. Elijah being fed by ravens (students will find this miracle very interesting ─ a man being fed by birds!!)
Flour and oil containers never being empty  (can demonstrate with two glasses, one filled with water, how normally it would be used up)

3. Restoring life to the widow’s son

What would have happened to Obadiah if Queen Jezebel had discovered he hid and fed the true prophets of God?  Is it always easy to obey God?  What is our reward if we obey God?  What happens if we don’t obey God?

Discuss the ways God took care of Elijah.  Will God take care of us?

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 1 ─ Big Puzzles for Little Hands (ages 3-8) - Ravens Feed Elijah (p. 44)

     Book # 7 ─ Favorite Bible Heroes (ages 4-5) (pp 28-29-30-31)

     Book # 18 ─ Finger Play Activities - Sharing Bread (p. 60)

     Book # 25 ─ Who Am I (very easy coloring sheet) - I Was Fed By Ravens

     Book # 27 ─ Three Minute Bible Stories with Games (ages 5-8) (pp 38-40)

     Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell - Lesson # 43

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 50: “Elijah and the Prophets of Baal”
                            1 Kings 18

     Memory Verse: 1 Kings 18:39    “…the Lord is God.  The Lord is God.”
     Review books of the Old and New Testament and their divisions.  Let the students practice 
     finding different chapters and have them tell you how it is classified (poetry, prophecy, law, 
     etc).

     Review the 23rd Psalm.  Discuss what David is saying in those verses.
