LESSON 51
ELIJAH IN THE WHIRLWIND

SCRIPTURE:

2 Kings 2

TIME STAMP:

At the end of Elijah’s earthly ministry “when the Lord was about to take up Elijah by a whirlwind to heaven” (2 Kings 2:1)

JESUS IS THE PLAN:

As Elijah passed on his ministry to Elisha and then was taken up to heaven, so Jesus passed on His ministry to the apostles and then ascended into heaven.

OBJECTIVE:
Emphasize to the children that the same Lord who worked so powerfully through Elijah and Elisha has also promised to be with each one of us today.  He is just as powerful today as He was then, and cares just as much for each of His children today as He did then.

POINTS:
1. Elijah was getting old; his work was almost done.
2. Elisha, the new prophet God had chosen, followed Elijah everywhere.

3. Using the power given to him by God, Elijah parted the Jordan River.
4. Elijah asked Elisha, “What can I do for you before I am taken from you?”

5. Elisha asked for a double share of Elijah’s spirit (or power).
6. Elijah said this would happen if Elisha saw him go into heaven.

7. Suddenly, a chariot and horses of fire appeared, separating Elijah and Elisha.

8. Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind.  Elisha shouted, “My father! My father!” Elisha did not see Elijah anymore.

9. Elijah’s coat had fallen from him when the whirlwind took him to heaven; Elisha used it to strike the waters of the Jordan River.

10. The waters parted; Elisha knew that the Lord was with him.

MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 28:20
     “Lo, I am with you always…”
VOCABULARY WORDS:
     Chariot

     Whirlwind

LESSON:
     Elijah, God’s prophet, had worked so hard, but he was getting old .  He had served the Lord for many years in Israel  and was ready to go to heaven. The Lord did many wonderful signs and miracles through Elijah., but it was now time for a new prophet to take his place.  The new prophet God had chosen was named Elisha.  He followed Elijah EVERYWHERE!

       Elijah knew it was time for him to go to heaven; Elisha knew that it was time for Elijah to go to heaven.  But first, the Lord sent Elijah to visit some prophets in other cities.  Elijah tried to go alone, but Elisha stayed right by his side. “I will not leave you,” Elisha said to Elijah.  They walked together until they came to the Jordan River.  At the river, Elijah took off his coat and hit the water.  The water split apart and Elijah and Elisha walked across on dry ground.  Elijah asked, “Elisha, what may I do for you before I go to heaven?”  Elisha said, “I would like a double share of your spirit.”  This means that Elisha wanted the Lord to be with him just like the Lord was with Elijah, only he wanted double or twice the spirit that Elijah had.  Elijah knew that only the Lord could give that gift to Elisha.  Elijah said, “If you see me go into heaven, then you will get your answer.”
     They kept talking and walking.  All of a sudden, a chariot of fire and horses appeared.  It swooped down between Elijah and Elisha.  Then, Elijah was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind.  Elisha saw it all happen and yelled, “My father, my father.”  Then, he didn’t see Elijah anymore.

Elisha was so sad his friend was gone that he tore his own clothes.
     Elisha remembered that if he saw Elijah go into heaven, he would get a double share of the Lord’s Spirit.  How would he know if had received this double share?  Was the Lord’s Spirit with him?  He didn’t feel or look any different.  Elisha picked up Elijah’s coat that had fallen from him in the whirlwind and went to the Jordan River.  Elisha hit the water, just like Elijah had done.  The water separated and Elisha crossed over the river.  He then knew that the Lord was with him.
     Elisha was the new prophet of the Lord.  Some prophets who had been following Elijah and Elisha had not seen the fiery chariot, the horses, and the whirlwind, but they did see that Elisha could do miracles like Elijah had done. The people of Israel knew that the Lord was with Elisha.

The Lord also promises to be with us.  The Lord is in our hearts, just like He was in Elisha’s heart, hundreds of years ago.

QUESTIONS:

1. Who was the old prophet of the Lord?

2. Where was Elijah ready to go?

3. Who did the Lord pick to take Elijah’s place as prophet?

4. Did Elisha think he was ready to take Elijah’s place as prophet?

5. What separated Elijah and Elisha just before Elijah was taken to heaven?

6. What took Elijah to heaven?

7. Did Elijah die?

8. What was one way Elisha showed his sadness for Elijah?

9. What was the first miracle Elisha performed?

10. Did the people of Israel know that the Lord was with Elisha?

     Discuss other times the Jordan River had miraculously been parted.

     Discuss the significance of God taking Elijah in a whirlwind.

ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES:
     Book # 6 ─ Favorite Bible Heroes - Elisha - A Man of God (coloring picture) (p. 36)

     Book # 17 ─ Old Testament Coloring Book (very easy)

                           God Took Elijah in a Whirlwind (coloring page)

     Lesson # 45─ Rainbow Lessons by Jane Britnell - Fiery Chariot

NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
     Lesson # 52: “Elisha and Naaman”

                            2 Kings 5

     Memory Verse:  I John 1:7  “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
