LESSON 50
ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF BAAL

SCRIPTURE:

1 Kings 18

TIME STAMP:

During the 3-year drought when the “famine was severe in Samaria” (1 Kings 18:1-2)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

People need water to survive. God gives the rain. People need Jesus, who gives living water (John 4:14), so they can really live!

OBJECTIVE:

Just like the people of Israel, we must choose whom we will serve, God or Satan.

(Matthew 4:10 - “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.”)
POINTS:
1. No rain fell in Israel for about three and a half years because King Ahab and his family worshiped false gods.

2. God told Elijah to go and meet King Ahab and He would send rain upon the land.
3. Elijah told King Ahab to bring all his people to Mt. Carmel, including the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah.

4. Elijah told the people they could not serve two gods; if the Lord is the true God, follow Him; if Baal is god, follow him.

5. Elijah challenged the false gods to a contest.
6. The false prophets went first; they built an altar, killed a bull, put it on the wood, but did not start the fire.

7. The false prophets prayed, they shouted, they danced, but nothing happened.

8. Elijah made fun of them, saying perhaps their god is thinking, or traveling, or sleeping, but nothing happened all day long.

9. Elijah rebuilt the altar, took 12 stones, and dug a trench around all of it.  He cut the bull into pieces and placed it on the wood.

10. Elijah poured 4 jars of water on the offering THREE times; the sacrifice was soaked and water ran into the ditch surrounding the altar.

11. Elijah prayed to God and He sent fire that completely burned the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, and licked up the water that was in the trench.
12. The people fell to the ground and said, “The Lord is God! The Lord is God!”

13. Elijah told the people to kill the false prophets; they obeyed.
14. God sent rain upon the land again.
MEMORY VERSE: 1 Kings 18:39
     “…The Lord is God!  The Lord is God!”

VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Trenches

     Offering (Sacrifice)

     Drought
LESSON:
     What happens when it doesn’t rain for a long time?  Does the ground get dry and dusty?  Can plants grow?  Is there enough water to feed the people and the animals?  In this lesson, we’re going to study about why one particular drought occurred and when and why it ended.
     The land of Israel had no rain for about three and a half years.  God said this would happen because King Ahab and his family did not love the true God, but worshiped false gods.  Ahab blamed the drought on Elijah and looked everywhere trying to find him.  What do you think he would have done to Elijah if he had found him?  Who was protecting Elijah?
     In the third year of no rain, God told Elijah to go to King Ahab and tell him the rain would come on the earth and plants for food would again grow.  When Ahab saw Elijah, he said, “Is it you ─ the biggest troublemaker in Israel?”  Elijah told him he was not the cause of all the problems, but that they had brought this on themselves because they did not obey the Lord’s commands.

     Elijah challenged Ahab to a contest.  King Ahab was to gather all of Israel to meet him at Mount Carmel.  The false prophets were to come also.  There were 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah ─ a total of 850 false prophets!  All of these false prophets were helped by the evil Queen Jezebel,  King Ahab’s wife. These 850 false prophets would be challenging Elijah, one true prophet of God.  Who do you think might win the contest?
     Elijah asked all the people, “How long will you worship two gods?  If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal is god, follow him.”  The people did not answer.  Then Elijah said to the people, “I am the only prophet of the LORD left.  There are 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah.  We will both make an altar, lay wood on it and offer a bull.  But neither of us will put fire on the offering.  Then the prophets of Baal will call on their god and I will pray to the LORD.  The God who answers by sending fire is the true God.”  
     All the people said, “It is a good thing to do.”  Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “There are many of you, so you go first.  Choose a bull and prepare it.  Pray to your god, but don’t start the fire.”  They took the bull which was given them, they prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying “O Baal, hear us!”  But there was no answer.  They leaped about the altar.
     At noon, Elijah started to make fun of the prophets of Baal and said,  “Pray louder!  If Baal really is a god, maybe he is thinking.  Or maybe he is busy or traveling!  Maybe he is sleeping so you will have to wake him!”  So the false prophets prayed louder; they cut themselves with swords and spears.  They did this until evening, but no one paid attention and again, there was no answer.  

     Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.”  All the people gathered around him and he repaired the altar of the Lord because it had been torn down.  He took  12 stones,  1 stone for each of the 12 tribes of Jacob, and built an altar to the LORD.  He made a very large trench around the altar, put on the wood, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood.

 Then Elijah had 4 water pots filled with water.  Those 4 water pots were poured over the offering, the wood, and the altar.  Then he had the 4 jars of water filled again and poured over the whole sacrifice.  And again, for the third time, he had the 4 water pots filled with water and poured over the sacrifice.  That’s 12 jars or pots of water!  There was so much water that it ran all around the altar and filled the trench that surrounded the sacrifice.  

     At the time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah prayed to God saying, “Lord , you are the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel.  I ask you now to prove that you are the God of Israel.  And prove that I am your servant.  Show these people that you commanded me to do all these things.  Lord, answer my prayer.  Show these people that you Lord, are God.  Then the people will know that you are bringing them back to You.”  
     Then, the fire of the LORD fell and burned up completely the sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the ground around the altar ─ and it even licked up all the water that was in the trench!  When all the people saw this, they fell on their faces and said,  “The LORD, He is God!  The Lord, He is God!”  Elijah told the people to kill  ALL the false prophets of Baal and Asherah ─ and they did!
     Elijah told King Ahab a heavy rain was coming.  The sky was soon covered with dark clouds, the wind blew, and then a heavy rain began to fall.  God had ended the drought.

QUESTIONS:
1. Why did the rain stop?  Why did it start again?

2. Why could King Ahab not find Elijah during the years of drought?  
3. Who took care of Elijah?

4. Did Elijah have any doubt that God would light the fire under his sacrifice?

5. Can we serve the true God and any other god at the same time?  Who should be serve?

     See attached sheet for matching and circle the right answer.
ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 7 ─ Favorite Bible Heroes - (Activities about Elijah on pp 28, 29, 30, 31)

     Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell - “Fire for the Altar” (Lesson # 44)
NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 51: “Elijah in the Whirlwind”

                            2 Kings 2

     Memory Verse: Matthew 28:20  “Lo, I am with you always…”
Match the correct answer with the riddle:
1.  ________I am God’s prophet                                                        A.   Altar

2.  ________I am the King of Israel                                                   B.   Fire

3.  ________I am the false god.                                                          C.   LORD

4.  ________I came down from heaven and burned                           D.  Mt. Carmel

                     up the altar of the Lord.

5.  ________I am the place the people gathered together                  E.   Baal

6.  ________I am the Queen of Israel                                                F.    Elijah

7.  ________I was built for the offering                                            G.    Jezebel

8.  ________I am the true God                                                          H.   Ahab
Draw and X through the wrong answer, leaving the correct answer:

1.  For about three and a half years, no      SNOW         RAIN    fell in Israel.

2.  King Ahab and his family worshiped  ___FALSE GODS_______MONEY.
3.  King Ahab blamed all his troubles on _____HIS WIFE________ELIJAH.
4.  There were ___12__________850___false gods of Baal and Asherah.

5.  _ALL ISRAEL______WHOEVER WANTED TO COME  was to meet Elijah at Mt. Carmel.

6.   The false prophets called on their god _ALL DAY__UNTIL NOON  and nothing happened.
7.  __4 POTS______12 POTS  of water were poured on the sacrifice that Elijah built.
8.  Elijah told the people to ___PUNISH__________KILL  all the false prophets.
